Minutes of the 

PRESTON  NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH MEETING                      30th Mar 2010 

Present: 
Brenda Reintjes, Linda Woodward, Pat Loustau, Tim Justham, 

PCSO Heather Burrows, Ita Leaver.



Apologies:
Sarah Gill, Jo Blyth, Ken Murray, James Bentall.

The following points were discussed:

1.

Local crime

Crime in Preston is still considerably low but thefts from vehicles had increased, particularly at the Hitchwood parking area. A barn at Ladygrove and a garage in Hitchwood Cottages were also broken into at the end of last year. Most recently in January there was an attempt to steal a Bassett puppy at Sootfield Green.

Tim reported that some horses at Gosmore mysteriously had their manes plaited. It is believed that this may have been carried out by possible horse thieves.

Theft of metal is also on the increase again.

Heather encouraged us to be vigilant and to report any suspicious activity.  

2.

Mobile Police Van – Police surgeries 

The Mobile Van is now being used for Police surgeries in all the villages. It comes to Preston about twice a year and dates are published in the Newsletter, on the notice board in the Red Lion and on the Green.

Our next surgery with PC Matt Jenkins and PCSO Heather Burrows will be Friday 6th August from 2.30 to 4.30 pm. Tim will also put the details on the village website.

3.

Rural Intelligence Gathering System or RIGS.  

This is a paging system, which was set up by PC Matt Jenkins. On Feb 19th several pagers were issued to members of the rural community at a launch event in Kings Walden village hall. Ita also has one. It works whereby pager holders will be able to receive and send messages in relation to suspicious incidents/vehicles or individuals in and around our local rural area.

A Rural Watch sign has been put up at the junction of Back Lane/Church Lane, which can be seen on leaving the village going towards Kings Walden. Another sign will be put up at Sootfield Green. This has been approved by the Parish Council. 

Ita suggested another sign could be put up on the Hitchin Road entering the village. Heather will locate another one and give to Ita.

4.

Self Defence Evening

There was another ladies self-defence evening at the PHC in September. The Preston Trust funded it at a cost of £3.50 per person. The money was donated to the Police Dependants Trust. Only eight persons attended this session.  Ita will look into having another session in 2011.



5.

Committee update

Chris Marley has retired from the PHC and James Bentall has taken over as Bursar and Clerk to the Governers. James is happy to be a part of Neighbourhood Watch on behalf of the College. Many thanks to Chris for all his support in the past. We look forward to meeting James at future meetings.

6.        
The OWL System + emails to Committee
Both Ita and Brenda are set up on this and receive messages via email.  Brenda sends out any necessary notes to the committee when Ita is on holiday.

Outlying houses are kept informed of incidents by email.

A note is also posted on the village notice board.

7. Other Items

Pat commented on the speeding problem in Church Lane. Heather recently spent about half an hour on a weekday morning monitoring the situation with the Speed Indicator Device. She has offered to show Ita and Pat how this works when next using it on Church Lane. 

An internet website was launched last year called Immobilize.com. 

Register property for free and improve the chances of getting it back if lost or stolen. Anything with a serial number can be registered. This information is made available to all the major UK police forces and a huge range of recovery agencies and lost property offices. 

Leaflets were distributed to all village households in December.

Tim will put these details on the village website.

Ita attends the bi-monthly Local Area meetings in Lilley. PC Matt Jenkins  & PCSO Heather Burrows also attend. Recent crimes in the area and examples of policing successes are discussed.

Heather receives a copy of the Village Newsletter each month.

Ita thanked Heather and the committee for their help and support.

CC. Alison Jeffers, Chairman Preston Parish Council

        Les Edwards, Chairman Preston Trust
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