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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 21 April 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillors Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer,  
  Malcolm Blaza, member of the public  

1) Apologies 

 Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor David Barnard and District 
 Councillor Faye Frost 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.5.3: NHDC fence: Councillor Day reported that NHDC had informed her that the fence was 
protecting their property and they would not consider taking it down. The suggestion of 
planting has been referred to the garden section of NHDC but as yet Councillor Day has heard 
nothing further despite chasing and including District Councillor David Barnard in her emails. 
She will continue to pursue this matter. 

The Clerk reported that she had received negative comments from Jackie Barker about the 
fence, both about its appearance and cost. The Clerk has informed her of the situation with 
NHDC. 
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4.10: The Clerk confirmed that the lane leading to Hitchwood Cottages is maintained by 
Ringway on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council. The potholes have been reported and 
have been marked in preparation for being filled in. 

4.14.3: The Chairman has spoken to Vodafone about the proposed phone mast and has 
suggested that it be installed on the site at the reservoir for which Orange had planning 
permission granted some years ago. Vodafone agreed to this suggestion. 

Action: Councillor Day to continue to pursue the request for planting round the NHDC 
fence. 

5) Comments from the public 

There were no comments from the public. 

6) Police Update 
  
There was no crime in Preston in February. 

7) County and District Update 

There was no County and District Update. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: West Green: It has been brought to the Parish Council’s attention that a structure is 
being built in the back garden of West Green which was not in the plans submitted last year. It 
was thought that this might be a swimming pool enclosure for which planning permission is 
not necessarily required, as it could come under permitted development. The Clerk has 
spoken to the planning officer and this has been passed on to the enforcement team and 
someone will go out to investigate.  The Clerk will be informed of the outcome   

The Clerk has informed the residents about this and they have confirmed that the building is 
for a swimming pool and that they were advised that this was permitted development. The 
new pool will be smaller than the previous one. 

On the request of the Clerk work has been undertaken at the path leading to the Primary 
School and it is much better. The Clerk also reported that there are on-going issues with the 
neighbours but both the owners and the contractor are doing their best to reduce the impact of 
the building work. 
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8.2: Cricket Club Score Board: The proposed plans have been agreed by the Parish 
Council and the Clerk has written to the Cricket Club to this effect. 

8.3:  Chequers End Pool House: Conditional permission has been granted. 

8.4:  1 and 2 Offley Holes Farm Cottages: The Parish Council supported this application 
for the erection of 2 new houses and garages following demolition of two fire damaged 
houses and outbuildings.  

9)  Cricket Club Representation 

The Clerk reported that the electrical work discussed at the last meeting has been undertaken. 
As a result of this work it was realised that a new immersion heater was required. The 
Chairman and the Clerk agreed that this could go ahead and the bill for 50% of the cost has 
now been received.  

Councillor Burleigh reported that the new nets are now in use. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1: Footway between Chequers Lane and Church Lane: As agreed at the last meeting, 
the Clerk contacted Mr Blaza and Mr Waters about the proposed plans for drainage and a 
footway to try to solve the problem of the muddy path.  The proposal was for three gullies on 
the left hand side going towards Hitchin which would then be connected under the road so 
that the water could drain away on the other side. The kerbs would be raised and replaced 
where necessary. The next part of the proposal was to tarmac the width of the muddy section, 
then tarmac a footway round the wall of Preston House coming out on to Church Lane. 

Mr Blaza suggested, in writing and in person,that we should consider limiting the proposal to 
draining the road and replacing the kerbs and instead of putting down a tarmac footway, the 
present muddy section could be levelled and turfed.  We could then give this at least one more 
winter to see the effect before giving further consideration, if necessary, to further work.  It 
was noted that a tarmac footway is permanent and there is no going back and that this has 
been an extremely wet winter. 

The Clerk reported that Mr Waters’s opinion was that gullies and drainage wasn’t necessary 
and that he would like a footway to be installed on the muddy section comprising of stone 
mixed with tarmac so that it blends in more easily. He would prefer some grass to be left at 
the side so the footway wasn’t the full width. 

If a footway was put down, it would have to come across to The Green between the bus stop 
and the corner. To cross where previously suggested at the end of Mr Blaza’s property has 
limited visibility.  
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The Parish Council decided that they would prefer to try the proposal for drainage, kerb work 
and turf before tarmac is installed. The Clerk and Councillor Day will liaise with Jason Bown 
and Derek Jerrrad about this proposal. They had hoped that this project would be suitable for 
a safer route to school grant. If this is not the case, County Councillor David Barnard has 
previously agreed that he would fund the work from his Highways Locality Budget.  

The Clerk will inform Mr Waters of this decision. 

10.2: Parish Action Plan: Councillor Day reported that the items discussed at the last 
meeting had been added to the Parish Action Plan and this had been sent to Derek Jerrard. 
However, they haven’t been allocated a category or a timescale so Councillor Day and the 
Clerk will enquire about this. 

10.3: Speed Limit Reduction:  County Councillor David Barnard has confirmed that he will 
support this initiative. PCSO Heather Burrows has confirmed to the Clerk that the police can 
only work with evidence but she can put the Clerk in contact with other parishes who are 
trying to reduce speed limits, by collecting their own evidence using drive safe. 

It was decided that we would investigate signs which flash at motorists indicating the speed at 
which they are travelling at the entry to the village as this was felt to be effective.  Councillor 
Day and the Clerk will contact Derek Jerrard about this. 

10.4: Signs on Butchers Lane and Hitchin Road: The chevrons are now in place on Hitchin 
Road and the signs on Butchers Lane were installed on Monday. Jackie Barker has contacted 
the Clerk about the signs on Butchers Lane. The workmen left the protective covering on the 
ground rather than removing it. The Clerk has apologised to her on behalf of Ringway but 
Derek Jerrard and Jason Bown will be informed that this occurred. 

The sign has been installed on the opposite side of the road to the arrows. While the Parish 
Council acknowledge that Dr Barker has pointed out this mistake, they are of the opinion that 
the sign is effective where it is. In addition, Dr Barker does not think the signs should have 
been installed as drivers might think that 30mph is permissible. The Clerk has contacted Dr 
Barker to explain that the Parish Council do not want people driving at 30mph but as that is 
the limit in the village that is the only sign possible. The most important part is the pedestrian 
sign. When Councillor Day and the Clerk met Highways to consider this, they were informed 
that we could not have the pedestrian sign on its own. 

10.5: School Lane: The Chairman reported that workmen had investigated the problems on 
School Lane opposite his house. They have established that the water is coming from the 
surface rather than from a leak underneath. It was noted that this was the lowest point of the 
road which is lower than the field which is the reason puddles form. Tarmac has now been 
laid on this section and the surface is convex so that water doesn’t pool.  

Action: The Clerk and Councillor Day to contact Derek Jerrard about the proposals for 
the muddy path. 
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Action: The Clerk and Councillor Day to contact Derek Jerrard abut adding categories 
and time scales to the additional items on the Parish Action Plan. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Day to contact Derek Jerrard about installing signs 
which indicate to drivers the speed at which they are travelling. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Derek Jerrard and Jason Bown that work men left litter 
when installing the signs on Butchers Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Mr Waters of the decision on the muddy path. 

11) Affordable Housing 

The Clerk reported that sales of the remaining two properties are going ahead. One meets 
level 3 criteria: other rural parishes and the other meets level 4 criteria; anywhere in North 
Hertfordshire. 

12) Neighbourhood Plan 

The Clerk distributed plans of the Parish which is being considered for the Neighbourhood 
Plan Designated Area. The consultation starts tomorrow, 22 April until 5 p.m on 20 May. The 
Clerk has emailled local residents and the link for the consultation will be in the May 
newsletter. 

The Chairman introduced this topic by informing Parish Councillors that a Neighbourhood 
Plan should have a vision and priorities for at least 15 years.  A Neighbourhood Plan would 
have to be produced by a steering group made up of some villagers plus one or two Parish 
Councillors. 

A Neighbourhood Plan has to be compatible with the Local Plan and cannot stop development 
in the designated area but it can influence development. A Local Plan has to take account of a 
Neighbourhood Plan when there is one in place. It is noted that the next draft of the NHDC 
Local Plan will be available for consultation in September 2016 but we won’t have a 
Neighbourhood Plan in place by then. Land around Preston is identified as Green Belt in the 
Local Plan and a Neighbourhood Plan could identify use of the green spaces within the 
village boundary.  

Following discussion, possible items to be included in a Neighbourhood Plan might be: 

• Housing: number, design, mix, location 
• Transport and rural roads 
• Traffic calming 
• Support for local businesses: development, connectivity, sustainability, building use 
• Facilities for visitors 
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• Facilities for all age groups in the Parish 
• Use of green spaces 

This is a list of some possible options but they will not necessarily be included in the plan. 
The needs and vision of residents will become clear during the preparation of the plan. 

It was agreed by the Parish Council that the next step would be to hold a village meeting 
which will hopefully lead to the formation of a steering group. Research will be undertaken to 
see if there are grants available to support the production of a Neighbourhood Plan. It was 
noted that normal Parish Council business will continue as usual during the production and 
implementation of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The village meeting, which the Clerk will organise, will be held on Sunday 26 June at 11a.m 
in the village hall. Diane Burleigh and Alexandra Higgin will be asked to speak about their 
experiences with Neighbourhood Planning. Information about the procedures and appropriate 
links, including the Pirton Neighbourhood Plan, will be made available to residents by a 
combination of email, newsletter and fliers so that they have some understanding of the topic 
prior to the meeting.  The implications and timescales will also be made clear. 

Action: The Clerk to organise the village meeting and appropriate publicity and 
information for local residents. 

13) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark had nothing to report. 

14) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing to report. 

15) Clerk’s Report 

The Clerk had nothing to report. 

16:  Treasurer’s Report 
  
Summary Financial Report as at 21st April 2016  

Community Account  
          
Balance as at: 29th March 2016             £15,318.97
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Payments made: 
  
Date   Cheque No   Recipient      £  

6 April  101071  NHDC: bins: dog waste   350.06  
6 April  101072  Aquatic Plant solutions   400.00  
6 April  101073  NHDC: bins       97.37 
6 April  101074  NHDC : bins: play area     26.46 
21 April 101075  SJS Plumbing Services Ltd     62.50 
21 April 101076  M Trinder (Clerk’s expenses)   103.52 

           1039.91
     

Monies received:  

Date  From   Relating to  

  NHDC   Precept      3180.00 
31 March NHDC   Grant for pond       400.00 

           3580.00 

Balance as at: 21 April 2016:        £17859.06 
          

Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 21 April 2016       £13,159.83 
     

16.1: The Treasurer reported that he had received the audit paperwork which has to be 
submitted by 20 June. 

16.2: The Treasurer reported that he had received the Zurich Insurance renewal with an online 
tool to assess the amount we have to pay.     

16.3: The Treasurer reported that the first precept payment of £3180 had been received. The 
second payment will be made in September. 

16.4: The Treasurer will complete the paperwork for reclaiming VAT. 

16.5: The Treasurer will sign and return the contract for emptying the bins in the village. 
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Action: The Treasurer to prepare and submit the audit paperwork. 
Action: The Treasurer to arrange to pay the correct amount of insurance. 
Action: The Treasurer to reclaim VAT. 
Action: The Treasurer to sign and retune the contract for emptying bins. 

17. Any Other Business:  

17.1: Councillor Burleigh asked if a note could be put in the newsletter about dog fouling. 
The Clerk will do this. 

17.2: Councillor Stark reported that Mr Rainbow is having two knee replacements and that he 
will not be able to do any grass cutting this year. He has arranged for Mark Smith from 
Greenwood Contracting to cut the grass in Preston this summer. 

Action: The Clerk to put a note in the May newsletter about dog fouling. 

18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 1 June at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.03 p.m

!  8

 


