Preston Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting

held on Wednesday 5th May 2010
at 8.00pm in the Village Hall

Present:
Councillors
Mr D Drew



Mr J N C Healey



Ms A Jeffers (Chairman)



Mr D Keast



Mrs P A Stark 



Mrs M Trinder (Clerk)


            In attendance
Mr R G M Young (Treasurer) 


County Councillor Nigel Brook



PC Matthew Jenkins 


Eight members of the public.

1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Chris Challans, District Councillor David Barnard, Jo Anne Duncan, Head Teacher of PHC, Alison Brooks, Head Teacher of Preston Primary School, Les Edwards and Sue Griffiths. 

2) Election of Chairman 

It was proposed by Councillor David Keast and seconded by Councillor Pam Stark that Alison Jeffers be re-elected as Chairman for the ensuing year. The resolution was passed unanimously.
3) Election of Vice Chairman

It was proposed by Councillor Alison Jeffers and seconded by Councillor Margaret Trinder that John Healey be elected as Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. The resolution was passed unanimously.

4) Election of Parish Clerk

It was proposed by Councillor David Drew and seconded by Councillor Alison Jeffers that Margaret Trinder be re-elected as Clerk for the ensuing year. The resolution was passed unanimously.

5) Election of Treasurer

It was proposed by Councillor David Keast and seconded by Councillor John Healey that Robert Young be re- elected as Treasurer for the ensuing year. The resolution was passed unanimously. Robert was warmly thanked for all his hard work as Treasurer during the previous year.
6) Minutes of the last AGM

The minutes of the last Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 6 May 2009 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

7) Chairman’s Report

Having completed another 12 months as Chairman of Preston Parish Council I can happily report that Preston is very much as it was this time last year.
Before I go on to provide you with more detail on what the Parish Council has been involved with over the last 12 months, I would first like to thank my fellow Councillors, our Treasurer Robert Young and Clerk, Margaret Trinder, for their hard work over the last 12 months. Without them all the Parish Council and Preston would be a poorer place.

With regard to the work of the Parish Council there are many aspects of village life that are directly or indirectly affected by the hard work of your elected Councillors. I suspect many activities of the Parish Council may go ‘unnoticed’, so I thought I would take this opportunity to provide an overview of the activities we have been involved with over the last 12 months

Some examples include:

· Informing the village of possible development sites that are being considered within the village

· Holding public meetings about possible development sites, encouraging the village to participate in the formal process

· Lobbying Herts Highways to resolve the flooding of the road outside The Chequers. Work on the collapsed drain is now complete after many years of neglect.

· Lobbying Herts Highways to resolve numerous issues with the local roads

· Requesting additional concrete meshing for parking at the Primary School

· Dead Woman’s Lane –The Parish Council drove the initiative to lobby the County Council for this lane to be closed to 4x4s but despite many letters requesting this, the Council has still covered it with crushed concrete. It is still closed to 4x4s but their intent is to open it again so you can share your country walks with motorised vehicles.

· Supporting the Cricket Club in its drive to create to a second pitch in Preston

· Supporting the Cricket Club by successfully applying for significant funding to purchase new machinery to maintain the ground

· Obtained funding to provide a picnic bench in the Millennium Field

· Replacing the kissing gate leading from the Millennium Field to the church
· Contributing to the pruning of yew trees in the church grounds
· Inputting to the Police Locality Plan

· Cutting the grass on the public spaces

· New dog pooh bin for the recreation ground

· Emptying public waste bins

· Ensured ROSPA Health & Safety reports are undertaken and acted upon

· Planting daffodils

· Reviewed all Planning Applications

· Lobbied against the proposed East of Luton expansion scheme

· Lobbied against the proposed West of Stevenage expansion scheme

In summary I feel the Parish Council has been successful over the last 12 months in managing their responsibilities to ensure the village of Preston remains the place we all know and love.
8) Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer explained the receipts and payments for the year, with accounts showing an accumulated balance at 31 March 2009 of £15541.84.

9) Reports by Local Organisations

The Chairman thanked all the members of the public who had come along to the meeting to listen to reports from various organisations. The meeting continued with interesting reports by the following:

County Council Issues

Nigel Brook

Local Council Issues


David Barnard (read by the Clerk in his absence)
Herts Constabulary


PC Matthew Jenkins

Neighbourhood Watch

Ita Leaver

Preston Nursery School

Jenny Woolner
Preston Primary School

Alison Brooks (read by the Clerk in her absence)

St Martin’s Church


Meta Reeves
Friends of St Martin’s


Mary Young
Preston Cricket Club


David Clark
Preston Trust



Les Edwards (read by the Clerk in his absence)

 Preston Village Society

Jenny Murray

The Red Lion



Andre Loustau
Village Hall Committee

Jenny Murray

Any other Business 

None
Date and time of next meeting: Wednesday 11 May 2011 at 8 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

