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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 27 January 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer, District Councillor David Barnard, Phil Leaver, 
Diane Burleigh, OBE,  

  Gil Burleigh 

1) Apologies 

There were no apologies for absence. 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.4.4.5: A quotation of £400 has been received for the work required on the pond. It was agreed that this 
should be accepted but that we would apply for a Ward grant from District Councillor Barnard and District 
Councillor Frost’s budgets. (See item 7). The Clerk will apply for this and keep Councillor Clark updated. 

4.5.2: Telephone Kiosk: The Clerk reported that she had been informed by Brian Waters that BT would be 
painting the phone box in their schedule for this Spring / Summer and that Openreach would be asked to re-
connect the phone. The Chairman reported that he had tidied up the approach to the post box. 
  
4.4.16.1: The rope bridge in Church Meadow has now been replaced.  

4.5.1: Mobile Phone Signals: Information received from Alison Jeffers which relates to Vodafone was 
circulated prior to the meeting, with an entry for the newsletter. There is nothing the Parish Council can do as 
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a body to improve signals in the village. Councillor Day reported that the strongest signals were received 
when EE and O2 mobiles used wi-fi connections. 

4.5.4: Footpath near Preston House: The Clerk was able to confirm that this land belongs to Highways. It 
was agreed that a footpath was required and County Councillor David Barnard will look into whether this can 
be paid for from his Highways Locality Budget. The Clerk will liaise with Mr and Mrs Blaza on this matter.  

Action: The Clerk to apply for a Ward Grant of £400 for work on the pond. 
Action: The Clerk to contact Mr and Mrs Blaza about the footpath. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Day will liaise with the Highways Locality Officer to ensure that the 
planned footpath is appropriate to the local environment. 

5) Comments from the public 

5.1: Phil Leaver asked why the fence had been put up round the NHDC field which was of a poor standard in 
his opinion. The Chairman explained that NHDC had fenced off their land in order to ensure that it was 
secure from uninvited occupation. It was noted that both pedestrian gates are padlocked. The Clerk will 
contact NHDC to see if these locks can be removed so that there is access to the field for dog walkers and for 
families from Castlefield to easily get to Church Meadow. 

5.2: Phil Leaver asked why two of the Castlefield properties remained empty. The Clerk explained that this 
was because they had not yet been sold. (See item 12) 

Action: The Clerk to contact NHDC about the gates so that local people can access the NHDC field. 

6. Neighbourhood Plans  

Diane Burleigh, the Chair of Pirton Neighbourhood Plan Steering group, came to talk to Parish Councillors 
about Pirton’s experience in producing a Neighbourhood Plan. This is still underway. The Steering Group 
consists of eight members, three of whom are also Parish Councillors. The Chairman thanked Mrs Burleigh 
for coming to provide the Parish Council with interesting and relevant information. 

The Parish Council will consider whether a Neighbourhood Plan is appropriate for Preston at future 
meetings. 

7) Police Update 
  
There was no crime in Preston in December. 

8) County and District Update 
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County Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that the Government grant to Councils had 
been cut drastically and Hertfordshire were appealing against the decision.  
After 5 years without an increase, there will be a small rise in Hertfordshire County  Council’s part of the 
Council Tax and the County Councillors’ Locality Budgets have been halved so each has £5000 available.  

County Councillor David Barnard added that there will be no increase in the police precept. Hertfordshire are 
looking into a shared service with Cambridgeshire and Bedfordshire for a joint emergency phone line.  

County Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that Derek Jerrard who is our Ringway 
representative is visiting Parish Councils to discuss their Highways issues. Councillor Day will invite him to 
come to the next Parish Council meeting. 

District Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that there again would be an increase of 1.9% in the 
NHDC Council tax which is about 25p per month. Hitchin Town Hall and Museum is expected to open in 
March. 

The Local Plan has been delayed due to the amount of time required to evaluate 8500 responses. A new 
Principal Strategic Planning Officer will be taking up his post soon and District Councillor David Barnard 
will be meeting with him to discuss the village boundaries which were not put in place in 2007. He has 
commissioned an independent study of traffic movements into Luton from the proposed development sites 
East of Luton which are also in the Local Plan 

District Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that there was some money left in Rural 
Grants and Ward Budgets.  The work required on the pond would be eligible for the Ward budget so the Clerk 
will investigate and apply. 

9) Planning Applications 

9.1: Kiln Wood Cottage: Conditional permission has been granted 

9.2: Sootfield Green: The appeal for change of use for the barn has been dismissed.  

10)  Cricket Club Representation 

10.1: Paul Constantinidi has informed the Clerk that there is now a sign up on the gate from the Recreation 
Ground into Wain Wood informing people that this is not a public footpath. He suggested that the Parish 
Council may wish to reinstate the stile behind the pavilion. The Parish Council were of the view that this isn’t 
a public footpath either and crosses David Clark’s field. Councillor Clark will investigate further. 

10.2: Councillor Burleigh reported that the first phase of the new nets has been completed and the second 
phase will be undertaken when the weather is better. The ground is now very muddy as a result of the work. 

Action: Councillor Clark to find out if there is a legal footpath behind the pavilion 
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11) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

11.1: Signs: The Chairman, Councillor Day and the Clerk agreed the plans for the signs and gave the go 
ahead in early January. The position of the chevrons on Hitchin Road was agreed with David Clark. We 
haven’t yet heard when the signs will be installed. 

11.2: Potholes: Parish Councillors were reminded that potholes should be reported to Hertfordshire County 
Council: www.hertsdirect.org/highwaysfaults or tel: 03001234047. 

12) Affordable Housing 

At the last meeting, HCHA were going to HCA to ask for the 2 remaining houses to be converted to rented 
properties. As the government’s line is to promote and encourage home ownership, the HCA didn’t grant 
conversion. This means that HCHA have two 3 bedroom houses remaining for sale on a shared ownership 
basis for anyone living, working or with family in North Hertfordshire.  

13) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark reported that David Clark had removed the fallen tree and had repaired the fence post and 
attached the rails at the second kissing gate. There is nothing wrong with the gate. P3 funding could be used 
to improve the access in future.  

There has been a report of walkers being concerned about bullocks near Pond Farm but these are not 
dangerous. 

Mountain bikers have been putting their bikes through the damaged fence in Wain Wood. 

14) Chairman’s Report 

 The Chairman had nothing further to add.                   

15) Clerk’s Report 

15.1: Memorial Bench: The Clerk has received a request from Mary Turl’s daughter for a memorial bench to 
be put up in Preston, in memory of Mrs Turl who died last year. They lived, as a family, at Windrush, Back 
Lane from 1958 to 1982 and she was the village post lady from 1965 to 1980.  It was agreed that this request 
would be granted but the family would be responsible for installing the bench, ensuring that it is securely 
anchored in to the ground and for on-going maintenance. The Parish Council would need to know exactly 
what the bench would be like so that they can ensure that it is in keeping with the local environment. A 
location near the newly planted tree or on The Green will be suggested.  

15.2: Rural Grants: We have been awarded £890 from the environmental grant towards grass cutting. 
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15.3: Church Meadow Fruit Trees: The Clerk has received a quote for £160.00 for pruning the trees. The 
Chairman will look at the trees and decide whether annual pruning is necessary before we do anything. 

15.4: Village Boundary:  The Clerk had circulated the reply we got from our letter to Chris Carter about 
the village boundary. He has now left NHDC and Clare Skeels responded. It was decided that we would ask 
her either to meet the Chairman and the Clerk or to come to a Parish Council meeting to further discuss the 
village boundary 

15.5:  West Green: Parish Councillors have been made aware of the issue with the trees on The Green on 8 
January. The Clerk is monitoring any issues which are brought to her attention.  

Councillor Day reported that there was part of a tree down on the triangle between Crunnells Green and Back 
Lane 

Action: The Clerk to contact Mary Turl’s daughter about the memorial bench. 
Action: The Chairman to decide whether the fruit trees in Church Meadow should be pruned. 
Action: The Clerk to contact Clare Skeels to arrange a meeting about the village boundary. 
Action: The Clerk to arrange for the fallen tree at Crunnells Green to be removed 

16:  Treasurer’s Report 
   
Community Account     
Balance as at: 15th Dec 2015         £14692.40  
      
Payments made: 
  
Date   Cheque No  Recipient      £   
27th Jan 2016 101064 Affinity Water         48.11   
27th Jan 2016 101065 CPM Playgrounds Ltd    780.00   
27th Jan 2016 101066 NHDC         95.16   
    
            £923.27  
  
      
Balance as at: 27th Jan 2016         £13769.13  
      
      
Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 27th Jan 2016                  £13,156.55  
      

16.1: The Treasurer reported that the precept had been submitted to NHDC. 
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16.2: The Treasurer reported that the electricity in the pavilion was now on a flat rate fixed tariff for 12 
months. 

16.3: The Treasurer also reported that the dog waste bin in Church Meadow was overflowing. He will contact 
NHDC about when it should be emptied and whether this is being done. 
      
Action: The Treasurer to contact NHDC about the dog waste bin in Church Meadow. 

17. Any Other Business:  
Mark Higgin informed the Parish Council that the entrance to the footpath from Butchers Lane was very 
muddy. Councillor Clark will contact Tom Goldsmith to ask if aggregate or chippings could be put down. 

Action: Councillor Clark to contact Tom Goldsmith about the entrance to the footpath on Butchers 
Lane. 

18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 9 March at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.10p.m
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