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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 17 July 2017 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 

In Attendance  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk) 
  Mr Mark Higgin, Treasurer 
  Mr Phil Leaver – a member of the public 
   

1) Apologies 

None 

2) Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interests 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.1: Drainage on Chequers Lane Councillor Trinder circulated the outcomes of the 
drainage questionnaires. These had been sent to 33 residents but generated only 10 
replies. There are some serious issues which make life unpleasant for some 
residents on a daily basis. 

Mr Phil Leaver of Chequers Lane attended the meeting to comment on the drainage 
issues.  He confirmed that he was happy for his name and contact details to be 
included in any correspondence with Environmental Health. 

It was agreed that Councillor Palmer would contact Environmental Health about 
this issue and that Councillor Trinder will ask the residents who made comments if 
they are happy for their names and addresses to be provided so that they can be 
contacted if necessary. Councillor Trinder will adapt the outcome report so that it 
can be forwarded to Environmental Health. 

4.2: Vicar’s Grove: Councillor Trinder has again spoken to Rob Egan of the 
Hertfordshire County Council Spatial Planning Unit. A Planning Contravention 
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Notice was issued on 15 June. The response was that all the work currently being 
undertaken on the site is in relation to restoration work, for which the contractor 
hasn’t got planning permission. The company will be submitting a retrospective 
planning application. Rob Egan is not convinced that this is accurate information so 
will be arranging a site visit and will consider enforcement if necessary. 

4.3: Recreation Ground Play Equipment: The Chairman has visited the Recreation 
Ground play equipment and taken photos of the broken rope ladder which were 
shown to the Council.  He has contacted Playdale and it would cost £170 + VAT for a 
replacement ladder, and £295 + VAT for them to fit.  Alternatively to buy direct 
through the Playdale website a replacement ladder would cost £158 + VAT.  The 
Chairman confirmed he could then fit the ladder.  The Council agreed that the 
replacement ladder should be bought directly from Playdale and that the Chairman 
would make the repair. 

4.4: Mark Cherry, Wastes of the Manor: It has been established that a possible 
new access at Glebe House would cross Parish Council land, requiring Parish Council 
approval as well as an appropriate legal document.   It was agreed that if a 
Planning Application is made the Parish Council would be willing to agree a suitable 
access such as discussed with Mr Cherry at the previous meeting. 

4.5: Welcome to Preston Leaflet: Councillor Trinder and Meta Reeves have liaised 
on the updating of the Welcome to Preston leaflet which is given to all new 
residents. Pilates isn’t currently mentioned because the present class is full.  

4.6 The Well: This is a specialist repair and two quotes have been obtained: 
• Claridge and Hall: £290 + VAT 
• JR Roofing: £348.97 + VAT 

It was agreed that this work would be given to Claridge and Hall. Councillor Trinder 
will inform them of this decision. 

4.7 January Preston Parish Council Meeting: The Clerk confirmed that the 
January meeting date has been moved back to the 17th January.   

Action: Councillor Palmer to contact Environmental Health about the drainage 
issues. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact those who completed the drainage 
questionnaire to ask if they’d be happy to be named in a report to 
Environmental Health, and have their contact details included.   
Action: Councillor Trinder to adapt the drainage report to send to 
Environmental Health 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Rob Egan for a further update before the 
next meeting. 
Action: The Chairman to organise the replacement rope ladder and then fit it. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Claridge and Hall to organise the Well roof 
repair. 

6) Police Update 

None. 
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7) County and District Update 

None. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: Princess Helena College Performing Arts Centre: The Chairman and 
Councillor Trinder visited Princess Helena College and met The Bursar to discuss the 
planning application.  Some key points from the meeting were: 

• There will be no impact on the village 
• The arts centre will not be visible from the road 
• The roof line of the proposed building is lower than the roof line of the 

main building 
• Access for construction traffic will be via the present exit to the school 

with the gate being widened. This means that traffic will not be 
coming through the village. To make sure this is adhered to, the Parish 
Council will ask for it to be a condition in their response to NHDC. 

• It is intended that the arts centre would be available for some village 
occasions. 

The Clerk has submitted the Parish Council response to the application, in support 
of the proposal and suggesting the condition mentioned above be placed on 
consent 

8.2 Minsden Cottage: The Clerk reported that this application has been 
withdrawn. 

9)  Cricket Club Representation 

9.1 Insurance: Councillor Burleigh confirmed that the Cricket Club insure the nets.  
He also reported that following discussion with the Cricket Club the amount that 
the Pavilion is insured for is appropriate. 

9.2 Bin Collection: Councillor Burleigh handed an invoice to The Treasurer for bin 
collection. 

9.3 Cesspit: Councillor Burleigh stated that there is a smell coming from the 
cesspit so it probably needs emptying.  It was agreed that the Cricket Club would 
arrange for this to be done, and Preston Parish Council would pay for it.  Councillor 
Trinder suggested using Red Stripe and would pass on contact details. 

Action: The Treasurer to pay the invoice for bin collection. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to pass on details of a company for cesspit emptying. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to organise with the Cricket Club for the cesspit to 
be emptied. 

July 2017 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes



DR
AF

T

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1 Moving the 30mph sign on Hitchin Road: The Highways Locality Officer 
informed Councillor Trinder that these speed signs are part of the legal Traffic 
Regulation Order and cannot be readily relocated. Any changes to a TRO is an 
expensive and lengthy process and would require justification.  

The Parish Council decided that as new houses have been built in the vicinity, they 
are of the view that there is justification in moving the sign. Councillor Trinder will 
pursue this matter with the Highways Locality officer. 

10.2 20mph speed limit: Although the Parish Council asked for a 20mph limit on 
Back Lane and Chequers Lane, County Councillor David Barnard and Highways have 
replied to Councillor Trinder that these roads will not meet the qualifying criteria 
whereas Church Lane may do. 

Councillor Trinder gave further details on the lengthy process of changing the speed 
limit and the criteria which have to be met. If a road does not meet Hertfordshire 
County Council’s Speed Management Strategy it will not be considered. 

Councillor Trinder will contact David Barnard further about this and will consult the 
other councillors before going back to the Highways Locality Officer.  

Action: Councillor Trinder will continue to pursue the movement of the 30mph 
sign. 
Action: Councillor Trinder will contact David Barnard on our speed limit 
reduction request. 

11) Neighbourhood Plan The latest minutes had been previously circulated and the 
Steering Group’s continuing progress was noted. On Thursday 12 October there will 
be a talk by CPRE about planning issues and Neighbourhood Plans which has been 
organised for the village by Preston Trust. The Steering Group hope to have 
submitted another grant application by the end of August. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

12.1 Sootfield Green Post: Councillor Clark contacted Tom Goldsmith for an 
update on the post.  Although this post is on his list there are other jobs that are 
currently a higher priority. 

Action: Councillor Clark to contact Tom Goldsmith ahead of the next meeting 
for an update on the post. 

13) Chairman’s Report: Nothing additional to report. 

July 2017 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes



DR
AF

T

14) Clerk’s Report 

14.1: Playground Inspection: North Herts District Council has contacted The Clerk 
asking if we’d like our playgrounds to be included in their inspection.  The price is 
£50 per playground, which is cheaper than ROSPA.  It was agreed that The Clerk 
would accept this invitation. 

14.2: Local Plan: An Inspector and an independent programme officer have been 
appointed.  The Hearing dates will be published in a couple of months when the 
inspector has had time to look at the details and the large number of 
representations.  Further information will be on the NHDC website: https://
www.north-herts.gov.uk/home/planning/plannin-policy/local-plan/local-plan-
examination  

Action: The Clerk to email NHDC accepting the offer of Playground inspections. 
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15) Treasurer’s Report 

!  

The Treasurer informed the Council that the VAT repayment will soon come in to 
the account. 

15.1: Internal Audit: The Audit has been submitted and as yet we haven’t heard 
anything back. 

15.2: Internet Banking: The Treasurer is still attempting to set up internet banking 
with repeated phone calls with Barclays.   

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 17th July 2017

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 7th June 8,579.28£      

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 
29th May 2017 Herts Plumbing 134.44£          
20-Jun-17 Clerk's Pay: May 296.46£          
12-Jul-17 Clerk's Pay: June 283.00£          
17-Jul-17 NHDC: bin emptying 100.49£          

814.39£          
Monies received:

Date From
12th June 2017 Hertfordshire Association of Parish & Town Councils 298.78£          
19th June 2017 VAT refund re Broadband 443.34£          
8th July 2017 Tombola 129.00£          

871.12£          

Balance as at: 17th July 2017 8,636.01£      

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 7th June 2017 13,164.75£    

Total bank balances21,800.76£    

Funds Balances

General Fund 11,000.76£    
NHDC grant £400 £335.00
Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000.00 £448.00
Pond Maintenance 800.00£          
Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£    
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15.3: The Well: The Treasurer has spoken with Richard Coles of the Preston Trust 
and he was receptive to the idea of a plaque for the Well.  The Treasurer will speak 
to him again about the matter. 

15.4: Grass Cutting: The Treasurer received an invoice for the grass cutting but it 
included the Church Yard.  A request has been made for the invoice to be split and 
reissued. 

It was agreed that the Treasurer will ask if the grass can be cut in between the 
fruit trees in Church Meadow, while avoiding any damage to the trees. 

Action: The Treasurer to liaise with the Bank to finalise the Internet Banking set 
up. 
Action: The Treasurer to liaise again with Richard Coles regarding the plaque for 
the Well. 
Action: The Treasurer to pay the invoice for grass cutting when the amended 
invoice is issued. 

16) Any Other Business:  

16.1: Churchyard Gate: Councillor Stark informed the meeting that the broken 
gate and a fallen apple tree at the Churchyard had been mentioned to her.  The 
gate is lying on the ground due to the broken post and has been driven over by the 
lawn mower or a scooter.  Councillor Clark agreed she would move the gate to the 
side so that it would not be further damaged.   

It was agreed that Councillor Trinder would ask Frank Gormill for a quote to 
replace the post and fix the gate.  She would also request that he takes away the 
fallen tree. 

16.2: Nursery Furniture: Councillor Trinder mentioned that that despite reminders 
Nursery staff sometimes fail to clear away their furniture before a Parish Council 
Meeting.  It was agreed that the Clerk will write to Jenny Murray of the Village Hall 
Committee and will copy the Nursery in. 

16.3: BT Distribution Box: Councillor Drew informed the Council that the green BT 
Distribution Box in the village was being replaced, although no advance notice had 
been given to the residents.  It was agreed that further information would be 
passed on to the Village if there were any issues with connection. 

16.4: Metal Poles sticking out of wall: Councillor Palmer brought up the issue of 
metal rods protruding out of a garden wall opposite The Green.  The tips of the 
rods are at head height of young children, and so potentially a risk.  The Chairman 
said he would visit the site to investigate, and then speak with the householder.  

Action: Councillor Clark to move the gate. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to ask for a quote from Frank Gormill for the post, 
and to request removal of the fallen tree 
Action: The Clerk to write to Jenny Murray regarding the nursery furniture. 
Action: The Chairman to investigate the protruding metal rods. 
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19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 13 September at 8 pm. 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm.
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