
DRAFT

 PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 28 January 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In attendance  Three members of the public: Diane Day, Phil Leaver         
and Brian Waters 

  

1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor David Keast, Robert Young and Paul 
Constantinidi. 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record. 

4) Matters arising 

4.6.17: Councillors Drew and Keast have identified the large tree immediately opposite the 
Red Lion as suitable for the bench. The Clerk will contact the owners of the bench and will 
confirm that they understand that they are responsible for the cost of installation.  

4.19.2: The Ramerick Nursery quote for work on the fruit trees in Church Meadow is £160, 
the same as last year. It was agreed that the Clerk would contact them and ask them to go 
ahead with this work.  

4.20.1: The Parish Precept for 2015 - 2016 has been reduced by £1000 
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4.21:  Councillor Burleigh reported that the bench on the Recreation Ground will be taken 
out of storage and replaced at the weekend for the benefit of walkers. 

Action: The Clerk to contact the owners of the bench about its installation on The 
Green. 
Action: The Clerk to contact Ramerick Nurseries about pruning the trees in Church 
Meadow. 

5) Comments from the public 

Phil Leaver attended the meeting to highlight the problem of two eucalyptus trees on the 
verge on Chequers Lane which are now very high and could be a problem in future. It was 
suggested that they are either chopped in half or removed. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
establish whether cutting the trees in half would be harmful to them and whose responsibility 
they are. 

Action: The Clerk to find out who is responsible for the eucalyptus trees and whether it 
is appropriate to chop them in half. 

6) Local Plan 

The three issues of the Local Plan which affect Preston are the 20 additional houses on the 
field off Templars Lane, the amendment to the proposed village boundary and 2103 dwellings 
East of Luton. These were discussed by the Parish Council and the members of the public. 
Councillor Keast had sent his comments to the Clerk and these were read out to the meeting 
at the appropriate points.  

The 22.8% percentage increase for Preston in the period of the plan makes it the village with 
the fifth highest increase out of the 30 North Hertfordshire villages. Most have increases of 
between 0 and 10 percent. It was noted that the significance of the village boundary is 
increased after reading the details in the plan. The Government don’t want building on Green 
Belt land and this is clearly indicated in the National Planning Policy Framework. It was also 
noted that it is being highlighted by several sources across the District that the Local Plan is 
developer led rather than planning led. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would object to all three issues in the Local Plan. 
Suggestions were made to strengthen the draft letters which will be amended and circulated 
to the Parish Council for final comments before submitting them to NHDC before the 
deadline of Friday 6 February. 

Action: The Clerk to amend the draft letters and circulate them to the Parish Council. 
Action: The Clerk to submit the final versions to NHDC Local Plan. 

7) Police Update 
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There was no police update. 

8) County and District Update 

There was no County and District update. 

9) Planning Applications 

9.1:  Harkness Hall:  Permission has been granted to install an incinerator for burning waste.   

9.2: The Barn, Poynders End: Conditional permission has been granted. 

9.3: Casa: The Parish Council supported this application but asked for opaque glass to be 
used in the landing window which overlooks Tudor Cottage. 

9.4: Sootfield Green: The Parish Council objected to this application for the same reasons as 
last time.  

10) Cricket Club Representation 

The fence round the shed is damaged or has missing sections. Frank Gormill has quoted £190 
for materials and labour. It was agreed to accept this and the work will be undertaken when 
the field is drier than at present. 

The septic tank was emptied 2 years ago so needs to be done before the start of the cricket 
season. The Treasurer will organise it.  

Action: The Clerk to accept the quote for the fence. 
Action: The Treasurer to organise emptying of the septic tank. 

11) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

Via the Clerk, Councillor Keast informed the meeting that he had nothing to report. It is 
increasingly difficult to get replies from Herts Highways. 

We need to emphasise that people need to continue to report faults and potholes as that is the 
only way anything gets done. The Clerk will put a note in the March newsletter. 

Action: The Clerk to put a note in the next newsletter to encourage residents to report 
potholes and other highways faults. 
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12) Affordable Housing 

The Clerk reported that HCHA are closing the list for applications for shared ownership 
properties at the end of this week. Prospective occupants will be notified in the week 
beginning Monday 9 February. There is one immediate connection, one from Whitwell, one 
from Codicote and one from Frogmore. It is likely that those from neighbouring parishes will 
be allocated a house. 

Neighbouring parishes are: St Paul’s Walden, Kings Walden, Offley, St Ippolyts and Langley. 
These fit into the second tier. The third tier is other rural parishes and the fourth tier is 
anywhere in North Hertfordshire but they won’t be moving on to the third and fourth tiers 
yet. 
The rented property will be advertised on 16 February and people on the housing register 
who meet the criteria will be eligible to apply. 

One of the issues is selling the property when occupants want to move. The Parish Council 
was told last year that occupants had to sell their share to someone who could afford the same 
amount and met the local criteria. However, the Clerk has established that, ideally, this is 
what Housing Associations would like but if this is not possible there is a system in place: 

For shared ownership schemes built in rural areas of less than 3000 population, the lease 
allows for staircasing up to 80% only and repurchase arrangements for the Association to 
buy back from a resident to enable a resale to a local household. The aim is to retain low cost 
housing for rural communities.  
  
If, after marketing the property, no local qualifying potential purchaser can afford the level of 
equity, the Association can apply for a Social Housing Grant for repurchase. The property 
can then be marketed to local households at a lower level of equity. 

HCHA are looking into options for making the properties more attractive and although it 
might not affect our project, John Welch from HCHA is meeting the housing minister in a 
few weeks to specifically discuss the issues faced in delivering rural affordable housing in 
such desirable areas of the London commuter belt and to lobby for changes to policy.   

The Clerk reported that Councillor Keast has found information on valuations on the 
Department of Social Development website which explains how Housing Associations have 
to price affordable housing at market value. Not all Parish Councillors found this to be an 
acceptable reason for the high prices of the properties in Preston. 

13) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Keast has nothing to report. 
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14) Village Trees 

Brian Waters came to the meeting to find out what progress had been made on the trees 
opposite his house. The Clerk had just received the report on the tree survey from Councillor 
Keast. However, on studying the map it was noted that the cherry trees opposite The 
Chequers were not included in the survey and nor was any work on cutting back ivy from 
trees. 

Trees with work to be undertaken have been marked. Of the 16 trees earmarked for work, 12 
trees are to be felled and 4 to have work undertaken on them.  

The work indicated on the survey amounts to £2165, much less than anticipated. Also 
Maydencroft have for some reason covered the whole village so that some of the tree work 
may not be Parish Council responsibility. Councillor Keast will discuss this with them and 
have more information for the next meeting. All the work is classed as priority. We need to 
consider having a survey every three years. 

The Clerk has submitted an application for £1000 to Rural Grants towards the work. 

The Parish Council would like Councillor Keast to ask Maydencroft to survey the cherry 
tress opposite the Chequers and to look into removing ivy from the trees and add this to the 
report. They would like the report to be circulated as soon as it is available. After that, the 
next step will be to obtain quotes for undertaking the required work. 

Action: Councillor Keast to ask Maydencroft to assess the cherry trees and investigate 
work required on the ivy on some of the trees. 

15) Defibrillator 

The Clerk reported that she has been able to get two new defibrillators free of charge from 
the ambulance service, one for the pub and one for the pavilion. The Ambulance Service will 
be in touch once the defibrillators have arrived and they will provide a training session. Pam 
Biggs, who is a First Responder, will undertake the weekly checks. We will still have to buy a 
cabinet for the one at the pub. The Clerk has applied for grants from the County Councillor’s 
Locality Budget and Rural Grants which should pay for the cabinet and the installation of 
electricity to the cabinet. 

16) Village Data Base 

Councillor Burleigh has not been able to look into a village database, effectively an email 
directory.  It was agreed that people would have to opt in or opt out of the scheme but there is 
concern about security and whether a password would be required to access the information. 
A page on the village website was suggested. As data protection is key, it was agreed that the 
Clerk would find out more information about this and then contact Tim Justham about the 
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feasibility of setting it up on the village website. Councillor Burleigh would be able to set it 
up. 

Action: The Clerk to make enquiries about Data Protection and discuss the option of a 
page on the village website being used for a village database with Tim Justham. 

17) Playground Inspection Reports 

Anything highlighted in these reports were classed as low risk so no work is required. The 
Chairman will try to rectify the protruding bolt on the gate into Church Meadow. 

Action: The Chairman to rectify, if possible, the protruding bolt on the gate in Church 
Meadow. 

18) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had telephoned John Welch, CEO of HCHA to 
introduce himself. Unfortunately he wasn’t available but the Chairman spoke to Helen 
Pearson who is our contact. She explained that HCHA is a not for profit, charitable 
organisation and that they are tied to national policies with regard to affordable housing. She 
understands that people aren’t happy with the current process and HCHA are trying to do 
something about this, otherwise they won’t get any repeat business. 

19) Clerk’s Report 

19.1: Village Day: This is again being organised by Preston Trust and will be held on 
Saturday 11 July. The Parish Council would like to run a Bottle Tombola again. 

19.2: St Albans Charity Cycle Ride: This will be held on Sunday 17 May. The route passes 
to the west of Preston. 

Action: The Clerk to contact Preston Trust about the Parish Council organising a bottle 
tombola at the Village Day. 

20) Treasurers Report 

 TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
           £ 
Day and Night Shutters: Repair to shutter at pavilion  380.00                       
                 

RECEIPTS  
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BANK BALANCES 

General Fund          17,831.98 
Gritter Grant                  199.25 
Grant for footpath maintenance            60.00 
Provision for tree cutting           850.00 
Recreation ground fund                    5500.00 
          

 24441.23 

21) Any other business 

Councillor Clark reported that the dog bin is not being used on the recently repaired path 
from Chequers Lane towards Wain Wood. It was agreed that the Chairman would put a note 
on the bin to encourage its use and the Clerk would put a note in the next newsletter. 

Action: The Chairman to put a note on the dog bin. 
Action: The Clerk to put a note in the next newsletter about use of the dog bin. 

22)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 11 March at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.25. p.m
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