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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 21July 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Matt Burleigh, County Councillor David 
Barnard, Mark Higgin and Paul Constantinidi 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.4.18: The bench on the Green was installed on Thursday 9 July and has been well used. 

4.5: Bob Challans was unable to release the pipes in the pond, so following agreement with 
the Chairman and the Treasurer, the Clerk asked Ian Menzies to undertake this work which 
will cost £200. It will be done towards the end of this week. 

4.10.1: Following further discussion, the hard standing on Hitchin road has been cancelled. 
Councillor Drew is still pursing BT to try to resolve the problem with the box. 

4.15.4: The Risk Assessment Schedule has been amended. The Cricket Club licence has now 
been renewed for 5 years. The Chairman signed both of these documents. 

5) Minutes of AGM 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6) Matters arising from AGM 
!  1

 



DR
AF
T

There were no matters arising from the AGM minutes. 

7) Comments from the public 

There were no comments from the public. 

8) Police Update 

8.1: Crime update: There was no crime in Preston in May. 

8.2: Speeding: The Clerk has been contacted by residents about speeding in Chequers Lane, 
Butchers Lane, Templars Lane and Castlefield.  She met with Heather Burrows, our PCSO, 
and Ita Leaver, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator to discuss options for eliminating this 
problem.  

It was suggested that we could have signs at the entrance to Templars Lane to indicate the 
turn to the bungalows and possibly a children playing sign. PCSO Burrows will liaise with 
Howard Cottage about writing to Castlefield residents and the Clerk will put a note in the 
September newsletter about speeding in the village. The Parish Council suggested that we ask 
Highways for advice on signage in the village and the Clerk will organise this. The Clerk will 
bring information on wheelie bin stickers to the next Parish Council meeting. It was also 
agreed that we would ask PCSO Burrows to request speed monitoring strips to be put on 
Chequers Lane and Butchers Lane. 

8.3: Street Meets:  The first street meet took place in Chequers lane on 7 July. PCSO 
Burrows went to all except 8 houses and if no-one was in left a note about security. There 
were no concerns from residents. Future street meets will be held as follows: 

Monday 17th August: Back Lane: 10:00-12:00 
Thursday 15th October:  Church Lane: 11:30-13:30 

Action: The Clerk to put a note in the September newsletter about speeding. 
Action: The Clerk to contacy Highways for advice on signage. 
Action: The Clerk to ask PCSO Burrows to request speed monitoring strips to be put on 
Chequers Lane and Butchers Lane. 

9) County and District Update 

There was no County and District update 

10) Planning Applications 
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10.1: Ladygrove Lodge: The Parish Council supported this application.  

10.2: The Cedars: The Parish Council supported this application.  

10.3: Scoping Application: The Parish Council objected to this proposed development of 
600 dwellings on land East of Copthorne. 

10.4: Vicar’s Grove: The Parish Council objected to this application. 

10.5: Princess Helena College: The Parish Council supported this application for 208 solar 
panels on the sports hall. 

10.6: 3 Crunnells Green: The Parish Council supported this application but asked for two 
issues to be resolved prior to planning consent being granted: 

• Access to the building during construction should be from the back using the drive at 
3 Crunnells Green. This will limit possible damage by large vehicles to the verges and 
foliage on Back Lane and will reduce the risk of the lane by being blocked by work 
vehicles. 

• Appropriate provision is made for storage of waste bins and garden equipment, as this 
is not clearly indicated on the plans. 

10.7: West Green: The Parish Council supported this application in principle but objected to 
the size of the first floor windows and balconies which overlook other houses. They would 
prefer a design which is more in keeping with the character of the village. 

11) Cricket Club Representation 

There was no cricket club representation. 

12) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

12.1: Resurfacing of Pavement on School Lane: David Barnard has agreed this and Jason 
Bown the Highways Locality officer will action it. The estimated cost is £5,000.   Jason 
Bown suggests that it may be prudent to undertake the footway surfacing early next financial 
year, when this work can be undertaken by their specialist Footway Surfacing Contractor in 
their new programme, rather than Ringway.  However, this is a decision which David Barnard 
will make.  

12.2: Chevrons Signs on Hitchin Road: It has been established that this can be done under 
the Highways Locality Budget. Jason Bown will confirm this with David Barnard. The 
estimated cost is £2500, subject to how many chevron signs are erected. 
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12.3: Charlton Road: The work to dig out the ditch is scheduled for 2016-2017. The Clerk 
reported that she has been copied in to an exchange of emails between Ringway and the 
residents of Sootfield Green who are not happy with the proposed timescales. It was agreed 
that the Clerk would ask Ringway if this work could be moved forward and undertaken 
before the winter as flooding effectively closes the road to anyone other than 4 x4 drivers.  

12.4: Weight Levels: The Clerk has made some enquiries about weight levels of vehicles in 
small villages. There is no restriction unless a formal weight limit is in place. It was agreed 
that the Clerk would look into the possibility of putting weight limits on vehicles passing 
through Preston. It is hoped that this might prevent lorries going to Vicar’s Grove using a 
route through the village. 

12.5: Highways Together: The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Day attended the 
Highways Together launch. We do not meet the criteria so it is unlikely that we would be able 
to do anything in this initiative which enables Parish Councils to undertake some small items 
of highways work themselves. 

Action: The Clerk to request that Ringway undertakes the work on Charlton Road 
before the winter. 
Action: The Clerk to look into the possibility of putting weight restrictions on roads 
within the Parish. 

13) Affordable Housing 

The Clerk reported that NHDC are going to put a 1.8 m palisade fence painted green on the 
Southern boundary and to fence off the new houses from the field but we have not yet 
received an indication as to when this will be done. The Clerk will try to find out whether a 
gate is included. 

We have no further update on the allocation of the last two properties. 

14) Parish Paths Partnership 

There was no Parish Paths Partnership update 

15) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman suggested that we put Parish Council responses to consultations on the Parish 
Council section of the village website. This was agreed and updates from smaller online 
consultations such as the bus service and the mobile libraries will be put in the village 
newsletter. 

Action: The Clerk to contact Tim Justham about putting consultation responses on the 
village website. 
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16) Clerk’s Report 

16.1: Rail Consultation: It was decided that the Parish Council would not respond to this 
consultation.  

16.2: Rural Grants: It was agreed that the Clerk would apply for the grass cutting grant of 
£1000 which does not require matched funding. 

16.3: Finance paperwork: Robert Young has contacted the Clerk about the paperwork that 
he has as a result of many years as Parish Council Treasurer. It was agreed that paperwork for 
the required statutory periods of 6 and 7 years would be stored in the Parish Council archives 
and that Mr Young could recycle the remainder.   

Action: The Clerk to apply for £1000 for grass cutting from Rural Grants. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Robert Young of the decision on paperwork. 

17. Any Other Business:  

There were no items of any other business. 

18)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Tuesday 15 September at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m

!  5

 


