PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 19 January 2011 at 8 p.m.

Present
Councillors
Mrs C Challans



Mr D Drew



Mr J Healey



Ms A Jeffers (Chairman)



Mr D Keast



Mrs P Stark



Mrs M Trinder
 (Clerk)
In attendance

Three members of the public

1) Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Robert Young (Treasurer), County Councillor Nigel Brook and District Councillor David Miller

2) Minutes of previous Meeting
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

3) Matters arising

3.6.5: A response to the Luton Core strategy was circulated to Parish Councillors for comment and subsequently submitted.
3.13.1: Documents provided by the Chair at the last meeting showed that Parish Council land is already registered. The Land Registry has been informed.

7.6: The Chair has not heard anything further from either Mary Caldwell or David Barnard about possible funds from new buildings in the Parish. She will contact them again.

Action: The Chair to follow up possible funds with Mary Caldwell and David Barnard
4) Comments from the public
There were no comments from the public.
5) Police Update

There was no police update. 
6) County and District Update
There was no County and District update.
7) Planning Applications
7.1: Preston Primary School: The Parish Council fully support this application. The Clerk  passed on the suggestion to the school that a covered walkway would be better than an uncovered one. The school intend to do this. Councillor David Keast suggested that we contact Hertfordshire Highways and ask for a temporary one way system for Back Lane and Crunnels Green to accommodate construction traffic. The Parish Council agreed to this so Councillor Keast will discuss this at one of his meetings with Hertfordshire Highways. It was also suggested that he ask Hertfordshire Highways if they have any ideas for protecting verges as it is noted that the verges on Back Lane are in a very bad state at present. 

7.2: Sadlers End: Conditional permission and conditional listed building consent have been granted.

7.3: Vicar’s Grove: Last Friday, Councillors Challans, Drew and Healey attended a site meeting with Officers from Hertfordshire County Council. This matter went to the Development Control Committee meeting yesterday and was approved. The committee did not agree to the suggestion of not allowing vehicle movements until after 9 a.m as they thought this would lead to vehicles queuing elsewhere. The committee did agree to wheel cleaning on site to reduce the amount of mud on the road and suggested that a liaison group with residents and the County Council for the site could be established.
Action: Councillor Keast to discuss a one way system on Back Lane and Crunnels Green with Hertfordshire Highways and also to enquire if they have any suggestions for protecting the verges.

8) Cricket Club Representation
8.1: There was nothing to report from the cricket club at the present time.
The Clerk has prepared the licence for the cricket club to use the Recreation Ground. References to Preston Sports and Recreation Club have been removed as it no longer exists. It was agreed that, with effect from this year, the licence would be renewed every 5 years rather than every 3 years. The Clerk will email the licence to Paul Constantinidi for comments from the Cricket Club.

It was agreed at the last meeting that we would plan for replacing the sheds in the Recreation Ground. The Treasurer has obtained quotes and it would cost £3600 to replace both sheds. Re-roofing at a cost of £150 - £180 per shed might be all that is required.

8.2 Cricket Club Second Pitch

There is nothing to report at the present time. 
Action: The Clerk to email the Cricket Club Licence to Paul Constantinidi
9. Hertfordshire Highways Update
It was reported that despite the time and money spent on Hitchwood Lane last year, the flooding at the moment is worse than ever. Councillor Keast will inform Hertfordshire Highways of this.
Action: Councillor Keast to inform Hertfordshire Highways about the flooding on Hitchwood Lane.

10) Church Meadow Trees: Tim Justham from Preston Trust, who attended the meeting with a colleague, was thanked for organising an expert to give an opinion on the fruit trees. All 18 trees are saveable but work is required. It will cost £680 to prune and stake them and install rabbit guards. In subsequent years it is anticipated that 2 hours work at £48 per hour will be required to keep the trees healthy and producing fruit. It was agreed that the work should be undertaken but that the Clerk would obtain more quotes to ensure that we are getting best value for money. 
There was some discussion about who was responsible for the maintenance of the trees. It was decided that the Parish Council and Preston Trust would split the cost this year and that the Parish Council would undertake the annual maintenance thereafter. 
The representatives from Preston Trust agreed that they would contact Preston Primary School with a view to the children visiting Church Meadow while the work on the trees was being undertaken to see what was being done. They would also suggest that the school should pick and use the fruit in the Autumn. It is hoped that by involving the children in the maintenance of the trees it may help to reduce vandalism in Church Meadow.
Action: The Clerk to obtain more quotes for the work on the fruit trees.

Action: Tim Justham to contact Preston Primary School about the children observing the work on the trees and collecting and using the fruit each Autumn.

11) Broadband Update: Councillor Drew circulated correspondence resulting from the meeting with BT in December. BT is using information provided to analyse the problems. There will be another meeting to discuss their findings and the way forward.
The Chairman thanked Councillor Drew for all his work and persistence on moving this issue forward.
12)  Rights of Way Improvement Plan: It was decided that we would not submit anything for this.

13) Chairman’s Report: The Chairman reported that a piece of oak had been obtained to replace the broken section of the pond fence.
14) Clerk’s Report 
14.1: The St Alban’s Cycle Ride will take place on Sunday 15 May and as usual will pass through Preston.

14.2: The Town and Parish Council Conference will be held on Wednesday 6 July. Any suggestions for the agenda should be given to the Clerk by Friday 18 February.
14.3: It was decided that we would not submit a Parish Council response to the School Transport Consultation.
14.4: The Clerk has received information about the British Legion’s 90th Anniversary and a request to hold a Poppy Party. It was agreed that this would be passed to Liz Maude who organises the sale of poppies in Preston.
Action: The Clerk to give information on Poppy Parties to Liz Maude

15) Treasurer’s Report

	1.   TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£

	St Martin’s Church – contribution to 

Grass  cutting
	
	
	
	246.00

	Preston Cricket Club – honorarium – 

Dec quarter
	
	
	
	75.00

	NHDC – dog waste removal
	
	
	
	
	85.96

	Veolia
	
	
	
	
	108.69

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.   RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	
	

	Awards for All – grant for matting in Recreation Ground Play area
	
	
	
	
	3460.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.    BANK BALANCES
	
	
	
	
	

	General Fund
	
	
	
	
	13885.13

	Matting for Recreation Ground play area
	
	
	
	
	34600.00

	Recreation Ground Fund
	
	
	
	
	5311.00

	
	
	
	
	
	22656.13


15.1: The precept and budget was distributed.
16) Any other Business
16.1: Councillor Challans informed the meeting that pond maintenance would be required in April. It was agreed that the Chair would contact IMAS about undertaking this work.

16.2: Councillor Drew asked if the Parish Council could congratulate Preston Primary School on their position in the Primary School League Tables. They were 9th in Hertfordshire. The Clerk has already passed on comments from Parish Councillors to the school. 
Action: The Chair to contact IMAS about pond maintenance

17) Date and Time of next meeting:  Wednesday 2 March at 8 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.30 p m
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