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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 19 July 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillors Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer,  
    

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Matt Burleigh 

2) Declarations of Interest  

Councillor Clark declared an interest in item 4.7 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.4.5.3: NHDC fence: Councillor Day reported that David Charlton had obtained a quote to 
prepare the ground, spray a one meter wide strip with Glyphosate, rotovate and compost to 
improve the soil and plant Hawthorn, Hornbeam and Blackthorn, with tree guards and bark 
chips included. He is asking for the Parish Council to contribute £1300 to the cost. It isn’t 
clear whether this is the whole cost or a percentage and it was noted that the Parish Council 
had asked for some planting, not a hedge, possibly some smaller shrubs or perennials. 

Councillor Clark will obtain another quote for hedging to be discussed at the September 
meeting. It was noted that a hedge would be tidier in the long term but maintenance would be 
required. 

4.7: Road width on Chequers Lane: The advice from both Highways and the Police is that 
whatever width of road, emergency services would get through, pushing vehicles out of the 
way if necessary to save life and limb. We were also informed by Highways that widening the 
road would not be viable because of the costs. 



DR
AF
T

The Clerk read out an email which she had received from some of the residents of Chequers 
Cottages about the above enquiries as they had not been consulted first and putting their case 
for not widening the road. They also informed the Parish Council that the curtilage of their 
properties extends to the road, which does not match the Parish Council’s information.  

The Clerk read out her reply. The Parish Council had first wanted to find out whether 
widening the road was even an option. She emphasised that residents are always consulted 
before work is given further consideration. She also informed residents that widening the lane 
was indeed not viable because of the cost. 

The Parish Council were happy with this response but decided that the Clerk would email 
again, informing the residents that the Parish Council always consult residents before any 
work is undertaken which might affect them or their properties. If a similar situation should 
arise in future the minutes will emphasise when preliminary checks are being made, to avoid 
any confusion. 
  
4.7: Holly Tree on Butchers Lane: The Clerk checked the tree survey and established that 
the Holly tree on Butcher’s Lane is owned by the Pilkington Estate. The Clerk wrote to the 
Pilkington Estate who have replied to say that as the Holly tree is alive and in leaf, they don’t 
want to fell it as it is not dead or dangerous but if there is an issue with large vehicles 
accessing the road, the tree could be cut back during their maintenance works. The Parish 
Council will ask for this to be done. 

The Pilkington Estate informed the Parish Council that a large Ash tree on the verge on 
Butchers Lane would cause severe damage if it was to fall and suggested that we write to 
Highways about it. The Clerk and Councillor Day will look at the tree, then contact 
Highways.  

4.13: The final house at Castlefield is still unoccupied. HCHA say that the new owners will 
be moving in within a week or two. 

4.18.2: The Clerk has organised PAT testing at a cost of £35, possibly slightly less. The 
contractor will provide a date and the Clerk will liaise with the cricket club regarding access. 

Action: Councillor Clark to obtain a quote for hedging along the NHDC fence. 
Action: The Clerk to email the residents of Chequers Cottages. 
Action: The Clerk to write to the Pilkington Estate and ask them to cut back the Holly 
tree as part of their maintenance works. 
Action: Councillor Day and the Clerk to contact Highways about the Ash tree on 
Butchers Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to make David Clark aware of the outcome of the issues he raised. 

5.  Minutes of additional meeting:  

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
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6.  Matters arising from the additional minutes 

6.5: The Clerk has spoken to a contractor regarding long term cost information for the water 
main at the Recreation Ground. It is suggested that any pipe goes round the outside so that the 
pitch doesn’t need to be disturbed. The Clerk will meet the contractor on site to discuss this 
and obtain a ball park figure but has no date yet. 

7) Comments from the public 

There were no comments from the public. 

8) Police Update 
  
There was no police update. 

9) County and District Update 

There was no County and District update 

10) Planning Applications 

10.1: Cricket Club Score Board: The Parish Council supported this application. 

10.2: Phone Mast Consultation: The Parish Council supported this consultation. 

10.3: 1-2 Offley Holes Farm Cottages: Planning permission has been granted. 

10.4: Local Plan meeting: A letter objecting to the development at Tea Green has been 
submitted to NHDC councillors in preparation for the public meeting tomorrow evening, 
Wednesday 20 July when decisions will be made on what is included in the Local Plan. 

10.5: 3 Crunnells Green: An application has been received for a two storey side extension to 
the existing pool house to facilitate conversion to one 2 bedroom dwelling, including a front 
porch, chimney flue to north west elevation and new access from Back Lane.  Parish 
Councillors are asked to submit their comments to the Clerk by Friday 5 August. 

Action: Parish Councillors to email their comments on the planning application at 3 
Crunnels Green to the Clerk by Friday 5 August. 

11)  Cricket Club Representation 
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There was no cricket club representation. 

12) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

Councillor Day had emailled Highways about the Parish Action Plan but had not received a 
reply. She went through the items included on it: 

12.1: Hitchin Road: The Clerk reported that there has been no progress on this issue. The 
Highways Locality Budget team are meeting County Councillor David Barnard this week to 
discuss the projects put forward and we will be provided with an update shortly afterwards. 

12.2: Charlton Road: Highways worked on Charlton Road last week. The ditches have been 
dug out at Sootfield Green, potholes filled in, the hump on the hill has been removed and the 
gullies cleared out. 

12.3: Speed Indicator Device: No further information has been received, despite asking for 
an update. The Clerk will continue to pursue this issue. 

12.4: The potholes on Back Lane going towards Ley Green have been filled in. 

12.5: Outstanding Work: The deterioration of the bank on Hitchin Road near Gosmore has 
still to be addressed. No dates have yet been added to the Parish Action Plan for work on 
Hitchwood Lane, School Lane and the reduction of the speed limit. 

Post-meeting note:  Herts Highways have provisionally scheduled 3rd August for the footway 
repairs on School Lane, and will have to close the road for part of that day. Residents on 
School Lane have been leafleted.   

Action: The Clerk to pursue the Highways Locality Team about the drainage on Hitchin 
Road and the Speed Indicator Device. 

13) Neighbourhood Plan 

The Chairman informed the meeting that he felt the Village meeting went very well with good 
presentations by the speakers which generated relevant questions. There was almost 
unanimous support for a Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Clerk reported that the Preston Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area was agreed by 
NHDC Cabinet at their June meeting. 

Councillor Day, who is the Parish Council representative on the Steering Group, reported that 
they had held their first meeting. The minutes have already been circulated to the Parish 
Council. As well as 6 members of the Steering group, there are 10 volunteers who will help as 
and when required, according to need and individual expertise. 
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Councillor Day asked, and it was agreed, that rather than open a separate bank account the 
Steering Group receipts and payments would go through the Parish Council bank account.   

Councillor Day also asked if the Parish Council would agree to allocate start-up costs to the 
Steering Group so that they can move forward, while waiting for a grant to be received. The 
Parish Council agreed £250 to include data protection registration, website costs, printing and 
Clerk’s expenses. 

14) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark reported that the grant of £750 had been received. She will liaise with Tom 
Goldsmith about ordering the gate which will be fitted by CMS volunteers. Maydencroft will 
undertake the work on the gateway into the field off Butchers Lane. 

15) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing further to add. 

16) Clerk’s Report 

16.1:  The Clerk reported that the Luton Local Plan has been submitted to the Secretary of 
State. It was noted that they are much further ahead than NHDC. 

16.2:  The Memorial bench will be delivered on Thursday. Frank Gormill will install it next 
week. 

16.3: The Clerk has booked the annual playground inspections with NHDC at £50 per 
playground. 

16.4: Preston News Service: The Parish Council has been asked to comment on a letter 
which Preston Trust proposes to send to local residents about a Preston News Service. The 
accompanying email suggests that the Parish Council could use this service for their emails. 

The Parish Council decided that it would be better to keep Parish Council matters separate, 
especially as they are a statutory body and their documents and database are within their data 
protection registration. 

The Parish Council raised several points, which in its view, need to be addressed by Preston 
Trust before sending out their letter. The Clerk will send these points to Preston Trust for their 
consideration. 

The Parish Council is of the opinion that it would be worth Preston Trust contacting the ICO 
to discuss their proposals via the very useful helpline to find out whether they advise 
registering for data protection.  The Clerk will provide details of the website and the 
telephone number. 
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16.5: Pond: The Clerk received an email from Bob Challans on 3rd July informing her that 
the pond is completely covered in weed which is choking the lilies and also discouraging 
ducks. It was agreed that Councillor Clark will ask Aquatic Plant Solutions to look at the 
situation and advise what action should be taken. Councillor Clark will then consult the Parish 
Council. 
  
16.6: Parish Council Bottle Tombola: This raised £167 on village day. It was agreed that 
this would be shared between the Church and the Primary School PSA who were also fund 
raising that day.  

16.7: County Councillors’ Locality Budget: The Clerk has had a general email asking for 
projects, even though these funds have been reduced by 50 percent. The Clerk has not 
received any rural grant information yet. 

16.8: The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the eucalyptus trees on Chequers Lane have 
been cut down. 

Action: The Clerk to thank the Preston Trust for their email and give the Parish 
Council’s thoughts on the proposed Preston News Service. 

17) Treasurer’s Report 
  
Summary Financial Report as at 19 July 2016     
      
Community Account                   

Balance as at: 1st June 2016             £16202.41  
      
Payments made:  
Date    Recipient   
  
15th June Greenwood Contracting: grass cutting   £367.70   
19th July  The Seebohm Trust: leaking pipes   £650.00   
19th July  Greenwood Contracting; grass cutting  £201.60   
19th July  Affinity Water          £68.39   
19th July  Preston Cricket Club: 50% water heater      £62.50   
19th July  Preston School Association         £83.50   
19th July  St Martin's Church          £83.50   

         £1350.19 

Monies received 



DR
AF
T

11July    Bottle Tombola   £167 

           
Balance as at: 19th July 2016             £15019.22  
      
      
Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 19th July 2016            £13,159.83 

17.1: The Treasurer reported that the Cricket Club had paid the whole amount for the water 
heater, so the amount above is half the cost which the Parish Council had agreed to pay. 

17.2: The Treasurer reported that the audit paperwork had been sent off and that there had 
been no queries. 

18) Any Other Business:  

There were no items of any other business. 

19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 14 September at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 9.54 p.m


