



PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 2 November 2011 at 8 p.m.

Present
Councillors
Mrs C Challans



Mr D Drew



Mr J Healey



Ms A Jeffers (Chairman)



Mrs P Stark



Mrs M Trinder
 (Clerk)

In attendance

Robert Young, Treasurer  



Nineteen members of the public







1) Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor David Keast and County Councillor Nigel Brook
2) Minutes of previous Meeting
Following an amendment to item 13: the broadband speed, these were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

3) Matters arising

3.12: Back Lane: The ivy has been cut down from telephone wires. The Pilkington Estate has agreed that the hedgerows are their responsibility and will deal with this.
4) Comments from the public
There were no comments from the public.

5) Police Update

There was no police update. 

6) County and District Update
David Barnard reported via email that he had been busy with the airport, and its proposals to increase passenger numbers up to 18 million, initially, and ultimately up to 30 million. There will be a consultation in the future and he will be looking for support re: infrastructure and roads in Hertfordshire, over-flying of villages, especially at night and any proposed encroachment into green belt countryside
Bloor Homes are progressing with the preparations to finalise their current planning application to build 1,000 houses in green belt around Cockernhoe and Tea Green. 
He also enquired if the Parish had plans for the Jubilee Celebrations and if financial support would be required. A sub committee of Preston Trust will be organising Jubilee Celebrations in the village but the Parish Council agreed that financial support would not be required for an event in Preston.
7) Planning Applications

7.1: Ladygrove Court

The following concerns were raised by Parish Councillors who had seen the plans prior to the meeting:

· The density of the units: It was felt that 10 two bedroom properties in a confined area was overdevelopment.  

·    Sewage: There is currently a serious problem with sewage and there needs to be assurance that an effective and sustainable new system is in place before any conversion goes ahead.

·    Infrastructure:  Electricity, telephones and road systems need to be able to cope with the increased use without impacting on the local community.

·    Rooflights: Concern was expressed at rooflights being installed on a Luytens listed building.

·    Privacy: The new units would be able to look into the windows of Ladygrove Cottages.

The following points were raised by members of the public:

·    The importance of ensuring that a sustainable sewage system is incorporated into the planning conditions, perhaps with a legally binding contract.

·    The importance of the infrastructure for the local community.

·    There are not enough parking spaces for the planned number of residents.

·    The privacy of Ladygrove Cottages, particularly number 5 which would be overlooked by two of the new units.

·    Are the residential units the appropriate use of these listed buildings?

·    The quality of life for the residents of the new units in a confined space with no individual gardens.

·    It is suggested that Court Homes could consider an alternative use for these buildings including a mixed development. 

·    More effort could be made to keep the office units: more advertising, reduced rents and the proposed change of broadband speeds could encourage prospective tenants.

·    Most people present were not against change of use but would prefer a smaller number of units, preferably a maximum of 6.

·    It was noted that when Ladygrove Cottages and the offices were built, a condition of the planning application was the provision of a roundabout on the Codicote Road. Subsequently Hertfordshire Highways decided that a roundabout there would be dangerous so it did not go ahead.

The public were informed that:

·    Court Homes had discussed the application with both the Planning Officer and the Conservation Officer and had modified the plans accordingly.

·    The Planning Officer will have consulted interested parties such as the Luytens Society, the Environment Agency and Anglia Water.

·    The powers of the Parish Council are limited. Objections can be submitted to NHDC but the decision to take an application to planning committee is made when either a local District Councillor objects to the plans or the Planning Officer recommends the application is taken to committee.

·    If this application goes to the planning committee, interested parties would have a total of 3 minutes to put their case.

·    Members of the public can attend planning committee meetings.

·    Members of the public can write to the Planning Officer with their objections but these must fit planning law and legislation. If they do this, they will be informed by NHDC of the progress of the application.

·    An amended site plan is going to be submitted by Court Homes and it is expected that this will be circulated in the usual way. 

·    It was agreed that if members of the public required a copy of the letter sent to NHDC by the Parish Council they would email the clerk. A copy of the letter would be placed on the village notice board.

·    The public will be informed of the date of the planning committee meeting by the Clerk.

7.2:  Latchetts: Standard Conditional Permission has been granted for the garden shed.

7.3:  Hartings: A variation on a previous application was supported by the Parish Council.

7.4:  Section 106 money: The Parish Council agreed that they would try to support Preston Primary School with this funding. The Clerk has established that they have a room in their extension which the community could use. The Clerk has emailled Mary Caldwell to find out if this would be an appropriate use of this money but has not yet had a reply.

8) Cricket Club Representation

There was no cricket club representation

9) Hertfordshire Highways Update

9.1: Resurfacing: This will take place later this month on Back Lane and Crunnells Green and Butcher’s Lane to the Charlton Road junction.  Major work is taking place on the hill on Charlton Road this week. 

9.2: Salting: There is an opportunity for Parish Councils to have their own supply of salt at cost price from Hertfordshire Highways. This would be either one 850kg grab bag or 25kg bags. It was agreed that the Clerk would enquire about the cost of this and also whether this amount and the cost of a salt bin for Preston Hill could be claimed from County Councillor Nigel Brook’s Locality Budget. Councillor Healey volunteered to store the salt, organise the bin and to ensure it remained topped up during the winter.
9.3: At the Joint Member Panel meeting on Monday, Parish Councils were informed that from April 2012 Hertfordshire County Councillors will be the contact for any highway issues or schemes they wish to propose. The total funding available to each County Councillor will be £90000 plus any part of the £10000 locality budget he or she may wish to allocate to highway schemes.
Action: The Clerk to enquire about the cost of salt.
Action: The Clerk to contact County Councillor Nigel Brook to see if the Locality budget could be used for salt and a salt bin.

10) Locality Budget: See item 9.2 above

11) Affordable Housing

It was agreed that we would accept the Housing Needs Survey report as final and acknowledged that we were not obliged to follow its recommendations.

It was suggested and agreed that we would have a sub committee of the Parish Council to meet with Howard Cottage Association and work on the project which the Parish Council have agreed to pursue. The sub committee will report back to the Parish Council as appropriate. Councillors Keast and Trinder will form the sub committee.
Action: The Clerk to organise a meeting with Howard Cottage Association for the sub committee.

12) Broadband Update

Councillor Drew has received an offer of £31525 plus VAT for the broadband improvement work. Fliers have been distributed in the Parish to inform residents of a meeting on Sunday 20 November at 11.30 at PHC.  

The Treasurer has been making enquiries about VAT and he and Councillor Drew have been looking into the best way of collecting contributions from residents. It was agreed that the Parish Council would contribute £3000 towards the cost and Preston Trust will also contribute. Councillor Drew will be visiting all the businesses in the parish prior to the meeting to ascertain if possible what their contribution will be.

The Parish Council agreed that they would not seek any further quotations for this work because they are satisfied that no-one else can match the BT offer. 

13) Pond Maintenance

 A member of the public, involved with the installation of the pond, expressed his disappointment that the pond had not been maintained annually by professional contractors. The Chairman explained that the pond had been cleared out this Spring and that Parish Councillors did what the contractors would have done. The Parish Council will maintain the pond annually, either themselves or by employing contractors. It was pointed out that the pipes also need cleaning out and should be included in a schedule of work for a contractor.
14) Chairman’s Report

The Chairman had nothing further to add.

15) Clerk’s Report

15.1: It was decided that we would not submit a Parish Council response to the consultation on Constituency boundaries.

15.2: The NHDC Town and Parish Council Conference is being held on Tuesday 22 November at Letchworth. Councillors Drew and Healey will attend.

16) Treasurer’s Report

	1.   TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£

	M Rainbow: grass cutting
	
	
	
	150.00

	Cooper Building Services: shed repair
	
	
	
	
	102.00

	Paul Madden: bus shelter repair
	
	
	
	
	80.00

	BDO LLP audit fee
	
	
	
	
	192.00

	Macmillan: litter picking donation
	
	
	
	
	120.00

	Barclays: deposit box fee
	
	
	
	
	10.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Preston Cricket Club
	
	
	
	
	210.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.    BANK BALANCES
	
	
	
	
	

	General Fund
	
	
	
	
	15593.88

	Provision for new sheds
	
	
	
	
	3500.00

	Recreation Ground Fund
	
	
	
	
	4000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	23093.88


16.1: The Treasurer informed the Parish Council that the audit report has again said the balance of funds is greater than the level expected that a Parish Council would hold.  The Parish Council, however, are mindful of potential commitments such as replacement storage sheds on the Recreation Ground and the possible risks of fallen trees and the water pipe across the Recreation Ground. The Parish Council agreed to monitor the situation to see if the balance could be reduced to a lower level. The audit report also stated that the fidelity guarantee is insufficient for the amount of money in the bank. It was agreed that this would be reviewed annually with Risk Assessments.

16.2: The Treasurer has been advised that there should be tubular heaters in the pavilion roof that are triggered by low temperatures to prevent frozen pipes around the storage tank.  It was agreed that these should be installed at a cost of £170 plus Vat. It seems that there is already a heating element triggered by temperature in place on the pipe runs in the roof vault but the switch wasn’t connected up. This will be rectified and a provisional sum of £70 has been allowed for this.  

16.3: Following the break in at the pavilion, the shed door has been replaced and quotations are being sought for the fence around it. To increase security, one option is to have a metal 20 foot container with a secure lock instead of a wooden shed.  This would cost £1350 and £100 for delivery. The Treasurer will talk to the Cricket Club about this. Another option is to have poles and bars in front of the shed doors which have to be dismantled to gain access. 

16.4:  The Treasurer undertook to confirm with the Cricket Club that weekly visits to the pavilion will take place over the winter.

17) Any other business

17.1: Councillor Stark asked if a note could be put in the next newsletter asking young people to refrain from throwing bottles and cans on to the edge of the field next to Church Meadow.

17.2: The Treasurer suggested that draft minutes are published rather than waiting for signed minutes after the next meeting. This was agreed and will take immediate effect. The Clerk will circulate minutes to Parish Councillors asking for any amendments before they are made public. The signed minutes will not be published again.
18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 14 December at 8 p.m

The meeting closed at 10.25 p.m
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