
DR
AF
T

 PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 20 April 2017 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Lisa Lathane, Clerk Designate 
     Mark Higgin, Treasurer 
  Paul Constantinidi 
   

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Matt Burleigh  

2) Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interests 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.4.15.5: The Chairman has treated the areas around the posts in Church Meadow so that they 
do not get damaged by strimmers. He has also sprayed behind the Church. Frank Gormill has 
removed the brambles from the vicinity of the equipment.  

4.4.5.1: The work on the bus shelter has been completed as agreed in January. 

4.8: The Clerk checked with the police following District Councillor Frost’s recommendation 
that fly tipping should be reported to both the police and Veolia. Fly tipping should be 
reported either to NHDC using their online form or to Veolia. If the fly tipping is on their 
land, residents should report it to the police on 101. Anyone witnessing fly tipping taking 
place should inform the police on 101, giving the registration number of the vehicle involved. 
The Clerk has reminded local residents of this procedure. 

4.16.2: The Red Lion are using tables on The Green while the building work is being 
undertaken. Once completed, the tables will all be returned to the pub garden. 
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5)  Comments from the public 

A member of the public informed the Clerk that on a recent hunt in the middle of March, 
about a dozen horses turned into Back Lane at speed and all bunched together. Had anyone 
been walking they would probably have been knocked over. The Clerk doesn’t get any 
information about hunts so it is not possible to do anything about this incident. In future, 
Councillor Clark will put details of forthcoming hunts in the newsletter. 

6) Police Update 

There was no police update. 

7) County and District Update 

There was no County and District update. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: Pencroft: Conditional planning permission has been granted. 

8.2: Applegarth: Conditional planning permission has been granted. 

8.3: Minsden Cottage: An application has just been received for a single storey rear 
extension, following demolition of single storey gabled extensions and for a detached annexe. 
The Parish Council supports application for the single storey extension. Following some 
discussion about the detached annexe, Parish Councillors were asked to send their comments 
to the Clerk so that she can draft a response to the Planning Officer. 

Action: Parish Councillors to send their comments on the detached annexe to the Clerk. 
Action: The Clerk to draft a response to the above planning application. 

9)  Cricket Club Representation 

Paul Constantinidi informed the Parish Council that the pavilion was now looking good 
following completion of the recent work and decoration. This includes new flooring 
throughout the interior, partially funded by the England Cricket Board. 

The gutters and downpipe at the back of the pavilion were replaced as a matter of urgency at a 
cost of £235. It is important that these are maintained and Paul Constantinidi agreed that this 
would be done by the Cricket Club. 
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The Clerk has arranged with Councillor Burleigh to organise the PAT testing. Oliver Russell 
will do this for £65 but Paul Constantinidi suggested someone from the Cricket Club who 
would perhaps do this free of charge. The Clerk will liaise with Councillor Burleigh on this. 

Councillor Burleigh has organised the bin collection which will start next week. 

The entrance to the new score box will be in the same wood as the verandah. 

The Cricket Club have organised a quotation for tree work in the Recreation Ground which is 
£1700 and includes sufficient work to last for many years. Cutting back the hedge behind the 
pavilion will be removed from the list as this is for the Cricket Club to maintain and not the 
Parish Council. It was agreed that two more quotations should be available at the next 
meeting. Councillor Clark will arrange for Maydencroft to quote and Councillor Palmer will 
organise another quotation for the same extent of works. 

Paul Constantinidi and the Clerk have organised the payments which are due to be paid by the 
Cricket Club to the Parish Council for 2015 and 2016. This is a total of £540.60 which will be 
paid into the Parish Council account. Paul Constantinidi and the Treasurer will liaise so that in 
future the amount payable is available by the end of December.  

Action: The Cricket Club to organise regular maintenance of the gutters and downpipe. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Burleigh to liaise on PAT testing. 
Action: Councillors Clark and Palmer to organise quotations for the tree work. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1: Water Leaks on Back Lane and School Lane: The Clerk reported that she had met 
with Trevor Ward who is looking into how these can be addressed. Both Affinity Water and 
Anglian Water say there are no leaks but ground water would have dried up by now. 

The Chairman expressed his view that a new gully linked to the existing drain on the other 
side of the road on School Lane would solve the problem. He doesn’t want the road dug up 
again and has asked the Clerk to provide Trevor Ward’s phone number so that he can discuss 
this matter further. 

10.2: Work is required on the culvert on the bend between Preston and Gosmore. Trevor Ward 
is also looking into this. Any work required will be the responsibility of the land owner. 

10.3: Derek Jerrard is returning to his post in May so Trevor Ward will no longer be our 
Ringway contact. 

10.4: Speed Indicator Devices: A request to move the SID has to be done via David Barnard, 
subject to re-election. It would be relocated by the contractor to ensure the SID meets the 
siting criteria and to ensure the unit operates efficiently and effectively. Any requests for new 
SIDs or just sockets for relocating existing SIDswould also need to go the elected County 
Councillor for approval and funding.  
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It was agreed that subject to being re-elected, the Clerk would contact County Councillor 
David Barnard to ask if it would be possible to have an SID coming in to the village from 
Hitchin. 

Action: The Clerk to provide the Chairman with Trevor Ward’s phone number. 
Action: The Clerk to contact the elected County Councillor about installing an 
additional SID. 

11) Neighbourhood Plan 

Councillor Trinder reported that the report from the questionnaires has gone to print. Copies 
will be given out at the village meeting on Sunday 30 April and later delivered to households 
which aren’t represented at the meeting. The meeting is being held at PHC. The Chairman is 
unable to attend this meeting and has asked Councillor Trinder to thank the Steering Group 
for their excellent progress on behalf of the Parish Council. 
On March 29, the Steering Group had a useful meeting with Clare Skeels of NHDC Planning 
on the production of a Neighbourhood Plan. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark had nothing to report. She has not applied for this year’s grant as nothing is 
required. 

13) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing further to report. 

14) Clerk’s Report 

14.1: Local Plan Update: The Local Plan went to full Council on April 11th. It was approved 
for submission so the Local Plan documents will be submitted to the  Government by the end 
of May 2017. From this point onwards the next stages of the plan are in the Government’s 
hands. The Government will appoint a Planning Inspector to oversee an Examination in 
Public. This is predicted to take place in the Autumn of 2017. All of the representations from 
the latest consultation will be submitted in full for the Inspector’s consideration. 

14.2: Luton Local Plan: The main modifications are available for comment between the 
following dates:  Start date: 10/04/17 09:00 

End date: 26/05/17 17:00 
at: http://consult.luton.gov.uk/portal/lbc/environmentandplanning/policy/llp2031/mainmods 
The Clerk will email this link to Parish Councillors. 

14.3: Vicar’s Grove Update: The Clerk has spoken to Rob Egan of the Hertfordshire County 
Council Spatial Planning Unit. There has been a pre – application meeting regarding the 

http://consult.luton.gov.uk/portal/lbc/environmentandplanning/policy/llp2031/mainmods
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restoration of the site. He is aware that the site is still operational and is following due process 
to get this stopped as soon as possible. 

14.4: First Aid Training: Pam Biggs, who monitors the defibrillator, is happy to do another   
first aid training course for the village. It covers cardiac arrest, use of the de-fibrillator,        
breathing difficulties, choking, chest pain, unconsciousness and bleeding scenarios.  

It was agreed that this offer would be taken up. The Clerk will contact Pam Biggs for her 
availability in June and will then ask if the Primary School would be willing to host this 
event. Their school staff would be welcome to attend. The date will be included in the June 
newsletter and further advertised by Parish Council email and the PNS. 

14.5: Nursery Chairs: The Clerk has received a request for the Parish Council to pay for 24 
new junior chairs for the Nursery at a cost of £240. This request has been declined by other 
village organisations. As Jenny Woolner buys and effectively owns the Nursery equipment 
this would mean the Parish Council were donating money to an individual. They are not sure 
if this is possible within the criteria for using their funds. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would suggest to the Nursery that they apply for a Luton Airport 
Community Grant or to County Councillor David Barnard’s Locality fund, subject to him 
being re-elected. 
Action: The Clerk to email the link to the Luton Local Plan to Parish Councillors. 
Action: The Clerk to organise first aid training for local residents. 
Action: The Clerk to contact the Nursery School with suggestions for funding the chairs. 

15) Treasurer’s Report 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 20th April 2017   
  
Community Account      
     
Balance as at:  8th March 2017           £11,022.80  
     
Payments authorised at meeting:     
     
Date    Recipient     
20th March 2017 Herts County Council (Kissing gate FP03)    £344.80 
20th March 2017 Newbury Property Maintenance (Pavilion works)          £2,190.00  
20th March 2017 Fay Higgin (NP expenses)          £6.00 
23rd March 2017 We Work With Data Ltd (NP survey data)           £1,056.00 
30th March2017 M Higgin (Treasurer’s expenses)                            £19.50 
30th March2017 NHDC (Emptying of dog bins)     £381.89 
3rd April 2017  Creamers (NP printing)       £65.00 
20th April 2017 Becky Lewis (NP data report)      £100.00  
20th April 2017 Frank Gormill (Works to bus shelter and play area)   £380.00  
20th April 2017 Newbury Property Maintenance (Pavilion works)   £235.00  
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20th April 2017 Oliver Russell (Pavilion Works)        £15.90 
  
                    £4,794.09 
  
Monies received:     
     
Date    From    
28th March 2017 NHDC (NP Grant)        £400.00 
28th March 2017 Preston Cricket Club                £1,095.00 
10th April 2017 NHDC (Precept)                £2,800.00 
  
                      £4,295.00  
   
Balance as at: 20th April 2017                 £10,523.71  
  
    
Business Premium Account     
     
Balance as at: 20th April 2017                 £13,164.75  
     
   Total bank balances                 £23,688.46  
     

Funds Balances     
     
General Fund           £11,659.46  
NHDC Grant       £400.00                    £335.00  
Neighbourhood Plan Allowance           £1,000.00         £894.00  
Pond Maintenance               £800.00  
Recreation Ground Fund                   £10,000.00 

15.1: The Treasurer reported that that audit papers have been received and the financial 
paperwork will be with Nick Broughton by the end of the month. The necessary paperwork 
will be available at the June Parish Council meeting. 

15.2: The Treasurer has sent in the VAT claim for 2015 – 16 and £750 will be reimbursed into 
the Parish Council bank account. He has also sent off the claim for 2016 – 17 and this will be 
received within the next couple of months. 

15.3: The Treasurer will produce a paper on Internet Banking for consideration at the next 
meeting. 
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15.4: Grass cutting: Following discussion, it was agreed that Greenwood Contracting would 
again be asked to cut the grass in the village for both the Parish Council and the Church. The 
Treasurer will instruct them as soon as possible with a view to getting the grass cut next week. 

Action: The Treasurer to produce a paper on Internet Banking for the next meeting. 
Action: The Treasurer to ask Greenwood Contracting to undertake grass cutting this 
season. 

16) Any Other Business:  

16.1: NHDC fence: Councillor Stark informed the meeting that a resident had told her that 
now the hedge had been planted the green fence would be removed. It was confirmed that this 
is not accurate. The hedge is to mitigate the effect of the fence which is a permanent feature. 

16.2: Diversion Signs: Councillor Stark asked if these could be removed. The Clerk will 
contact Affinity Water as the signs belong to them. 

16.3: Recreation Ground Play Equipment: Paul Constantinidi reported that the rope ladder 
was broken at the top left hand corner of the equipment on the Recreation Ground. The 
Chairman will see if he can repair it. 

Action: The Clerk to ask Affinity Water to remove their signs from the village. 
Action: The Chairman to look into repairing the rope ladder on the Recreation Ground 
play equipment. 

18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 7 June at 8 p.m. 

The meeting closed at 9. 50p.m


