
Welcome to Preston
Preston is a small village in Hertfordshire nestling in
beautiful countryside 30 miles north of London and
three miles south of the historic market town of
Hitchin. Preston is fortunate to be located in beautiful
countryside which attracts many ramblers, cyclists, and
artists, especially in the summer months.

.

With its close proximity to the eastern edge of the
Chilterns, Preston is one of the highest points of
Hertfordshire at a height of 507ft. Allegedly, if you
travel in a north easterly direction, you will not come
to a higher point until you reach the Russian Urals.

Preston stands in an area of great natural beauty, with
winding country lanes, shallow valleys and beautiful
woodland. In 2005, Preston was a proud recipient of
the first prize in Hertfordshire’s Small Village of the
Year competition organised by the Campaign to Protect
Rural England, The Hertfordshire Society and Calor.

To the north of Preston is Wain Wood (map ref A3),
made famous in the 17 th Century for the meetings of
the non-conformist preacher, John Bunyan (see
‘History’) To the southeast, is Hitch Wood which is
also a popular destination for a relaxing weekend stroll.
During late Spring, both Wain Wood and Hitch Wood
are covered in a dramatic carpet of bluebells.

Along the footpaths and bridleways of Preston, there is
much to discover throughout the year. Deer freely roam
the woods and farmland and other wildlife includes
bats, hare, mink, stoat, foxes and plenty of rabbits!

Preston welcomes all visitors who respect the peace
and tranquillity of our beautiful village.

Preston
Hertfordshire

An introduction to
Countryside Code
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While visiting the village of Preston we kindly request
that you abide by the Countryside Code:

Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work

Guard against all risk of fire

Fasten all gates

Keep your dogs under close control

Keep to public paths across farmland

Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges and
walls

Take special care on country roads

Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone

Take your litter home

Help to keep all water clean

Protect wildlife, plants and trees

Make no unnecessary noise

Colour maps and information on

the rural village of Preston and

surrounding area

www.prestonvillageherts.com

History
InthetimeofEdwardtheConfessor,themanorof
Deneslai(laterTempleDinsley-seemaprefC4)was
heldbyEarlHaroldbutby1086itwasinthehandsof
WilliamtheConquerorandwasassessedatthetimeof
theDomesdayBookashavingavalueofsevenhides.

Prestonformedpartofthemanor,‘thehundredof
Hitchin’and,inthe12thcentury,wasgrantedtothe
KnightsTemplars,whobuiltaPreceptoryoftheorder
atTempleDinsley.Amongthebestknownofthese
KnightswasBernarddeBalliol,acrusaderwhose
effigycanstillbeseeninHitchinStMaryChurch.

Theearliestreferencetoachurch
intheareawasin1252whensix
acresoflandwasgiventothenuns
atElstow,Bedfordshire.Thenuns
providedachaplaintothechurch
andgaveonemarkofsilverand4lb
ofwaxforcandlestocelebratethe
feastofStMichael.Thecurrent
church,StMartin’s,isrelativelymodernhavingbeen
builtin1900,agoodexampleofanartsandcrafts
building.

Accordingtofolkloreandhistoricrecords,alost
KnightsTemplartreasurechestisburiedsomewherein
Preston.In1309,byorderofEdwardII,thesix
KnightsTemplaratTempleDinsleywerearrested:two
weresenttotheTowerofLondonandtheremaining
fourtoHertfordCastle.NeithertheKing,norGeoffrey
delaLee,towhomtheTemplar’slandswereassigned,
couldfindthetreasurecasketsaidtobeburiedat
TempleDinsley.ARoyalCommissionsetup

,foundnothing,nordid
twomengrantedapatenttodigfortreasurebyEdward
IIIonconditionthattheCrowntookhalfthespoil.
Somebelievethatanancientoaktotheeastsideofa
pool,longagofilledin,isacluetotherestingplaceof
thefabuloustreasure.

OnthedissolutionoftheKnightsTemplarsin1312,
TempleDinsleypassedtotheKnightsHospitallerswho
residedtheiruntiltheirdissolutionbyKingHenryVIII
in1542.TheestatewasthengiventoSirRalphSadleir
ofStandonforhisservicestothecrown.

“to
inquiretouchingconcealedgoodsoftheTemplarsin
theCountyofHertfordshire”

In1690,hissonEdwinsoldtheestatetocoverhis

debts,toBenedictIthellwholaterbecameaTrusteeof

HitchinGrammarSchool.MrIthellpulleddownthe

oldhouseanderectedthepresentone(nowPrincess

HelenaCollege).Thewingsandoutbuildingswere

addedbythefamousarchitectSirEdwinLutyensfor

theFenwickfamilyin1909-22alongwithfinegardens

designedbyGertrudeJekyll.

WhenthewidowofBenedictIthelldied,theestatewas

inheritedbyThomasHarwood,

and,followinghisdeathbyhisandMrs

Ithell’ssecretson,JosephDarton.In1873,theDartons

soldTempleDinsleytoHenryPryorwhosoldoffparts

oftheestatesoestablishingthevillageweknowtoday.

Prestonalsohasitsplaceinhistoryduetoits

importanceinthedevelopmentofnon-conformist

religionduringthe17thCentury.

TothenorthofthevillageisWain

Woodwherethepreacherand

authorofPilgrim'sProgress,John

Bunyan,heldregularmeetings.

Burieddeepinthewood,youcan

findBunyan'sDell(maprefA4),

anaturalamphitheatrewhichwas

thesiteofBunyan’sservices.

“

,wrotean

18thcenturyHitchinparson.

BunyanusedtostayatHunsdonHouseorPreston

Castle(nowthesiteofprivately-ownedCastleFarm-

maprefB2).Nearlyacenturylateritbecamethehome

ofCaptainRobertHinde(1720-86),historianofthe

LightDragoonsandtheinspirationforLaurence

Sterne'sUncleTobyinthenovelTristramShandy.He

embattledthefarm,providedadrawbridgeandplaced

gunsonthefrontlawn.Ontheanniversaryofabattle

orothernotableevent,hewouldmarchhis‘army'

composedofhissteward,farmhands,andagroupof

villagechildrendressedinauniformofhisowndesign,

intoHitchinmarketplaceandonreturntoPrestonfire

asaluteofguns.

“herfaithfulfriendand

steward”

Ihaveunderstoodthata

thousandpeoplehavemetinthat

daleatmidnighttohearMrBunyanpreach”

FurtherinformationonthehistoryofPreston,

includingfamilyhistory,canbefoundat

www.prestonherts.co.uk

Paths andTrails
The Preston Trust is a supporter of the Parish Paths
Partnership (P3), a scheme which enables local people
to improve and promote the use of rights of way.

Preston benefits from an extensive network of off-road
routes classed as Public Rights of Way, many of which
are signed or “waymarked” with coloured arrows along
the route.

are open only to walkers.

are also open to horse riders and cyclists
(although cyclists should give way to other users).

are legally open to all traffic, although most
of them are unsuitable for ordinary motor vehicles,
you may encounter off-road vehicles and motorbikes.

are open to all non-motorised users
including vehicles such as horse-drawn carts.

are where the owner has given
permission to the public to use the path. Although
permission is usually granted on a long-term basis, it
can be withdrawn at any time.

For further information, see

Footpaths

Bridleways

Byways

Restricted byways

Permissive paths

www.rambers.org.

This leaflet has been designed by John Nurthen on

behalf of THE PRESTONTRUST

RedLion

AttheheartofPrestonisTheRedLion,a200year-old

Georgianbuildingandfreehouse.Asareal-alepub,

TheRedLionoffersanever-changingassortmentof

realalesmostlysourcedfrommicro-breweriesfrom

aroundthecountry.

ThePubhasanattractivewell-keptbeer-gardentothe

rearwhichisverybusyduringtheSummermonths.In

theWinter,anopenlogfireprovidesacosyand

traditionalpubatmosphere.

Homemadefoodisservedeverydaywithproper

roastsforSundaylunchusinglocalproduce.

TheRedLionisalsowellknownbecause,in1982,it

becamethefirstcommunity-ownedPublicHousein

GreatBritain.Thespiritofthevillageinitiative

attractednationalandeveninternationalattention.

HavingwontheBronze

Awardtheprevious

year,TheRedLionwas

presentedin2003with

thenationalSilver

AwardbytheMorning

Advertiserforthebest

CaskConditionedAle,

andhasheldtitlesas

CAMRA'sPuboftheYearinHertfordshirein2001and

PuboftheYearforNorthHertfordshirein2000,2001

and2005.

TheRedLionisthespiritualhomeofthevillage's

highlysuccessfulCricketClub.Aswellasservingthe

localcommunity,italsoactsasameetingplacefor

MorrisMen,bookclubs,ramblers,cyclists,fishermen,

shootersaswellasthreehunts.

TheRedLion,

TheGreen,Preston,Hitchin,Hertfordshire,

SG47UD

Tel:01462459585
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