PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 2 March 2011 at 8 p.m.

Present
Councillors
Mrs C Challans



Mr D Drew



Mr J Healey



Ms A Jeffers (Chairman)



Mr D Keast



Mrs P Stark



Mrs M Trinder
 (Clerk)
In attendance

Robert Young (Treasurer), County Councillor Nigel Brook
1) Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Paul Constantinidi and District Councillor David Barnard
2) Minutes of previous Meeting
These were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

3) Matters arising

3.7.6: The Chair has not yet contacted either Mary Caldwell or David Barnard about possible funds from new buildings in the Parish. She will endeavour to do this before the next meeting.

7.3: Councillor Drew asked about the situation with the Vicar’s Grove site. It was reported at our last meeting that planning permission had been granted for work on  the site. Since then a lot of material has been going in but it is recognised that this will be required on the site. The contractors have to fulfil their agreement which should be monitored by the County Council. County Councillor Nigel Brook will check that this is being done.
8.1: The cost of re-roofing the sheds on the Recreation ground is £150 - £180 for labour plus materials and not a total cost of £150 - £180 per shed.
10.0: The Church Meadow Trees have been the repaired by Ramerick Nurseries at a cost of £484. We need to review their state next January and prune them again if necessary.  A couple of repaired trees are in very poor state and may not survive. It was suggested by the contractor that we might like to replace the three missing trees but the Parish Council decided they would not do this.

14.4: Liz Maude is away in summer months so has passed information on Poppy Parties to Sue Griffiths as she has connections with the Forces.

15: There was an error on the bank balances in the minutes and matting for the Recreation Ground play area should have read £3460.00
Action: The Chair to follow up possible funds with Mary Caldwell and David Barnard
4) Comments from the public
There were no comments from the public.
5) Police Update

There was no police update but the Chairman reported that she had spoken to PC Matt Jenkins about the tramp who spent several nights in the bus shelter before moving on. He was not committing any crime. If he were to stay for 21 days, the owners of the bus shelter could take out an injunction against him which would force him to move on. Although we have been unable to find any documents which prove ownership, the minutes show that the Parish Council has been maintaining the bus shelter over the years and we insure it so we take this to indicate that the Parish Council is the owner. 
6) County and District Update
County Councillor Nigel Brook made the following points: 
· Council Tax is unchanged. 
· Hertfordshire’s preparation for cuts had been made early.  
· No libraries will close but opening hours will be reduced. 

· The cost of repairing potholes is very high. 

· A higher number of children have got their first choice for Secondary transfer. 

· There has been a large number of thefts of drain covers and other metals. County Councillor Nigel Brook is alerting all Parish Councils about this. 

· Hare coursing remains a problem. 

· All County Councillors have £10000 for local grants which are available after 1 April. 
District Councillor David Barnard sent the following points by email: 

· NHDC Council tax is frozen for the next 12 months.

· Southern Rural Committee has limited funds still available for small grant requests, which includes community group requirements. Applications should be received by 7th March.

· Grants budgets will be a little diminished next year, but support will be given when possible.

· District Councillor David Barnard been campaigning to support the retention of school transport provision, as the County is considering its withdrawal. Nigel Brook is also working in this direction.

· Resistance against proposals to extend Century Park Business site beyond the airport into North Herts has been, and remains, robust! Much vigilance and work has to be maintained to repel this unwarranted intrusion into our Green Belt. 

· Hare coursers have been arrested and charged.

·    Fly-tipping remains a major problem locally, and District Councillor David Barnard is negotiating with agencies to support more robust measures to minimise this.

· The workload of Councillors seems to increase year on year, and this must be absorbed to maintain standards.

7) Planning Applications
7.1: Holly Tree House: Standard Conditional permission has been granted

7.2: Preston Primary School: Conditional permission has been granted.

8) Cricket Club Representation
8.1: Paul Constantinidi had emailled to say that the Cricket license was discussed at the Cricket Club meeting on Monday 28 February and he was awaiting signatures.
8.2 Cricket Club Second Pitch

Paul Constantinidi had emailled to say that on Tuesday 1 March he had attended and presented to PACIF which is the grant of £50000 which the cricket club had applied for. The Cricket Club will hear if they have been successful by the end of March at the earliest. 
Councillor Keast reported that applications for Listed Building Consent and Building Regulations had been applied for and that the bat survey would take place this summer. 

County Councillor Nigel Brook would be happy to receive an application to his locality budget from the Parish Council to support the Cricket Club.
9. Hertfordshire Highways Update
Councillor Keast reported that Hertfordshire Highways were pleased with the way that the Hitchwood Lane copes with flooding following the work last year.
Councillor Keast will be meeting with Paul Hazeley from Hertfordshire Highways next month in Back Lane with a view to putting more Grasscrete down and the possibility of introducing a one way system on Back Lane and Crunnels Green while the building work is going on at the Primary School. 
10) Housing Needs Survey: Following discussion it was agreed that there could be a need for affordable housing in Preston but there were concerns about the survey, the options available to us and the commitment that needs to be made by prospective tenants. It was decided that we would ask the two people who made the original presentation if they could attend the next meeting to answer the questions raised so that the Parish Council can then make recommendations on this issue.
Action: The Clerk to arrange for Debbie Ealand and Herbert Dzapata to attend the next meeting if possible.

11) Broadband Update: Councillor Drew reported that work continues on trying to improve Broadband provision for Preston. It has been established that the cabinet for Preston is actually in Gosmore. If the line could by pass the cabinet in Gosmore and go straight to the distribution box on The Green the signal could be improved. There is a fibre cable at Ladygrove and checks are being made to see where it originated and if it is usable. These are the two possibilities currently being investigated.

12) North Hertfordshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan: It was decided that we would not send in a response to this consultation.

13) Chairman’s Report: The Chairman had nothing further to add.
14) Clerk’s Report:

14.1: Draft Design Supplementary Planning Document Consultation: The Parish Council had no comments to make on this consultation.

14.2: 
Parish Council Elections: The Clerk distributed nomination papers to Parish Councillors for the forthcoming Parish Council elections. The forms must be submitted to NHDC by midday on Monday 4 April with a Proposer and a Seconder. The Clerk will supply the electoral numbers of the people who are asked to be proposers and seconders. It was agreed that Parish Councillors who would like their forms to be hand delivered to NHDC would give them to the Clerk by the end of the day on Thursday 24 March. The Clerk will ensure that the notice of election is widely displayed in the village, including the Red Lion.

Action: Parish Councillors to ensure that their nomination papers are with the Clerk by Thursday 24 March 
Action: The Clerk to hand deliver nomination papers to NHDC

Action: The Clerk to ensure that the notice of election is widely displayed in the village.

15) Treasurer’s Report

	1.   TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£

	Veolia
	
	
	
	22.73

	Electricity
	
	
	
	120.09

	CPRE
	
	
	
	
	29.00

	Clerk’s expenses
	
	
	
	
	91.07

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.    BANK BALANCES
	
	
	
	
	

	General Fund
	
	
	
	
	13885.13

	Matting for Recreation Ground play area
	
	
	
	
	3460.00

	Recreation Ground Fund
	
	
	
	
	5311.00

	
	
	
	
	
	22656.13


16) Any other Business
16.1: Councillor Stark asked about pond maintenance which needs to be done in April. The Chairman has not yet contacted IMAS but will endeavour to do this before the next meeting.

16.2: Councillor Challans will contact the contractor to organise a date for the work in the Recreation Ground.
16.3: Councillor Healey noted that Preston Nursery School had received an outstanding Ofsted report.

Action: The Chairman to contact IMAS about pond maintenance

Action: The Clerk to write to Preston Nursery School on behalf of the Parish Council.

17) Date and Time of next meeting:  Tuesday 19 April at 8 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.35 p m
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