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Deadline for the January 2012 newsletter is 20 December. Contact Howard Trinder (435339 or      

e-mail htrinder@danube-express.com.   The newsletter is also available via the village website www.prestonvillageherts.com.


DATES TO REMEMBER

Fri 2 Dec

SG4 in the Red Lion – 8.30pm

Sun 4 Dec
Lighting of the Christmas Tree – The Red Lion – 6.30pm

Tue 6 Dec
Church Cleaning - 4.00pm

Wed 7 Dec
Preston Village Society - 8.00pm – 23 Chequers Lane

Wed 14 Dec
Parish Council – 8.00pm – Village Hall

Fri 6 Jan

BBC Radio 4’s “Any Questions” - PHC

Tue 10 Jan
Church Cleaning - 4.00pm

Sat 28 Jan
Preston Trust Supper - PHC

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Preston Broadband: The Parish Council would like to thank everyone for their support and commitment to the Preston Broadband project and are cautiously optimistic that the full amount will be raised. David Drew will be contacting residents for their contributions in the very near future. Anyone who has not already contributed to this project and who would like to  should contact David Drew ( 453963 or Alison Jeffers (432120 as soon as possible. Anyone who would like further information on the background to the project and the minutes of the recent village meeting should contact: Margaret Trinder, Clerk to Preston Parish Council: ( 435339 or email: trinderm@btinternet.com

Litter: The Parish Council would be grateful if those young people who leave bottles and cans at the edge of the field beside the path leading to Church Meadow could take their litter home or dispose if it in a bin. 

PRESTON VILLAGE SOCIETY

Our next meeting is our Christmas get together on Wednesday 7 December at Jan Williams, 23 Chequers Lane at 8.00pm. We look forward to seeing you all.

THE RED LION

The Red Lion will be offering a Christmas menu in the run up to Christmas. Over Christmas and New Year food will not be available at certain times ( 459589 for further information and table reservations.
ST MARTIN'S CHURCH SERVICES

DECEMBER

                           SIDESMAN
               READER



  4th  
No Service. 11.00am  Family Communion Service at All Saints, St Paul’s Walden



4.00pm
Messy Church in Whitwell Village Hall

 11th 
4.00pm
Christingle.  Family Service with carols





             



Captain Lowle





18th 
9.30

Village only
 
Mr Cole
        
          Mrs Sansom
        

(Romans 16:25-27, RCL p.455)

Intercessions: Parish Priest    Chalice: Mrs Reeves



4.00pm

At All Saints, St Paul’s Walden.  Candlelit Carol Service

24th 
4.00pm

At All Saints, St Paul’s Walden. Crib Service



10.00pm
Christmas Eve
Mr Blockley
          
Various







Holy Communion and Carols  



                         
(Isa. 52:7-10, Heb. 1:1-4, John 1:1-14, RCL p.23 )







Intercessions: Mr Dickinson
Chalice: Mr Dickinson

25th

No Service at St Martin’s.   10.00am  Family Communion Service at 

All Saints, St  Paul’s  Walden

JANUARY

 1st    
No Service. 11.00am Family Communion Service at All Saints, St Paul’s Walden

If any sidesman or reader cannot make any of these dates, please try to find an alternative
See also enclosed card for the Christmas Services at both churches in the Parish.

A LETTER FROM OUR PARISH PRIEST

Rosemead 61 High Street Whitwell Hitchin SG4 8AH 
( 01438 871658 or 01462 686808 

   










email: elizabethbunker@hotmail.com

Dear Friends,

Last month schools across the country marked 200 years of church schools.  I was delighted to be in a packed St Alban’s Abbey with the Head and a number of children from Preston Primary School along with children from other church schools in the diocese. We were present at one of three celebration services held in the Abbey.  

Also in October at All Saints we had a local celebration service for the 50th anniversary of 

Songs of Praise when several members of the parish chose a favourite hymn.  Together with prayers and a reading we enjoyed singing hymns traditional and modern and relaxing afterwards over afternoon tea.  

St Albans diocese is marking Advent again in what can be a paperless way if you receive the daily verses by email or text.  Christmas is a gift but it’s easy to miss it.  Why not make time in the run up to Christmas to unwrap Gifts for Life, to take a moment each day to think about and act on the things that truly matter, the gifts that really make a difference?  Join thousands of others and receive, by text or email, a verse, a thought, a prayer, a challenge.  This begins on Advent Sunday 27 November, or join in at any time.  Unwrap Gifts for Life - things that last, gifts that make a difference.  Sign up and get more details at www.livethechallenge.co.uk.  And the verse(s) for the days of Advent will also be printed out and available in church each week.  

This year we have a change to our services on the Sunday before Christmas at All Saints.  There is NO Family Service in the morning and NO evening carol service.   Instead there is a Candlelit Carol Service at 4pm on 18 December followed by refreshments. We are delighted that St Paul’s Walden School choir are joining us for that service.

And don’t forget the Parish Christingle Service. This candlelit celebration at St Martin’s Preston at 4.00pm on 11 December is a lovely service for young families as we approach Christmas.   You may be interested in how the first Christingle came to be made.   Many years ago the children in a village were asked to bring a Christmas gift to put beside the crib in church.  One family was very poor, but the three children were still determined to take something and decided to take an orange as their gift.  But they saw the top was going green, so the oldest child cut it out, and put a candle in the hole.  To add colour, one of the girls took a red ribbon from her hair and tied it around the middle of the orange fastening it in place with toothpicks.  The toothpicks looked bare, so the youngest child added some raisins.   The children took their decorated orange lantern to church for Christmas. Some of the other children were unkind about their gift, but the priest held it up as an example of the real meaning of Christmas.  He said the orange is round, like the world;  the candle gives light in the dark, like God’s love; the red ribbon goes round the ‘world’, as a symbol of Christ’s blood, given for everyone; the four sticks point in all directions, showing that God is everywhere; and the fruit and nuts remind us of God’s blessings.

With my prayers and best wishes to you and your families for Christmas and the New Year 

Elizabeth 

ST MARTIN'S CHURCH 120 CLUB

The winners of the November draw in the 2011/12 120 Club (£30 each) are:




 No.   99 
Mrs J M Davies



    
 No. 129
Mrs Z E A Coles

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

The number to contact at North Herts Police for all non-emergencies (including witnessing of fly-tipping) is 0845 33 00 222 or 101 or 01707 354000. For removal of fly-tipping which has already occurred, call Veolia on 0800 328 6023.

PC Matt Jenkins and PCSO Heather Burrows can be contacted regarding local community issues. Their contact details are as follows:

PC Matt Jenkins:  ( 07736 225349 or 01438 757604

PCSO Heather Burrows: ( 07847 364955 or 01438 757604

In the event of an emergency or if you witness a crime taking place please call 999.

FRIENDS OF ST MARTIN’S

This year’s Christmas Party will be held on Sunday 11 December from 7 – 10 p.m. hosted by Alan and Sue Griffiths, Windrush, Back Lane. Tickets are £12 and include a buffet supper, wine, beer and soft drinks. Numbers are limited to 35 so please ring Sue ( 434194 to reserve your place.

PRESTON TRUST

Your Preston Trust needs you ! All members of the Trust have served the village for many years and some are now standing down. We need some new recruits! If you would like to join us, have fun and help the village for the benefit of all, please contact Tim Justham on ( 437908. or email tim.justham07@gmail.com Previous committee members would be very welcome.
Any Questions is coming to Preston:

The Preston Trust are pleased to announce that the popular BBC Radio 4 programme will be broadcast live from Preston on Friday 6 January 2012. PHC have very kindly agreed to host the event in the PA Hall and all villagers are invited to attend and perhaps submit questions for the panel to debate. Admission will be by ticket, which are free and are available from The Red Lion or (  421124. Do support.

Preston Trust Annual Photo Competition: 

The Preston Trust invite all to submit their photos to the competition in two classes. Open Class (any subject) and Preston Class ( sights, people and animals from in or around Preston).  There are three age groups, they are Primary School Children, Secondary School Children and Adults. Cash prizes will be awarded for 1st & 2nd. in each class for all three age groups. Entries will be displayed at the Preston Trust Supper at PHC on the 28 Jan 2012.  Please deliver all entries (max size A4 and mounted on card with your name, age, address and what class you are entering) to:  Tim Justham. 4. Chequers Cottages, Chequers Lane, Preston. ( 437908. by the closing date of 21 Jan 2012.

The Preston Trust Supper: 

Please make a note in your diaries that The Preston Trust Supper will be held at PHC again on Saturday 28th. Jan 2012. Top quality entertainment and a magical evening promised for all. More details to follow next month.

Christmas lights at the Red Lion: 

Everyone is invited to come along on Sunday 4 December at 6.30pm and join in turning on the Christmas lights at Red Lion again this year. Mulled wine, mince pies and carols. Look forward to seeing you all..!
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