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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 16 December 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Brian Waters, Richard Woolfson  

1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Diane Day and Mark Higgin, Treasurer.  

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.4.4.5: The Pond: The Clerk has had a response from the contractor and he suggests work 
on the plumbing on the pond which could cost between £150 and £200 with no guarantee of 
it being successful. The Clerk has discussed this with Bob Challans who was involved with 
the installation of the pond. He suggests removing the weed in the pond, cutting back the 
foliage around the pond and unblocking the inlet pipes to see if that resolves the situation. 
Councillor Clark will contact someone she knows to find out if they can undertake this work. 
It was noted that the issue of the water level in the pond was brought to the attention of the 
Parish Council in June when the level was low. There is currently no problem with the pond 
despite the amount of rain we have had recently. 

4.4.4.13: Eucalyptus trees: Craig Kilmartin, the Assistant Asset Manager at HCC has 
informed the residents of 19 Chequers Lane that the trees will be removed as recommended 
by the Arbo Officer.  

4.4.16: Councillor Clark has cut back the foliage on the PHC fence at the back of the pond. 
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4.16.1: Rope Bridge in Church Meadow: Andrew Bunker from CPM playgrounds removed 
this because it was dangerous. He got quotes from Playdale for the necessary parts to repair 
it: £469.74 + VAT and £150 for his labour which will include shortening the chains on the 
other equipment. With agreement from the Chair and the Treasurer, the Clerk gave the go 
ahead for this work. Delivery of the parts from Playdale will take 6 – 8 weeks. 

Action: Councillor Clark to make arrangements, if possible, for the work described 
above on the pond to be undertaken. 

5) Comments from the public 

5.1: Richard Woolfson attended the meeting to ask if something could be done about 
improving the mobile phone signal. Some people in the village can’t get a signal at all. It was 
decided that the Clerk would contact Alison Jeffers to ask for her advice on how to go about 
this issue. 

5.2: Brian Waters attended the meeting to discuss the telephone kiosk. He has contacted BT 
and has a job number for them to clean and repaint it and to replace the glass and door panel. 
Openreach are responsible for ensuring the phone is in working order and this is in hand too. 
It was noted that it was important that the phone worked for emergencies because of the poor 
mobile signal in the village. The Chairman asked if Brian would follow this issue up with BT 
and he agreed. 

5.3: Brian Waters asked if the Parish Council could replace the eucalyptus trees with some 
smaller native trees. While the Parish Council agreed in principle to this suggestion, they 
would not do anything until they had discussed the matter with the owners of 19 Chequers 
Lane. The Parish Council would then have to liaise with Hertfordshire Highways who own 
the verge. 

5.4: Mark Waters contacted the Clerk to bring to the attention of the Parish Council that 
children walking to school from Chequers Lane have to go along the grassed area between 
Chequers Lane and Church Lane outside Preston House. This is very muddy, especially in 
winter and often children have to walk on the road. He suggests that we put a narrow one 
paving slab width pathway along the middle of the grass.  

The Parish Council agreed that something needs to be done with this area and discussed 
options. The Clerk will establish who owns the land so that a solution can be found. 

Action: The Clerk to contact Alison Jeffers about improving mobile phone signals. 
Action: On behalf of the Parish Council, Brian Waters to follow up with BT the work 
already set in motion. 
Action: The Clerk to look into replacing the eucalyptus trees with smaller native 
species. 
Action: The Clerk to establish who owns the land outside Preston House to try to find a 
solution to the muddy path. 
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6) Police Update 

There was no crime in Preston in October and one burglary in November. A shed was broken 
into but nothing was stolen. 

7) County and District Update 

There was no County and District update. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: Solar Farm: The Parish Council decided that they would not submit a response to the 
planning application for a solar farm in the Parish of St Ippolyts.  

8.2: Kiln Wood Cottage: The Parish Council supported this application. 

8.3: Pencroft: Conditional permission has been granted.  

9) Cricket Club Representation 

9.1: Part of the fence round the compound blew down in Storm Barney. Two new fence posts 
were required. The work was undertaken by Frank Gormill for £225.  

9.2: The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council own the trees on the Recreation Ground 
side of the road but not on the opposite side. 

9.3: Following an exchange of emails between the Chair of the Cricket Club, the Chair and 
Clerk of the Parish Council, it was agreed that the costs of repairing the immersion heater, a 
digital timer for the immersion heater and starter switches and tubes for the fluorescent lights 
would be shared. It is anticipated that this would be about £100 each. 

9.4: The Cricket Club would like to run a fused spur from the socket by the door of the home 
changing room out of the side wall of the pavilion and down to the nets for the bowling 
machines. This will cost £50-£60 for armoured cable at £2 per metre and about £50 for 
trunking, sockets, clips and sundries. The Parish Council agreed to share these costs. The 
Cricket Club will organise the trench and its refill.  

9.5: Councillor Burleigh reported that installation of the new nets has been delayed because 
of the wet weather. 
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9.6: Councillor Burleigh distributed provisional plans for the new score board. Planning 
permission will be required. 

9.7: Councillor Burleigh informed the Parish Council that the Cricket Club would like to  
decorate the inside of the pavilion but still have to decide exactly what they want to do. 
  

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

The Clerk distributed a sketch of where the chevron sign on Hitchin Road would go. It is not 
clear from this exactly where the gate is which gives David Clark access to the road with his 
combine. The Clerk will contact Jason Bown and ask him to ensure that the sign is not 
positioned in the gateway. 

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that it has been difficult to get information and plans 
from the people involved with this. The Highways Locality Officer has outsourced some of 
their work and they are not meeting the deadlines they promise. 

Action: The Clerk to inform the Highways Locality Officer that the chevron sign must 
not block the access to the field. 

11) Affordable Housing 

HCHA received board approval last week to convert the remaining two houses to rent.  They 
have spoken to NHDC who are supportive of the principle of this and are looking into what 
HCHA  need to do in terms of amending the s106.  As soon as they have this, HCHA will be 
approaching the HCA and hopes this will be before Christmas.  In the meantime they have 
had one applicant for a 3 bed who they are assessing for shared ownership. 

The NHDC fence is currently being installed: a green 1.8 m palisade fence on the Southern 
boundary and a locked gate at the entrance to the field from the houses. There is a pedestrian 
gate by the houses and on the boundary to enable access to the field and for the residents of 
Castlefield to go through the field to access either Butchers Lane or Church Meadow. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark reported that a tree had fallen on one of the paths and was being dealt with 
by the Pilkington Estate. There is no damage to the kissing gate. However, a post is rotten 
and has fallen over on the kissing gate on the Chequers Lane path and this has been reported 
to Tom Goldsmith. 

13) Playground Inspection Reports 

!  4

 



DR
AF
T

13.1: Recreation Ground: The issues mentioned are all low risk and no work is required. 
The cricket covers have been moved so they no longer cause problems for children on the 
climbing frame. 

13.2: Millennium Playground: Issues are low risk and no work is deemed necessary. The 
rope bridge was included but repairs to this are in hand. 

14) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that we had recently hosted a meeting with the Chief Executive of 
Openreach and the Financial Times. Openreach wanted to celebrate the fact that Preston was 
the first village to have fibre broadband and they have now installed fibre in the 100th village. 
The Chairman had emphasised that we would be happy to try out new faster technology when 
it becomes available, and had stressed the problems still being experienced with the copper 
telephone lines. 
                         
Both the Chairman and Councillor Drew explained that they are working with senior people 
at Openreach to try to improve further the situation in Preston. 

The Chairman attended the recent Southern Rural meeting chaired by District Councillor 
David Barnard. This included discussions on Section 106 money. The Clerk will check if any 
of these monies are available to us. 

The Chairman noted that the proposal for starter homes which have a 20% Government 
contribution might be useful for rural villages in the future. 

Action: The Clerk to find out if we have s106 monies available. 

15) Clerk’s Report 

15.1:  The letter to Chris Carter about the village boundary was posted on 03/12/15. No 
reply has been received as yet. 

15.2: Community Book Swap  

The Clerk reported that the request for volunteers for the Community Book Swap has been 
successful. Nine volunteers will take turns on a rota basis fortnightly on Saturday mornings 
from 10 to 11 a.m. The village hall committee will not charge rent as this is for the 
community. They will pay for heating if required this year but, if this venture is successful 
and continues, they suggest the Parish Council asks Preston Trust for a donation towards the 
heating costs each winter.  The Book Swap will now start in March as the Library service is 
unable to deliver the books until the end of February. Local residents will be made aware of 
the details via the newsletter, the website, emails, posters around the village and children at 
the primary School and Nursery school will be given fliers. PHC will be asked if they want to 
be involved. 
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15.3: Neighbourhood Plan 

Information on Neighbourhood Plans had been circulated prior to the meeting. The Parish 
Council agreed that they should seriously consider whether producing one would be 
beneficial, recognising that to do so would take about two years. It was agreed that the Chair 
of the Pirton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group would be invited to come to the next 
meeting to talk about what is involved. The Clerk will organise this. 

Action: The Clerk to organise the Chair of the Pirton Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group to come to the next meeting. 

16:  Treasurer’s Report 
   
Community Account     
Balance as at: 4th Nov 2015         £15,151.19  
      
Payments made: 
  
Date   Cheque No  Recipient      £   
7th Dec 2015 101060 The Society of Local Council Clerks     48.00   
7thDec 2015 101061 Frank Gormill      225.00   
7th Dec 2015 101062 E.On         86.19   
7th Dec 2015 101063 NHDC         99.60   
    
            £458.79  
  
      
Balance as at: 15th Dec 2015         £14,692.40  
      
      
Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 15th Dec 2015                  £13,156.55  
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16.1: Nothing further has been received from NHDC regarding their budgets so the Treasurer 
will go ahead with the precept as discussed at the last meeting. 

16.2: E.on is offering a renewal of the fixed pricing for electricity.  Based on this year’s 
consumption it would be cheaper to stay on the fixed tariff.  The Parish Council agreed to 
this. 

16.3: Grass cutting prices going up by a small amount next year: 
• Play area: £7, same as this year, 
• Long grass at side of play area: £30, up by £1 
• Greens and pond area: £62, up by £2. 

17. Any Other Business:  

There were no items of any other business. 

18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 27 January at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.15p.m
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