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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 22 April 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mr D Keast 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In attendance  Robert Young, Treasurer, Paul Constantinidi 
  
1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Burleigh, District Councillor David Barnard 
and District Councillor Faye Frost 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record. 

4) Matters arising 

4.4.5: Eucalyptus trees: The Clerk has spoken to the County Senior Asset Manager as 
Hertfordshire County Council is now responsible for an additional 3000 village trees. They 
have to be assessed on a 3 year cycle. Any work undertaken will be on a safety related basis 
and healthy trees will not normally be cut back or removed. If there is a problem with trees 
and telegraph wires, BT will contact the Council who will then have to undertake any 
necessary pruning. They do not yet know when Preston trees will be assessed. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would pass on this information to Phil Leaver. 

4.15: The Parish Council is now registered for data protection. The Clerk’s email list has 
been updated and she suggests an annual review of this. 

4.19: The Clerk has contacted David Barnard about the money remaining in the gritter fund 
who says that he will support us using this balance for useful purposes in Preston. The Clerk 

!  1

 



DR
AF
T

suggested using this towards the costs of the defibrillator. This was agreed by the Parish 
Council. (see item 14) 

Action: The Clerk to inform Phil Leaver about the situation with the eucalyptus trees. 
Action: The Clerk to inform County Councillor David Barnard about using the 
remainder of the gritter fund for the defibrillator. 
5) Comments from the public 

There were no comments from the public 

6) Police Update 

There was no crime in Preston in February or March. 

7) County and District Update 

There was no County and District update. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: The Cedars: Standard conditional permission has been granted for this application. 

8.2: Ladygrove Lodge: This application has been circulated to Parish Councillors for 
comment. 

9) Cricket Club Representation 

Paul Constantindi reported that the Cricket Club have come to an amicable agreement with 
Whitwell and will play some matches there this season when the Boys School isn’t available. 

There is a hole in the fence which may need looking at. 

We should hear within a week if the grant application to Sport England has been successful. 
If it hasn’t, the Cricket Club will apply to the Wilmott Dixon Trust for funding and use some 
of the club’s own reserves. 

Paul has been able to reduce the cost of insurance this year by changing Brokers. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
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10.1: Church Lane: Councillor Keast and the Clerk met Jason Bown on Thursday 26 March 
to discuss the white lines on the edges of Church Lane which has caused concern among 
some residents. It was agreed that he would look into the options for removing these lines.  

He has now informed us that, following discussion with Ringway and his Highways Locality 
Manager, the only option for removal of the markings would be using a ‘thermal lance’, 
which effectively burns off the thermoplastic material.  This can be a messy process and the 
result can be very unsightly, as well as risking damage to the road surface.  Whilst burning off 
markings can be appropriate in very localised situations, they are concerned that to burn off 
the markings along the entire length of Church Lane would actually lead to further 
complaints, as the likely result would certainly be more unsightly than the markings 
themselves. 

He also explained that edge of carriageway markings are routinely installed around the 
county and are not normally subject to local consultation, as they are considered a standard 
measure to promote lower vehicles speeds.  It had, however, been their intention to consult 
the Parish Council in this instance and he apologised for this not happening. 

Although Mr Bown regrets that he cannot provide the outcome which the Parish Council 
would like, he explained that the markings will soon begin to fade and they will ensure they 
are not replaced, given the level of local feeling. He hopes the Parish Council will understand 
that they are in the position of having to assess options as they now stand and are keen that 
they do not make matters worse.   

The Parish Council had no alternative but to accept this outcome. The Clerk will inform the 
residents of Church Lane who contacted her about this issue. 

10.2: Hitchin Road: Also on March 26, the Parish Council request for a hardstand area for 
BT vans parking in Hitchin Road was discussed. Mr Bown informed the Parish Council that 
if County Councillor Barnard was willing to support this work through his Highways 
Locality Budget, he will progress it, in consultation with the Parish Council.  It  was agreed 
that the Clerk would contact County Councillor David Barnard and ask him to support this 
work. 

10.3: On-going issues: Councillor Keast reported that he had met Derek Jerrard from 
Ringway about outstanding issues and had made progress. Drainage and flooding in several 
areas of the Parish had been looked at, as had the gulleys on the hill on Charlton Road. 
Gulleys should be on an 18 month maintenance programme with those which require more 
work being on an annual programme. They are colour coded to indicate when they were last 
cleaned out. It was noted that no gulleys in Preston have been cleared because they have not 
been put on the asset management register which schedules the work. This will be rectified. 
The ditches on Charlton Road, near Sootfield Green, need clearing out and this work is also 
on the list. 

It was noted that work on the S bend on the road between Preston and Gosmore is a safety 
rather than a maintenance issue. 
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Mr Jerrard was supportive of these issues and informed Councillor Keast that Ringway are 
working on their 2015 – 2016 schedule and all these works may not get on to that schedule 
and will be carried forward to 2016 – 2017.  Councillor Keast was also told that Ringway 
intend to have a closer dialogue with parishes and to have an annual meeting with them.  

Councillor Keast informed the Parish Council that he would continue to work with Ringway 
until all the outstanding issues are on the schedule. 

10.4: School Lane Pavement: A resident contacted the Clerk to ask if the pavement on 
School Lane could be repaired as the rough surface is difficult for older residents on walking 
frames. The Parish Council supported this request and Councillor Keast will contact the 
Minor Works Team to ask if this could be undertaken. 

10.5: Bend on Butcher’s Lane: A resident contacted the Clerk to ask if a sign could be 
erected notifying road users about the bend as there was a near miss with a horse and a car 
recently. The Parish Council decided that this wasn’t possible as any signs would probably be 
knocked down by the large lorries which have to go up and down the lane. The Clerk will 
inform the resident of this decision. 

10.6: Utilities work on Back Lane: This is scheduled for Monday 11 May between 8 a.m 
and 6 p.m. The Clerk and Councillor Clark will liaise with the Primary School about this. 

Action: The Clerk to inform the residents of Church Lane about the outcome of the 
white lines 
Action: The Clerk to inform County Councillor David Barnard that we would like to 
progress hard standing on Hitchin Road. 
Action: Councillor Keast to contact the Minor Works Team about renewing the 
pavement on School Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to inform the resident that it is not possible to erect a new sign on 
Butchers Lane. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Clark to inform the Primary School about the closure 
of Back Lane. 

11) Affordable Housing 

The Clerk had arranged with HCHA that the Parish Council would discuss whether they 
wanted a gate or planting leading into the field from the new houses.  However, Councillor 
Keast reported that hawthorn had already been planted instead. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would go back to HCHA and explain that the Parish Council wanted a lockable gate as this 
will be the only access into the field which will need to be maintained. 

Councillor Keast also reported that there is a lot of rubbish and debris in the field after the 
construction. The Clerk will ask HCHA to ensure that the contractor removes all this before 
leaving the site. 
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Councillor Keast also noted that the area where the first house backs on to the bungalows is 
unsightly. The Clerk will ask HCHA to put up fencing to improve this area.   

There is still an on-going discussion between HCHA and North Herts Homes about who will 
pay for the resurfacing of Templars Lane. The Parish Council will endeavour to ensure that 
this issue is resolved as soon as possible.  

The shortlisting has now been done for the rented property.  Unfortunately there were no 
applicants meeting the local connection criteria to Preston itself although some who meet the 
connection criteria to Offley and St Ippolyts. HCHA will allocate the property to one of these 
applicants. 

Three of the 5 shared ownership properties have been allocated. There is one 3 bed and one 
two bed left. There will be a flier from HCHA included in the May newsletter to ensure that 
there is no-one with Preston connections who is interested, eligible and unaware of the 
properties.  If no-one comes forward, they will go out to the fourth tier of criteria which is 
anywhere in North Hertfordshire. Attendance at Preston Primary School will be one of the 
criteria for this tier. 

Action: The Clerk to contact HCHA about the above issues. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Keast had nothing to report. He expects to hear about the P1 application by the 
end of the month and if this funding is granted, it will pay for footpath signs and  resurfacing 
a section of Dead Woman’s Lane. 

13) Village Trees 

The trees and ivy have been cut back as instructed and it was agreed that tree inspections 
would be undertaken every three years. This will be added to the risk assessment schedule.  

The grant application was successful and we were awarded £1000 from the Rural Grants 
Environmental Fund and £300 from District Councillor Clare Strong’s budget. 

The Chairman has put a note in the newsletter about the work on the trees. 

14) Defibrillator 

The Clerk reported that the cabinet was installed this morning, the defibrillator is inside and 
the code opens the door. The one in the pavilion will be for cricket club use only as gaining 
access at other times would be very difficult, even if it was in an outside cabinet. 
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Twenty seven people attended the awareness meeting. The Clerk will put a note in the 
newsletter informing residents that the defibrillator is accessible on the instructions of the 
ambulance service in response to an emergency 999 call. 

The Clerk had contacted Preston Trust to enquire if they wished to contribute to this initiative 
but they felt that the provision of defibrillators in a village is really a Parish Council 
responsibility and that it was not able to fund part of the cost. 

The installation of the cabinet was £175. The total cost to the Parish Council was expected to 
be £425 but by using the remainder of the gritter fund this is reduced to £226. (see item 4.19) 

Action: The Clerk to put a note in the newsletter about the defibrillator. 

15) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that the Parish Council elections had been uncontested so all those 
nominated were deemed to be elected with effect from Monday 11 May. 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Keast for all his work as a Parish Councillor, particularly 
for everything he had achieved with Ringway and Highways for the benefit of the 
community. 

16) Clerk’s Report 

16.1: Uncontested elections. The Clerk informed the Parish Council that there were no 
elections in any Parish in North Hertfordshire, with some parishes not having a quorum.  

16.2: Parish Council Vacancy: We have a vacancy and we should aim to co-opt someone by 
Thursday 25 June. It was agreed that we would do this by approaching people as no-one had 
come forward as a result of the recent advertising campaign.  

16.3: Appointment of Treasurer: As no-one has come forward in response to the advert for 
a new Treasurer, Robert Young will approach people to try and find someone willing to take 
on this role. 

16.4: Parish Council Paperwork: The Clerk gave out the forms which have to be completed 
by Parish Councillors starting a new term of office. These should be returned at the AGM.  

16.5: Code of Conduct: The Code of Conduct for the Parish Council will be re-visited  at the 
next Parish Council meeting on Wednesday 3 June. The Clerk will email copies in advance of 
the meeting. 

16.6: CDA for Herts membership: This is £30 per annum but the Parish Council decided 
we would not get any benefit from joining this organisation. 
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Action: Parish Councillors to bring completed forms to AGM. 
Action: The Clerk to circulate the Parish Council Code of Conduct. 

17) Treasurers Report 

 TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
           £ 
CPRE subscription         35.00 
Information Commissioners Office fee      36.00  
Frank Gormill: repairs to Recreation Ground gate and fencing 610.00    
Andrew Deptford: cabinet for defibrillator    714.00 
NHDC: emptying of dog waste bins     226.38 
M Trinder: Clerk’s expenses      105.69 
NHDC inspections       111.72 
Redstripe Environmental Ltd: cesspool emptying   156.00 
Barclays: document storage charge half year        2.00 
Maydencroft Ltd       228.00 
                                             

RECEIPTS  

NHDC: Grants for tree maintenance     1300.00 
NHDC: Grant for grass cutting     1000.00 
Barclays: interest for year             6.00 
NHDC: precept 1st half      3180.00 

BANK BALANCES 

General Fund          18138.15 
Grass cutting                1000.00 
Gritter grant             199.25 
Grant for footpath maintenance            60.00 
Provision for tree cutting         2150.00 
Recreation ground fund                    6000.00 
          

 27547.40 

17.1: The precept and budget were discussed.  
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17.2: The Income and Expenditure for the end of the year were discussed and also 
comparisons between this year and last year. 

18. Any Other Business: Councilllors Drew and Keast reported that they had met the 
resident who wishes to put a bench round a tree on The Green. The tree in the middle has 
been identified. They are waiting to hear further from the resident.  
  

19)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 3 June at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m
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