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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 3 June 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In attendance  District Councillor Clare Strong, Robert Young, Mark 
Higgin and Paul Constantinidi 

  
1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from County Councillor David Barnard and District Councillor 
Faye Frost 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record. 

4) Matters arising 

4.10.1: White lines on Church Lane: The Clerk reported that she had received replies from 
three residents following her email about the decision on the white lines on Church Lane. 
Two immediately agreed with the decision and one agreed later, as the effect of the lines was 
diminishing fairly quickly. 

4.13: The Clerk has received an article from Brian Waters about ivy killing oak trees which 
he wishes to be circulated to the Parish Council. This was distributed. 

4.18: Bench on The Green: Councillor Drew reported that he had heard nothing regarding 
the bench on The Green after the family decided it didn’t fit round the identified tree. If the 
family still wishes, he will try to find a suitable solution  
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5) Comments from the public 

Robert Young reported that the level of water in the pond was getting lower. He had spoken 
to Bob Challans who thought the inlets from the road were blocked. Bob agreed to rectify this 
problem. It was suggested that the Parish Council should follow this up so the Clerk will 
contact Bob Challans about this. 

It was noted that Mary Young had cleared out some of the pond. The Parish Council asked for 
their thanks to be passed on to her. 

Action: The Clerk to contact Bob Challans about unblocking the inlets from the road 
into the pond. 

6) Police Update 

There was one vehicle crime in the Parish in April. Vehicle interference was reported from 
Hitchwood where the vehicle was left and offenders broke into the vehicle but did not steal 
anything. There was also an attempted theft of dogs on Hitchwood Lane. Police visibility was 
stepped up in the area following these reports.       

Chequers Lane Street Meet: The Clerk has received an email from PCSO Heather Burrows 
informing her that she will be carrying out a street meet in Chequers Lane between 14:30hrs 
and 16:00hrs on Tuesday 7 July. She will be knocking on residents’ doors to discuss any local 
issues and offering crime prevention advice. It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator about informing the residents. The Clerk will find out 
from Heather Burrows why Chequers Lane has been selected and whether street meets will 
take place in other lanes in the village. 

Action: The Clerk to liaise with the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator about 
informing residents of Chequers Lane about the Street Meet. 
Action: The Clerk to find out from PCSO Heather Burrows why Chequers Lane has 
been selected for a street meet. 

7) County and District Update 

District Councillor Clare Strong reported that as the new civic year starts, there are three 
main issues for NHDC at present: the Local Plan, Churchgate which has seen no progress for 
two years and the museum. 
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It is expected that the new museum will open this autumn in the renovated Hitchin Town 
Hall.  It will be a combined museum that includes material from the former Letchworth 
museum and will be for the whole of the North Herts area.    

District Councillor Strong informed the Parish Council that the District Councillors were 
waiting for feedback from the Local Plan consultation so that they could discuss sites for 
housing. It is anticipated that they will have the first draft in September which will be 
circulated to the public for consultation towards the end of the year or early next year. 

District Councillor Strong informed the Parish Councillor that East of Luton would only be 
developed if Luton could demonstrate unmet need and that brown field sites had been 
considered first. NHDC have to work with their neighbours. West of Stevenage is still 
undecided. 

Councillor Drew asked if Hertfordshire County Council, North Hertfordshire District Council 
and Luton Borough Council held regular meetings to discuss housing numbers. District 
Councillor Strong thought that these three bodies had met only once. 

Councillor Healey explained that the village boundary had been addressed as a separate issue 
as well as in the Local Plan consultation, as this was a key priority for Preston. It was agreed 
that the Clerk will write to Richard Kelly, Strategic Planning Officer at NHDC to ask for an 
update on this issue. She will also ask District Councillors Barnard and Frost too as they 
attended a meeting with Richard Kelly about village boundaries some time ago. 

District Councillor Strong reported that the expansion of Luton airport had begun. 

District Councillor Strong informed the Parish Council that the usual grant applications will 
be available again this year. 

Action: The Clerk to write to Richard Kelly regarding the village boundary 
Action: The Clerk to contact District Councillors Barnard and Frost about their 
meeting with Richard Kelly on village boundaries. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: 3 Crunnells Green: This application has been withdrawn 

8.2: Ladygrove Lodge: The Parish Council supported this application. 

9) Cricket Club Representation 

Paul Constantinidi informed the Parish Council that the Sport England grant application had 
been unsuccessful, although a helpful letter had been received to support a further 
application. The Cricket Club have applied to another charity which might give the same 
amount of money as they would like to replace the nets as soon as possible. This means that 
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plans for a new scoreboard have been set back. If the latest grant application is unsuccessful, 
they will re-apply to Sport England for the January deadline. 

District Councillor Strong informed the meeting that the Hitchin Educational Trust and 
Hertfordshire County Council had sports grants which may be options for future funding. 

Everything else at the Cricket Club is going well. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1: Hard standing on Hitchin Road: The Clerk and David Keast met Derek Jerrard from 
Ringway and Jason Bown, Highways Locality Officer to discuss this project.   

The Clerk reported that the outcome would effectively be a layby, one van length long with 
an additional 30% for pulling in and pulling out, with a 45 degree angle at each end. There 
would be a very small kerb, about 25mm high, round the edge tilted so that any water runs 
off into the hedge rather than on to the road. This will join up at the Hitchin end with the 
existing kerb. The surface has to be tarmac because putting down loose gravel will cause 
problems.  

An HCC arborist would look at the trees as it is likely that some branches would need to be 
removed. The work would involve a road closure. The work could be undertaken this 
financial year but we have no indication as to when.  

The Parish Council were not happy with this suggestion as they do not want a formal layby in 
the village which could encourage people to park there. They agreed that Brian Waters who 
had requested the hard standing would not be happy with this plan. 

It was decided that the Clerk would talk to Brian Waters about this matter initially and that 
Councillor Burleigh would also discuss it with him. It is likely that we will ask for this 
project to be withdrawn. 

It was also agreed that Councillor Drew would try to get in touch with his contacts at BT to 
request a new box which is fit for purpose which would then hopefully eliminate the need for 
BT vans to park in this area on a daily basis. 

Charlton Road: Derek Jerrard will investigate the flooding on Charlton Road by digging out 
the ditch opposite Sootfield Green and locating and clearing its outfall. The work will involve 
a road closure. This is the limit of their involvement. If the road still floods after that, it will 
be passed on to Hertfordshire County Council flood action plan team. This work is scheduled 
for the financial year 2016 – 2017. 

Pavement on School Lane: This would come within the Highways Locality Budget. It was 
decided that we would ask David Barnard if he would agree to this and then Jason Bown will 
action it. 
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Chevrons on Hitchin Road: It was also agreed that we could request new chevrons on the 
sharp bend on Hitchin road from the Highways Locality Budget. This would be a quick and 
relatively cheap solution for the short term. Longer term, the Parish Council would like 
barriers and a high friction surface to be considered but realise that these measures could only 
be put in place when resources become available. 

Highways Together: Highways Together is a new scheme which allows Parish Councils to 
action some minor works themselves, such as sign cleaning and overgrowing hedges. The 
Clerk will contact HCC for some information about this. There is going to be training for 
Parish Councillors on this initiative. 

Schedule of work: We have a Parish Action Plan for outstanding issues which will be 
actioned as soon as resources are available. 

Action: The Clerk to speak to Brian Waters about the hard standing on Hitchin Road. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to speak to Brian Waters about the hard standing on 
Hitchin Road. 
Action: If appropriate, following the above discussions, the Clerk to cancel the proposed 
work. 
Action: Councillor Drew to contact BT about a new broadband box. 
Action: The Clerk to contact County Councillor David Barnard to request that the 
pavement on School Lane and chevrons on the bend on Hitchin Road be funded from 
his Highways Locality Budget 
Action: The Clerk to contact HCC about information on Highways Together. 

11) Affordable Housing 

Houses: Two of these are occupied, two are processing mortgages and HCHA are exploring a 
couple of applicants who have children at Preston Primary school for the remaining two. 

Gate into field: After last meeting when the Clerk queried this, HCHA said the scheme had 
been constructed in accordance with the planning drawings but they have accepted the need 
for a gate and have contacted NHDC with costs but have not yet had a reply. The Clerk will 
continue to pursue this matter. The recently planted hedge has been removed for making good 
and will not be replaced until a decision has been made about the gate. 

Making good: All our queries regarding making good were in the contract and have now 
been completed. Councillor Stark reported that there is one area of the field where making 
good hasn’t taken place so the Clerk will follow this up with HCHA. 

The road has been made good and put back to its original state before the work started. 
HCHA have photos to show what it was like. Neither North Hertfordshire Homes nor HCHA 
want to spend £20,000 to completely re-surface the road when there is uncertainty about what 
will happen in the field as a result of the Local Plan. 
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Action: The Clerk to contact HCHA about the area of the NHDC field which hasn’t 
been made good. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

David Keast is finalising some items, then will be ready to hand over his files.  

13) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing further to report. 

14) Clerk’s Report 

14.1: Code of conduct: This was agreed. 

14.2: Village Day Bottle Tombola: Councillors Clark and Stark will organise this. 

14.3: Speeding on Chequers Lane:  A resident contacted the Clerk to express concern 
about this, especially with more houses and therefore more traffic. It was agreed that the 
Clerk will suggest the resident raises this issue with the police on July 7th. 

14.4: Hitchin Hard Half Marathon: Sunday 28 June: This will pass through Preston as 
usual and the new10 kilometre race will go through Preston, then down Hitchin road to 
Gosmore. The Clerk will email residents about this a few days before the event. 

14.5:  Bus service consultation: Hertfordshire County Council are working with the bus 
companies on revised timetables which will be published in July to come into effect on 
September 1st.  We won’t know until July whether our service has been reduced. 

14.6:  The mobile library service will cease on 31 October and will be replaced by a home 
support service. The Clerk will put this in the village newsletter. 

Action: Councillors Clark and Stark to organise the Village Day Bottle Tombola 
Action: The Clerk to contact the resident who raised speeding on Chequers Lane as an 
issue. 
Action: The Clerk to inform local residents about the Hitchin Hard Half Marathon. 
Action: The Clerk to put the information about the mobile library in the newsletter. 

15) Treasurers Report 

 TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
           £ 
Red Stripe: emptying of cesspool                156.00 
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Oliver Russell: electrics for defibrillator                          210.00                                
Maydencroft: tree work                                                           1590.00   
M Rainbow: grass cutting                            134.00 
NHDC: refuse bin emptying: Recreation Ground     95.16 
Zurich Municipal: insurance premium             1003.26 
Eon: pavilion electricity      133.82 
M Rainbow: grass cutting                            163.00 
St Martin’s Church                                                     80.00 
                                             

BANK BALANCES 

General Fund          16409.16 
Grass cutting                   866.00 
Gritter grant                  0.00 
Grant for footpath maintenance             60.00 
Provision for tree cutting            800.00 
Recreation ground fund                     6000.00 
          

 24135.16 

15.1: The precept and budget were discussed.  

15.2: Review of Internal Audit: The accounts for the year ended March 31 2015 have been 
audited by Mr Nick Broughton, the Parish Council’s internal auditor.  The Parish Council 
reviewed the internal audit, considering scope of the audit, the independence and competence 
of the auditor, their own responsibilities in respect of the financial controls of the Council, 
and the report of the internal auditor. The Parish Council is satisfied that the internal control 
has been both thorough and effective 

15.3 Annual Return: The annual return for the year ended March 31 2015 was considered 
and approved by the Parish Council and parts 1 and 2 duly signed. 

15.4: Risk Assessments: The Parish Council considered the risk assessment schedule to 
ensure that everything was covered. Councillor Day would like to check the playground 
inspection reports in relation to risk assessment so the Clerk will send the reports to her. 
Robert Young will organise the PAT testing for the pavilion. The Clerk and Mark Higgin will 
confirm the renewal period of the cricket club licence for use of the Recreation Ground with 
Paul Constantinidi. The risk assessment schedule will be then amended and signed at the next 
meeting. 

15.5: Appointment of Treasurer: It was proposed by Councillor David Drew and seconded 
by Councillor Margaret Trinder that Mark Higgin be appointed as Treasurer for the ensuing 
year. The resolution was passed unanimously.  

Action: The Clerk to write to Nick Broughton to thank him for auditing the Parish 
Council accounts. 
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Action: The Clerk to send the latest playground inspection reports to Councillor Day 
Action: Robert Young to organise the PAT testing for the pavilion 
Action: The Clerk and Mark Higgin to confirm the renewal period of the cricket club 
licence to use the Recreation Ground. 

16. Any Other Business:  

There were no items of any other business. 

17)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 22 July at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m
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