PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Wednesday 1 June 2011 at 8 p.m.

Present
Councillors
Mrs C Challans



Mr D Drew



Ms A Jeffers (Chairman)



Mr D Keast



Mrs P Stark



Mrs M Trinder
 (Clerk)
In attendance

Robert Young (Treasurer), County Councillor Nigel Brook and two members of the public.
1) Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor John Healey and District Councillor David Miller 
2) Minutes of previous Meeting
Following the deletion of a phrase in item 9.1, these were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

3) Matters arising

3.4.5: At the last meeting a resident asked if Parish Council minutes could be published immediately rather than after being approved at the next meeting. The Clerk has established that it is acceptable for draft minutes to be published but they would not be valid minutes until accepted as a correct record and signed by the Chair at the next meeting. Minutes in draft form should have a watermarked DRAFT on each page so approved minutes would have to be published too. It was decided that this was unnecessary and that we would continue to publish approved minutes only. 
3.14.2: There will be a talk on Luton Airport anti terrorism strategy at the July meeting.

3.3.16.1: Following the decision at the last meeting not to accept the IMAS quote for pond maintenance, the Chairman thanked the working party who cleared the pond. Councillor Challans felt that the pond should be properly maintained by a contractor with the weed and sludge cleared out using the money earmarked for this purpose. There were differing views on this so it was decided that Councillor Challans would speak to IMAS and get a detailed list of what would be done in the pond to enable the quote to be reconsidered. 
Action: Councillor Challans to speak to IMAS for an itemised quotation for work in the pond.
4) Comments from the public
4.1: A resident came to the meeting to express his displeasure at being asked by the Parish Council to cut back his bushes which were encroaching on to the verge. While he has cut back the vegetation as requested, he feels that how he manages his property is not Parish Council business and he asked that such a request is never made again.  The Chairman thanked him for coming to the meeting and making his feelings known.
4.2: The member of the public who was present at the last meeting sent a message to ask if the Parish Council was aware that the cow parley had been cut down and if they knew who did it. Councillor Keast has recently received some information from Hertfordshire Highways and it looks as if the County Council organises this in Preston. Councillor Keast will try to find out more about this and will get back to the resident when he has further information.
5) Police Update

There was no police update.
6) County and District Update
County Councillor Nigel Brook informed the Parish Council that there had been a change of Chair at the County Council and other County Councillors had changed their roles. There will be a seminar on Localism for County Councillors on Monday 6 June. The Herts show was a resounding success.
7) Planning Applications
7.1: 2 Ladygrove Cottages: The Parish Council supported this application but because the Parish Council rejected an application for the same property in 2003 we have had to explain why we support it now. The Clerk has written to say that as it is a smaller extension, is more in style with the area and Luytens design and has no adverse impact on anyone the current Parish Council support the application.
7.2: Rosebank, Back Lane: The Parish Council had no objections to this application. It has received Standard Conditional Permission.

7.3: Mary Caldwell, Development and Conservation Manager at NHDC will come to the September meeting. She will talk about planning policy and its implications. It was agreed that we would also ask her to give us guidance on what we can object to and on what grounds when considering planning applications and to ask for specific advice about planning applications in the conservation area. She will have 30 minutes allocated to her. She will also provide details of the money we have available.
7.4: Following discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would continue to write to the neighbours for their views when we have planning applications to consider.

Action: The Clerk to inform Mary Caldwell about the requirements for her talk.
8) Cricket Club Representation
Paul Constantinidi confirmed that the Cricket Club agreed the revised maintenance schedule. He will send details of the equipment insurance to the Treasurer. He also asked if the septic tank had been emptied last year but this is the responsibility of the Cricket Club. The Clerk will supply details of a company which does this.
Action: The Clerk to supply details of a septic tank company to the Cricket Club.
8.2 Cricket Club Second Pitch

Listed Building Consent for the pavilion is supported by the Parish Council. PHC will be the major contributor to the second pitch and as the PACIF bid was unsuccessful, more private fund raising will be required. County Councillor Nigel Brook pointed out that the Cricket Club would be eligible for £500 of his grant funding if they applied via the Parish Council. 
9) Hertfordshire Highways Update
Councillor Keast has recently met with Paul Hazeley from Hertfordshire Highways and they have agreed that the following works are required in the Parish:
· Hitchwood Lane: Old plastic bollards to be replaced with wooden ones.
· Back Lane: Potholes to be filled in and more grasscrete installed to prevent the verges being destroyed by people parking on them.
· Butchers Lane: Potholes

· Charlton Road: A lot of work is required to enable the road to be reconstructed where the barriers are at present and the hill needs to be resurfaced. The road will have to be closed to d this.
· The Bull crossroads: White lining is required.

· Hitchin Road: The 30mph sign will be moved to where the Preston sign is. 

It takes 10 weeks from the meeting to an order being raised. 
10) Affordable Housing
 It was decided that we would take the next step and look into a small development of 2 – 4 affordable housing units. The Clerk will contact Debbie Ealand about how to proceed. It was noted that village meetings would be required and that residents would be kept informed throughout the process.
Action: The Clerk to contact Debbie Ealand about instigating an affordable housing project.
11) Risk Assessments
The Parish Council considered the risk assessments to ensure that everything was covered. Following discussion and amendment, they were agreed and will be reviewed next year. 
12) Litter

12.1: It has been brought to the attention of the Clerk that litter is becoming a problem again, although some of it is perhaps being left by visitors rather than local residents. It was noted that the amount of litter on Back Lane has reduced after the Head Teacher of the Primary School wrote to parents. It was agreed that the Clerk would put a note in the next newsletter about this.

12.2: The Clerk has been asked by Preston Trust if the Parish Council would like their help with litter collection. The current system of two villagers doing this four times a year works very well and they are happy to continue. It was decided that we would decline Preston Trust’s offer of help.
Action: The Clerk to put a note in the next newsletter about litter.

Action: The Clerk to contact the Chair of Preston Trust regarding their offer to help with litter collection.

13) Broadband Update
Councillor Drew is in contact with Open Reach every two weeks on this matter.  Once they have established the cost and how it can be met, a meeting will be held to discuss the way forward.
14) Chairman’s Report: The Chairman reported that Preston Trust had contacted her about the phone box. This is listed so BT has to maintain it. Preston Trust cannot buy it themselves so they have asked if the Parish Council will buy it for £1 and then pass it on to them. It was decided that it was better for BT to retain ownership but that we would provide the details so that Preston Trust can contact BT direct to ask if they could maintain the phone box even though they don’t own it. 
Action: The Clerk to provide contact details for BT.

Action: the Chairman to contact Preston Trust about ownership of the phone box.

15) Clerk’s Report
15.1: We have been asked by NHDC if we would like to provide some land for use as a cemetery at our expense. We will not be pursuing this offer.

15.2: There is an exhibition at New Barnfield Resources Centre, Hatfield on Wednesday 8 June at 2 p.m to which Parish Councillors are invited. 

15.3: The next Local Access Forum is being held on June 15 from 7.30 to 9.30 at Hatfield.

15.4: East of Luton: An exploratory meeting was held on 18 May to look at concerns about the core strategy. It is possible that more work will have to be done on it and 6 months will be allowed for this. This decision will be made on 24 June. 

The Clerk has received an email from David Barnard. John Ironside, NHDC representative on East of Luton, has been asked to provide an update at the Southern Rural meeting on June 16 as David Barnard has learned that Crown Estates have granted a diminished lease to Alison Balfour-Lynn at Dog Kennel farm, and have stated that they have every intention to proceed forcefully, and have confidence in a positive result, to develop East of Luton.

This is for information only at the present time and no action is required by the Parish Council.
16) Treasurer’s Report

	1.   TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	£

	St Martins Church: donation of street 

cleaning money
	
	
	
	80.00

	Peter Lewis: plumbing repairs to pavilion
	
	
	
	315.60

	M Rainbow: grass cutting
	
	
	
	
	150.00

	Clements Playground Management; Matting under play equipment
	
	
	
	
	4008.00

	B. Noades: retiling 1 shower room
	
	
	
	
	777.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2. RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Preston Trust: contribution to fruit trees
	
	
	
	
	242.00

	Preston Cricket Club
	
	
	
	
	210.00

	Gate money
	
	
	
	
	5.00

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.    BANK BALANCES
	
	
	
	
	

	General Fund
	
	
	
	
	12851.45

	Excess for water damage
	
	
	
	
	250.00

	Provision for new sheds
	
	
	
	
	3500.00

	Recreation Ground Fund
	
	
	
	
	4000.00

	
	
	
	
	
	20601.45


16.1: The precept and budget were discussed.

16.2: Review of Internal Audit: The accounts for the year ended March 31 2011 have been audited by Mr Nick Broughton, the Parish Council’s internal auditor.  The Parish Council reviewed the internal audit, considering scope of the audit, the independence and competence of the auditor, their own responsibilities in respect of the financial controls of the Council, and the report of the internal auditor. The Parish Council is satisfied that the audit has been both thorough and effective.

16.3 Annual Return: The annual return for the year ended March 31 2011 was considered and approved by the Parish Council and parts 1 and 2 duly signed.

16.4: Insurance Schedule: Now that the cricket club are insuring the equipment themselves, the cost of our policy is reduced to £1275 before IPT. We can take out a three or five year long term agreement with Zurich which gives an annual discount but which would not change the rates applying to risk. It was decided that we will take out a three year long term agreement with a £60 per annum discount. At the end of the three years we will get quotes from other companies to ensure that we are getting best value for money.

16.5: Gate Money: A new resident on Chequers Lane has taken on a gate licence. This will be until 2014 when all the licences will be up for renewal for the next ten year period.

17) Any other Business
The Chairman informed the Parish Council that the posts have now been permanently removed on Dead Woman’s Lane and it is now fully open.
18) Date and Time of next meeting:  Wednesday 27 July at 8 p.m.

The meeting closed at 10 p m
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