PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Tuesday 19 April 2011 at 8 p.m.

Present
Councillor
Mr D Drew



Mr J Healey



Ms A Jeffers (Chairman)



Mr D Keast



Mrs P Stark



Mrs M Trinder
 (Clerk)
In attendance

Robert Young (Treasurer), County Councillor Nigel Brook and one member of the public.
1) Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Chris Challans, Paul Constantinidi, District Councillor David Miller and District Councillor David Barnard
2) Minutes of previous Meeting
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

3) Matters arising

3.3.7.6: The Chairman has heard from Mary Caldwell regarding the money we receive as a result of new houses being built in the parish. There is £5000 available but it has to be used for specific purposes and supporting the Primary School building project is not one of them.
3.16.1: The Chairman has contacted IMAS who have looked at the pond and have quoted £200 - £300 + VAT for removal of leaves and branches. There would be an additional cost for disposal of waste. It was decided that this offer was not acceptable and we would not take it up.
3.16.2: The grass mat has been put down in the Recreation Ground. The Clerk will put a note in the next newsletter to acknowledge the grant from Awards for All.
3.16.3: On behalf of the Parish Council, the Clerk wrote to Preston Nursery School congratulating them on their outstanding Ofsted report.

 Action: The Clerk to put a note in the June newsletter acknowledging the Awards for All grant.
4) Comments from the public
4.1: A member of the public asked if the Parish Council could request that all the potholes between Preston and Hicthin are filled in. He had a puncture in one of his tyres after driving over a pothole. Councillor Keast will contact Hertfordshire Highways about potholes.
4.2: The member of the public said that he felt the local lanes were enhanced by cow parley but usually it is cut down when it is at its peak. He asked if this could be delayed in Preston this year. There is uncertainty as to who is responsible for cutting the verges. Councillor Keast was asked to contact Hertfordshire Highways to find out the policy on cutting verges.
4.3: The member of the public asked if the Cricket Club had been successful in the PACIF grant. He was told that they weren’t. (item 9.2)
4.4: The member of the public asked if the findings of the Housing Needs Survey were going to be made public. The Chairman explained that the report is in draft at present and when the report is finalised the village would be made aware of the findings.

4.5: The member of the public asked if the Parish Council minutes could be published soon after the meeting rather that when they are approved at the following meeting. The Clerk will find out if there is any procedure that we are required to follow.

Action: Councillor Keast to contact Hertfordshire Highways about potholes and verge cutting.
Action: The Clerk to find out the legal requirements for publishing Parish Council minutes

5) Housing Needs Survey Questions and Answers with Debbie Ealand, NHDC   
Debbie Ealand was welcomed to the meeting to answer questions relating to the housing Needs Survey.

It was not possible to identify those who had expressed a need for Affordable Housing as the questionnaires were confidential. The survey is a snapshot of housing need at the time it is undertaken. It is recognised that the survey has a 5 year lifespan and that circumstances change. Any houses which are built have to be 100% affordable to meet planning criteria. 
Successful schemes which have already been implemented are:

Barley: survey 2003, 16 households identified a need, 6 – 12 units were recommended, 9 units were built by the Howard Cottage Association: 6 for rent and 3 for shared ownership.

Therfield: survey 2004, 15 households identified a need, 7 units were recommended, 6 units were built by the Howard Cottage Association for rent, one of which was flexible with the option of converting it from a 1 bedroom to a 2 bedroom home.

Great Wymondley: survey 2005, 23 households identified a need, building is taking place this year: 4 rented 2 bedroom houses and 2 shared ownership 2 bedroom houses.

Barkway has a development under construction with rented, shared ownership and open market houses.

Radwell’s survey identified a need for 4 households and 4 houses are being built on North Herts land.

Cockernhoe: survey 2004, 28 households identified a need and North Herts Homes are building a phased development of 10 houses, 5 rented and 5 shared ownership to address the needs identified from the survey. At the same time 28 new units have been built to replace some very old houses and a new village hall has been built. 

Once the houses are built they are allocated first to people with a connection to the village. If there are not enough people to take over the houses, they are then allocated to people in the next adjacent village, then to people in any other North Hertfordshire Parish and finally to the whole district. 

The number of units built depends on the size of the available site. The project has to be managed so that the development blends in with existing houses. Further building could take place at a later date if sites became available.

Once an affordable project was given the go ahead, the Housing Association would organise everything: identify the site, acquire the land, submit the planning application and build the houses. Usually a working group from the Parish Council works with the Housing Association, everyone is consulted and village meetings are held. The Parish Council, The Housing Association, Debbie and the Planning Team would identify suitable sites. The Housing Association would negotiate the purchase of land with the land owner but the price would not be open market value. Only affordable houses can be built as the site would be an exception site as Preston is in green belt and no other development would be granted planning permission. If NHDC land was available and suitable, it would be considered as a site.
The rent for the properties would reflect housing benefit guidelines. Shared ownership is usually 30 – 50% ownership, up to a maximum of 80%. The housing will be affordable in perpetuity. When someone wants to move on they must sell the house back to the housing Association or to someone else who meets the criteria. 
It was decided that 12 units would be too many but consideration could be given to the possibility of building 4 units in the next 1 -2 years with the support of the planning team. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would consider the information provided alongside the report and that affordable housing would be discussed at the next meeting.

The Chairman thanked Debbie for attending the meeting.

6) Police Update

There was no police update but the Chairman reported that a burglary had taken place at Keepers Cottage 48 hours after the posts were removed on Dead Woman’s Lane. Property and two dogs were taken. We were not informed in advance of the posts being removed. The Chairman has taken up this matter with Tom Goldsmith on the Rights of Way team. County Councillor Nigel Brook will also follow this up with him.

7) County and District Update
Disposal of waste is an issue on which the County Council need to make a decision. It is possible that they will have to go down the incineration route as landfill tax is £150 per ton.
County Councillor Nigel Brook reminded the Parish Council that his locality budget was available.
8) Planning Applications
8.1: 15 Chequers Lane: The Parish Council supported this application.
9) Cricket Club Representation
9.1: There was no representation from the Cricket Club. 

Following discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would ask the Cricket Club to include the following items on the maintenance schedule which will be attached to the Cricket Club Licence: 
· Heating, including when to turn it on in the winter

· Repair of picket fence

· Roof felt

· Quarterly liaison with the Parish Council

There is an insurance claim going through for damage to the pavilion due to a leak. It is hoped that the inclusion of the above items on the maintenance schedule will prevent this occurring in future.
The Treasurer informed the Parish Council that Paul Constantinidi had found a company to insure the cricket club equipment which will be cheaper for them than insuring it through the Parish Council. 
9.2 Cricket Club Second Pitch

The Cricket Club bid for PACIF funding of £50000 was unsuccessful. One of the reasons for its refusal was that other sports didn’t feature enough in the bid.
10) Hertfordshire Highways Update
Councillor Keast will contact Hertfordshire Highways about the matters raised in items 4.1 and 4.2.
11) Broadband Update
The information from the survey has been analysed and costed. There are two options which are feasible: either update the line between Hitchin and Preston or update the fibre optic line at Ladygrove. BT has decided that they will update the line between Hitchin and Preston. This means bypassing the cabinet in Gosmore and changing the cabinet near the bus shelter from a secondary cabinet to a major cabinet. Once this proposal has been formalised there will be another meeting to take the matter forward.
12) Bus Shelter Update
The work in the bus shelter has been completed. 

13) Chairman’s Report: The Chairman had nothing further to add.
14) Clerk’s Report:

14.1:
Dates for next year’s meetings were discussed. The Clerk will confirm them after booking the village hall. 

14.2:
We have been offered a presentation for communities on Luton Airport Anti- terrorism strategy. It was suggested that we include this in the July meeting. The Clerk will organise it.

Action: The Clerk to book the village hall for next year’s meetings.

Action: The Clerk to organise a presentation on Luton Airport’s anti terrorism strategy
15) Treasurer’s Report

	1.   TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£

	Ramerick Nurseries
	
	
	
	580.80

	Coletta Doors- repair of pavilion door
	
	
	
	540.00

	R Young – for LG brown to investigate leak.
	
	
	
	
	30.00

	Barclay’s Bank – box charge for 6 months
	
	
	
	
	40.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	NHDC - precept
	
	
	
	
	3680.00

	Preston Cricket Club
	
	
	
	
	615.85

	Preston Trust
	
	
	
	
	242.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.    BANK BALANCES
	
	
	
	
	

	General Fund
	
	
	
	
	15990.05

	Excess for water damage
	
	
	
	
	

	Matting for Recreation Ground play area
	
	
	
	
	3460.00

	Recreation Ground Fund
	
	
	
	
	5811.00

	
	
	
	
	
	25261.05


15.1: The precept and budget were discussed, including the position at the end of the year.

15.2: The Clerk was asked to write to the Treasurer of Preston Trust thanking them for their contribution to the trees in Church Meadow.
15.3: A cheque for £80 will be given to the Church which is a donation by the residents who conduct the litter sweep in the village.

15.4: Replacement sheds on the Recreation Ground will cost approximately £3500. It was agreed to move £2300 from the General Fund to the Recreation Ground Fund to plan for this.

15.4: Nick Broughton has again agreed to audit the accounts free of charge. They will be ready for signing at the next meeting on Wednesday 1 June.
15.6: We have been selected for a detailed audit this year. In preparation for this we need to have our internal audit signed off (see above) and review our risk assessments at the time. Linked to this we have to consider Fidelity Insurance. This is in case of dishonesty by Parish Council employees or the Treasurer. This is not a legal requirement. After due consideration, the Parish Council again decided against taking out this policy.
Action: The Clerk to write to the Treasurer of Preston Trust
16) Any other Business
16.1: Councillor Stark informed the Parish Council that while the residents were conducting the litter sweep they noticed that dirty nappies were being left on the grasscrete area near the Primary School. The Clerk was asked to write to the Head Teacher about this so that she can ask parents to refrain from this practice.
16.2: Councillor Challans suggested by email that the bushes half covering the layby on Church Lane should be cut back as people are either not using it or if they do their cars stick out into the road. It was agreed that the Clerk would telephone the residents of the houses concerned and ask if they would cut back their bushes. It was also pointed out that the bushes at Wedelee are encroaching on to the verge so the Clerk will speak the owners and ask if they too can be cut back.

16.3: Councillor Drew informed the Parish Council of his concern at large lorries coming in and out of Vicar’s Grove without paying due care and attention to other road users.  Councillor Drew had to go right on to the verge to avoid being hit by one this week.

16.5: Councillor Trinder had been asked by a villager to ask if something could be done about resurfacing the parking area on Chequers Lane. It was felt that Hertfordshire Highways had more urgent matters to attend to at the present time and the Parish Council would not pursue this issue.
Action: The Clerk to write to the Head Teacher of Preston Primary School

Action: The Clerk to speak to the residents of Highways and Wedelee

17) Date and Time of next meeting:  Wednesday 1 June  at 8 p.m.

The meeting closed at 10.05 p m
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