Minutes of the 

PRESTON  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH MEETING                      3rd May 2011 

Present: 
Linda Woodward, Pat Loustau, Sarah Gill, James Bentall 

PCSO Heather Burrows, Ita Leaver.



Apologies:
Ken Murray, Brenda Reintjes, Jo Blyth

The following points were discussed:

1.

Local crime update
Fortunately, crime in Preston over the past year has been very low but in Hitchin and the surrounding rural area, sheds and outbuildings continue to be targeted for theft of tools and metals.

In March two handbags were taken from vehicles parked outside the primary school and the village hall.

The most serious incident in Preston was the theft of two Lakeland Terriers form Keepers Cottage on Kings Walden Road on 14th April. 

PCSO Heather mentioned that two vehicles had been broken into last week whilst parked at the bottom of Hitchwood Lane although nothing was taken.

She also said reported crime was generally lower in the past year in the Offa and Hoo Ward.    

2.

Police Surgeries 

This year the surgeries are being held at the village hall on Saturday mornings from 10am - 12pm. Dates are published in the Newsletter and on the notice board at the Green. 

Our next two surgeries with PC Matt Jenkins and PCSO Heather Burrows will be on 23rd July and 1st October.
3.

Rural Intelligence Gathering System or RIGS.  

This is a paging system, which was set up by PC Matt Jenkins in February 2010. Several pagers were issued to members of the rural community including myself, gamekeepers and local farmers. It works whereby pager holders are able to receive and send messages in relation to suspicious incidents/vehicles or individuals in and around our local rural area.

This system is proving to be very useful and has helped the police to catch offenders such as hare coursers.

A Rural Watch sign has been put up at the junction of Back Lane/Church Lane, which can be seen on leaving the village going towards Kings Walden. Another sign has recently been put up at Poynders End. A third one will possibly be at Hitchwood Cottages, visible on leaving the village.
4.

Committee update
There were no changes to the committee in the past year.

5.        
The OWL System + emails to Committee
Ita and Brenda are set up on OWL and receive messages via email.  Brenda sends out any necessary notes to the committee when Ita is away on holiday.

Outlying houses are kept informed of incidents by email.

A note is also posted on the village notice board.

The committee agreed this system still works well.

Due to a spending review across North Herts, support for Neighbourhood Watch has been transferred to the Safer Neighbourhood Teams. Watch Liaison Officers are now based at Stevenage but this should not affect the OWL messaging system.

     6.          
DNA Property Marking Scheme

This new property marking scheme is in the process of being launched across North Herts southern rural area. Each kit is supplied with a bottle containing a fluid that you paint onto items such as tools and electrical equipment, vehicles, and even jewellery. A quantity of small warning labels to stick on windows of your property are also included.

To further deter would-be thieves, signs advertising that this scheme is in use will be erected at strategic points where properties are marked. These kits normally cost £50 but are available from our Safer Neighbourhood Team for only £15.

PCSO Heather suggested that details of this scheme and order forms should be made available to all villagers. Covering notes and forms will be given to Ita and committee members will then be asked to distribute them to households in their assigned area. 

7.
Other Items

Ita attends the bi-monthly Local Area meetings in Lilley. PC Matt Jenkins  & PCSO Heather Burrows also attend. Recent crimes in the area and examples of policing successes are discussed.

Community Engagement Panel meetings are also held at Kings Walden village hall each quarter. Priority rural policing issues are discussed at these meetings.

Heather receives a copy of the Village Newsletter each month.

Ita thanked Heather and the committee for their help and support.     


CC. Alison Jeffers, Chairman Preston Parish Council

       Tim Justham,   Chairman Preston Trust
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