
PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

        Offley Holes Farm 
        Charlton Road 

Tel: 01462435339                                                 Preston 
Email: trinderm@btinternet.com                                               Hitchin 

      Herts 
            SG4 7TD 

Mr R Kelly 
Principal Strategic Planning Officer 
North Herts District Council 
Gernon Road 
Letchworth 
SG6 3TF 

Thursday 5 February 2015 

Dear Mr Kelly 

Preston Village Boundary 

I am writing to inform you that Preston Parish Council objects to the settlement boundary 
which appears in the Local Plan Preferred Options 2011 – 2031 which is currently open for 
consultation. 

On 17 January 2007 you and Mr Beaven came to a meeting of Preston Parish Council to 
present and discuss a proposed village boundary that would also denote the settlement 
boundary and that would reflect the needs of the local community for the future. One of the 
points considered and agreed at that meeting was to put the NHDC field (at the north-west 
corner, near Chequers Lane / Templars Lane) to just outside the village boundary.  There is 
another smaller field to the south just beyond the Primary School, which you suggested 
should also be kept outside your proposed boundary, with the comment that at a future time 
these would provide two self-contained areas that could support certain permitted 
developments if Preston Parish Council and the village were in favour.  The Parish Council 
and you yourselves were all in clear agreement on having these two remaining green spaces 
just outside the boundary.   

This is also the village boundary as referred to and shown without alteration in the Land 
Allocations - Additional Suggested Sites documents of July 2009, and again as referred to and 
shown without alteration in the Housing Additional Location Options of July 2013.  The 
document as published by NHDC in 2007 has been the working document referred to and 
used since then by us both, and perhaps most recently in 2014 by NHDC in its approval of the 
exception site for our affordable housing.  
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Preston Parish Council has not been approached to discuss, let alone agree, an alternative 
boundary by NHDC. We believe the boundary should not be changed unilaterally, 
unnecessarily and without discussion or examination. Until the boundary is re-visited and 
agreed by both parties, Preston Parish Council believes that the 2007 proposed boundary must 
stand and they want this to become the permanent settlement boundary. A copy of the 
boundary as issued by NHDC is attached to this letter. 

By maintaining these two areas outside the village boundary, it keeps open such possibilities 
as discussed with you in 2007 for other facilities of overall benefit to the village in the future, 
for example:  
• An outdoor sports or play area(s) 
• An extension to the Primary School 
• A larger village hall 
• A location for some additional affordable houses / starter homes, as you and Mr 
Beavan particularly suggested. All 30+  new properties in Preston in recent years have been 
either large executive houses or top end developments and there is a shortage of smaller and 
cheaper properties for younger generations and others. 

In the present context it is important to state the Parish Council believes that keeping to the 
2007 proposed village boundary need not affect the total 36 houses that the Local Plan 
identifies for Preston to 2031.  The remaining numbers are achievable with continuation of in-
filling and particularly the need for more two and three bedroomed houses in Preston such as 
the 6 affordable homes now being completed.   

These two small fields are now the only remaining elements of green space close to the 
village settlement which are not used or farmed.  As well as the possibilities as listed above, 
we hope we can still keep a part of them as green space into the future, in keeping with and 
enhancing the village character.  

We hope that you will take these reasons into account and ensure that the proposed village 
boundary 2007 becomes the permanent settlement boundary for the village of Preston. 

Yours sincerely 

Margaret Trinder 
Clerk to Preston Parish Council 

Cc:  Claire Skeels, Strategic Planning and Projects, North Herts District Council 
 District Councillor David Barnard 
 District Councillor Faye Frost 
 District Councillor Clare Strong


