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 PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 7 June 2017 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 

In Attendance  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk) 
  Mark Higgin, Treasurer 
  Mark Cherry, a member of the public 
  County Councillor David Barnard 
   

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Sandra Palmer and 
District Councillor Faye Frost.  

2) Declaration of interests: There were no declarations of interests 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.1: Vicar’s Grove: Councillor Trinder spoke to Rob Egan of the Hertfordshire 
County Council Spatial Planning Unit on Monday.  A Plan Contravention Notice was 
going to be sent to the owners/ contractors involved in Vicar’s Grove on Tuesday 6 
June. They will have 21 days to reply, following which an internal decision will be 
made as to what action will be taken. 

4.2: Recreation Ground Play Equipment: The Chairman reported that he had 
looked at the rope ladder in the Recreation Ground and needs to speak to Playdale 
about the repair. 

Action: Councillor Trinder to call Rob Egan for an update before the next Parish 
Council Meeting. 
Action: The Chairman to contact Playdale about the rope ladder on the 
Recreation Ground play equipment. 
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4.3: Red Lion Garden Tables: Now that the work is completed on the Red Lion, 
and the garden is reopened, the picnic tables have been removed from Village 
Green back to the pub garden. 

5)  The Minutes of the AGM 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6) The matters arising from AGM minutes 

There were no matters arising from the AGM Minutes. 

7) Comments from the public 

Mark Cherry from Glebe House, Chequers Lane attended the meeting to discuss the 
possibility of building a 3 or 4 bedroom house in an unused part of their large plot.  
The house would be designed to fit in with the village. 

This plot currently has access to the road, but it comes in directly into the centre 
of the Chequers Lane Junction, which wouldn’t be safe or practical especially in 
busier times of the day.  Mr Cherry asked the Parish Council if they would object to 
the access being moved further up Chequers Lane, opposite The Chequers side 
gate.  This would cross land that is classed as Village Green Land.  The current 
access would then be filled in and planted to fit in with the rest of that stretch of 
bank. 

The Chairman stated that moving the access would be considered in fuller detail by 
the Parish Council when a planning application was submitted.  A new house should 
be counted towards the number of houses allocated to Preston in the Local Plan.   

Action: Councillor Trinder to find out if the land required for access is part of 
Wastes of the Manor. 

8) Police Update 

There was no crime reported in April. 

9) County and District Update 

9.1 Re-Election: County Councillor David Barnard attended the meeting and 
confirmed that he was re-elected in the Election held on the 4th May. 

9.2 Locality Budget: Councillor Barnard informed the meeting that he has been 
given a Locality Budget of £10,000.  He can award grants from this budget to his 
parishes for projects which benefit their area, sharing it out to about £1000 per 
parish. He suggested the Parish Council think about what they could request. 
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9.3 Positions Held: Councillor Barnard confirmed that he currently holds the 
following positions in the local area: 

• Herts County Councillor:     Member of Development Control Committee, 
Environment, Planning, and Transport Cabinet Committee. Council’s 
representative on London Luton Airport Consultative Committee. 

• North Herts. District Councillor:   Chairman of Planning Control Committee, 
Chairman of Southern Rural Area Committee, member of Licensing 
Committee. Council’s representative on Hitchin Rugby Club users committee, 
Board member of North Herts. Homes, Board member of Chilterns 
Conservation Board. 

9.4 Local Plan: The Local Plan has been submitted to the Government.  An 
Inspector will be appointed and will be conducting public hearings in the Autumn. 
Once in place, the Local Plan will add weight to Planning Objections. It is difficult 
for planning officers to resist outline planning applications without the backing of 
the Local Plan. 

9.5 Town Hall & Museum: Progress at the Town Hall is going well.  The Museum 
however still has no entrance, although this is now in sight. 

9.6 SID: The SID has been repaired in Preston, another site is being looked at to 
install another one or move the original one to (please refer to 12.2). 

9.7 Speed Limit: County Councillor Barnard stated that many of his Parishes are 
requesting a move to a 20mph speed limit.  It was agreed that the Parish Council 
will agree where to request this change be made in Preston (please refer to 12.3) 
and then Councillor Trinder will contact Jason Ball to make this request.  County 
Councillor Barnard will follow up and do the same. 

9.8: Crematoria: North Herts District Council has recently approved plans for a 
crematorium and memorial park to be built on the edge of Holwell, next to the old 
Biffa landfill site. There are also plans in place to build a crematorium at the 
Wilbury Hills Cemetery. 

Action: Councillor Trinder and County Councillor Barnard to contact Jason Ball 
regarding the 20mph speed limit change. 

10) Planning Applications 

10.1: Minsden Cottage: The Parish Council supported the first part of this planning 
application for a single storey rear extension, following demolition of single storey 
gable extensions but strongly objected to the application for a detached annexe on 
this site.  

Preston Parish Council has rigorously and consistently opposed the building of any 
residential dwellings outside the village boundary in order to control development 
in the green belt and to protect the unique rural character of the village and are of 
the opinion that they must continue to do so in the future. There are no 
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exceptional reasons for building on this site. The Parish Council queried whether 
the criteria for established us have been met with regard to the static caravan on 
this site. 

As the proposed annexe would need independent services, the Parish Council 
suggested that a better location for such accommodation with less impact would be 
as an extension to the main property with its own separate entrance. This would 
mean that there was no additional building within the green belt. 

10.2: Outline planning application for land South and North-West of 
Cockernhoe: 1400 dwellings with educational, retail and community facilities: 
The Parish Council strongly objected to this application for the following reasons: 

• It would destroy a large amount of North Hertfordshire’s Green Belt land, 
completely ignoring government policy. 

• This development does not meet the “very special circumstances” test and 
would seriously harm this area of high quality Green Belt. 

• There are alternative and better areas for Luton’s housing needs to the west 
of the town where there are several preferred sites available for 
development. 

• Residents should not be provided with homes situated one mile from the 
runway at Luton airport.  

• The road infrastructure would be unable to cope. 
• The amount of traffic is putting an immense strain on the quality of life in 

Preston. If this development went ahead, the effect on the quality of life of 
local residents would be incalculable. 

• Previous consultations opposing development have been ignored.  

Local residents have been informed about this application and given points to use if 
they wish to respond. 

10.3: 1&2 Hitchwood Cottages: Removal and remedial tree works. 
As a matter of courtesy, the residents of 1 & 2 Hitchwood Cottages advised the 
Parish Council about the removal and remedial work to be undertaken on their 
trees in the week beginning Monday 12 June. 

10.4: Phone Mast: Councillor Trinder emailed Waldon Telecoms about the 
installation of the phone mast and received a reply on 28 April to say that at this 
stage they do not have a forecast date of when the site will be built. It will be at 
least 3 months away, possible longer. Planning permission was granted last October 

11)  Cricket Club Representation 

11.1 PAT Testing: Councillor Burleigh reported that the PAT testing was done on 31 
May at a cost of £82.80 incl VAT. 

11.2  Tree Work: Quotes for the trees were circulated and Louis Harrington Smith 
was asked to do the work, although this hasn’t been carried out yet.   
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11.3 Emergency Repairs: There were emergency repairs to the immersion heater 
which cost £134.44 incl VAT.  The Cricket Club have paid their 50% share into the 
Parish Council bank account: £67.22. 

12) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

12.1: Councillor Trinder contacted Affinity Water regarding the signs left in the 
village. They informed her that a leak had been repaired on School Lane. 

12.2: Following the agreement of County Councillor David Barnard, Councillor 
Trinder met Jason Ball to discuss the installation of another Speed Indicator Device 
coming into the village from Hitchin. Unfortunately, this location doesn’t meet the 
siting criteria for SIDs. 

• All signs need to be installed 450mm from the edge of the carriageway to 
prevent obstruction to passing vehicles. 

• Signs ideally need to be installed on the side of the carriageway they are 
monitoring. This can depend on the surrounding environment. 

• There should be no trees or overhanging vegetation as this will impact on 
the solar panel and the recorded information will not be effective or work at 
all. 

• There should be no other metallic signs within the vicinity of the SID as the 
reflection will interfere with the recorded information. 

• There should be a minimum of 100 hundred meters visibility on the approach 
for the SID for it to operate effectivity.  

They identified that there are limited locations to site the SID on the approaches to 
the village due to the unrestricted zones (national speed limit) and the above siting 
criteria. It would be possible to site one on School Lane, just along from the pond, 
but they decided that with the parked cars on one side of the road there is already 
traffic calming in place.  

It was agreed with County Councillor David Barnard that the Parish Council will ask 
for the 30mph sign to be moved to the same place as the Preston sign.  

12.3: Speed Limit Reduction: County Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish 
Council that he was asking all his parishes if they would like to consider reducing 
the speed limit to 20mph. The evidence from the Neighbourhood Plan 
questionnaire is enough to move this forward as 54% said they would like speed 
reduction in some locations.   Based on responses in the questionnaires it was 
agreed that at this stage we would ask for the speed limit to be reduced from 
30mph to 20mph on Back Lane and Chequers Lane.  

Action: Councillor Trinder will request the movement of the 30mph sign. 
Action: Councillor Trinder will contact Jason Ball about the reduction of the 
speed limit in the agreed areas. 

13) Neighbourhood Plan  
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The latest minutes and comments on questionnaires have been circulated.  Some of 
the comments were addressed at the village meeting, either within the 
presentation or in the question and answer section. There were 38 people at the 
meeting, plus the Steering Group. 

Councillor Trinder raised the following points from comments on the questionnaires 
and from the village meeting. 

13.1 Anti-social behaviour and crime: In the questionnaires people generally 
didn’t have any concerns regarding anti-social behaviour and crime but since then 
there has been some crime, raising concerns which were mentioned at the village 
meeting. 

13.2 Speeding and Parking on Back Lane: Members of the Steering Group, 
including Councillor Trinder, have been to see the Head Teacher of Preston Primary 
School. She sends regular letters to parents asking them to park at the Red Lion 
and walk from there. The Parish Council agreed to send a joint letter from the 
Parish Council and the Head Teacher in September asking parents to keep to this 
rule.  

13.3 Drainage on Chequers Lane: There have been issues with drainage on 
Chequers Lane which have reportedly increased since the Castlefield houses were 
built, with smells from the drains regularly and some drains being blocked up. This 
had not been such a problem previously. It was agreed that Councillor Trinder 
would undertake some investigations into the level of this problem with local 
residents, then see if any action could be taken by the water company to eliminate 
the problem. 

13.4 Leisure activities: People commented in the questionnaires that they didn’t 
know about Pilates and other things which go in in the village. The leaflet which 
goes to new residents needs updating as Pilates is not mentioned. It was agreed 
that Councillor Trinder would contact Meta Reeves who produces this leaflet and 
ask her to update it and add some extra details. It could then be circulated by 
email to all residents. 

13.5 Broadband: Both the Parish Council and the Steering Group know there are 
problems but they tend to be individual issues so need to be addressed on a case by 
case basis with the provider. 

Actions: The Parish Council and the Head Teacher to send a joint letter to 
Primary School parents in September regarding parking. 
Councillor Trinder to investigate the drainage issues on Chequers Lane. 
Councillor Trinder to contact Meta Reeves regarding updating the Welcome to 
Preston leaflet. 
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14) Parish Paths Partnership 

14.1 Sootfield Green Post: Councillor Clark reported that she believed the post at 
Sootfield Green which is no longer up-right will be replaced.  She will contact Tom 
Goldsmith, the County Footpath Officer, to confirm what will be happening with 
this post. 

14.2 Broken Church Gate: The Chairman commented that the gate at the back of 
the Church Yard has sheared off at the bottom as the post was rotten.  It was 
agreed that this is the Church’s responsibility. 

Action: Councillor Clark to contact Tom Goldsmith to confirm what is happening 
with the post.  

15) Chairman’s Report 

15.1 The Well: The Chairman reported that the Parish Council had received an 
email from Tim Justham who had noticed that the roof of the well on the Village 
Green was leaking.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should investigate this 
further, and look into finding someone who was able to carry out the work.  
Councillor Trinder will speak firstly to Frank Gormill to ascertain if this is something 
he could carry out.  Councillor Stark also has a contact should Frank Gormill not be 
able to do the work. 

15.2 Information Plaque at the Well: Tim Justham also suggested a plaque be 
installed at the well to inform the public of its history.  It was discussed that this 
matter had been raised before but not pursued.  Councillor Burleigh and Councillor 
Clark were keen to revisit this issue.  It was agreed that any installation on the 
Green with information should be in keeping with the Village.  Councillor Burleigh 
suggested asking the Preston Trust for ideas.  Mark Higgin agreed to speak with 
Richard Coles about this. 

15.3 Minsden Chapel: The Chairman raised the issue of the proposed sale of 
Minsden Chapel.  The Clerk had previously emailed the Parish Councillors with 
information on this matter.  Minsden Chapel is not in the Parish of Preston.  The 
farmer whose land the Chapel is on is keen to buy it.  It was agreed that Preston 
Parish Council do not wish to buy the Chapel. 

15.4 Bullocks in field: The Chairman has been contacted regarding the bullocks in 
the field on the corner of Butchers Lane and Charlton Road.  A member of the 
public has had an issue regarding aggressive behaviour from them when walking 
across the field on the footpath.  Councillor Clark will investigate the law on bulls 
in fields where there is footpath access. Farmers can have bullocks in fields with 
footpath access. 

15.5 VAT Refund from Broadband Installation: The Chairman has received a letter 
from Robert Young, Treasurer of the Preston Trust regarding the Broadband 
connection that was installed.  The Parish Council donated money towards this 
installation.  BT wrongly charged VAT on the work, and now this amount is to be 
refunded.  The Parish Council agreed that this money should be paid back into the 
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Parish Council account as it is public money.  The Chairman will write back to 
Robert Young to inform him of this conclusion. 

Action: Councillor Trinder to speak to Frank Gormill about possible work needed 
on the roof of the well. 
Action: Mark Higgin to speak to Richard Coles of the Preston Trust regarding 
ideas for a plaque on the well. 
Action: Councillor Clark to investigate the law on bulls in fields with footpath 
access. 
Action: The Chairman to contact Robert Young regarding the VAT refund. 

16) Clerk’s Report 

16.1: The County, Parish and Town Council Annual Partnership Meeting: This is 
taking place on  Monday 3 July 2017 at 1.30pm – 4.30pm  in the Oak Room at 
Hertfordshire Development Centre, Stevenage. 

The Clerk asked if anyone would like to attend this meeting, none of the 
Councillors can attend. 

16.2: First Aid Training: This has been confirmed to be taking place on Wednesday 
28 June at 7p.m in the Primary School Hall. The Clerk has offered to liaise with the 
Primary School with regard to setting up for this event, and introduce Pam Biggs 
and thank her at the end.  

16.3: Village Day Bottle Tombola – 8th July.  The Clerk has confirmed with the 
Preston Trust that the Parish Council will run a Bottle Tombola Stall.  Councillor 
Clark confirmed that she can provide a gazebo and tables on the day.  Councillor 
Trinder reported that Alison Jeffers has agreed to lend her tombola drum again.  

The Clerk has already emailed the Parish Council Database requesting donations of 
bottles to be left with Councillor Clark at Castle Farm.  A second email will be sent 
out reminding the database of this nearer the event.   

The Clerk, Councillor Clark and Councillor Trinder have volunteered to help on the 
day.  Mark Higgin will help out if he is here on the day. 

16.4: Transparency Grant: Councillor Trinder was successful in obtaining 
Transparency grant funding for 3 hours of The Clerk’s time per month from May to 
March: £298.78. We are currently awaiting this amount and Councillor Trinder will 
chase this up if it isn’t with us by the end of the week. 

Action: The Clerk to email the database asking again for donations of bottles 
nearer Village Day. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to chase up the Transparency Grant. 
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17) Treasurer’s Report 

!  

The Treasurer noted that the payment of £540.60 from the Cricket Club, as agreed 
with Paul Constantinidi at the last meeting was not yet in our bank account. This is 
the  cricket club’ s annual contribution for 2015 and 2016 towards insurance, 
electricity, water and bin emptying. The Treasurer and Councillor Trinder will look 
into this matter with the Cricket Club. 

17.1: Review of Internal Audit: The accounts for the year ended March 31 2017 
have been audited by Mr Nick Broughton, the Parish Council’s internal auditor.  The 
Parish Council reviewed the internal audit, considering scope of the audit, the 
independence and competence of the auditor, their own responsibilities in respect 
of the financial controls of the Council, and the report of the internal auditor. The 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 7th June 2017

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 20th April 2017 10,523.71£ 

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 
27th April 2017 Creamers (Neighbourhood Plan printing) 446.00£        
30th May 2017 NHDC (Bins) 77.30£          
30th May 2017 E.ON (Pavillion electricity) 127.43£        
31st May 2017 Zurich Municipal 1,169.99£    
7th June 2017 M Trinder (Clerk's expenses) 108.13£        
7th June 2017 Oliver Russell (PAT Tests) 82.80£          

2,011.65£    
Monies received:

Date From
27th April 2017 HMRC (VAT Reclaim) 753.12£        
30th May 2017 Preston Cricket Club 67.22£          

820.34£        

Balance as at: 7th June 2017 9,332.40£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 7th June 2017 13,164.75£ 

Total bank balances22,497.15£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 11,362.15£ 
NHDC grant 400.00£        335.00£        
Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £         1000.00 £          448.00
Pond Maintenance 800.00£        
Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£ 
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Parish Council is satisfied that the internal control has been both thorough and 
effective. 

17.2: Annual Return: The annual return for the year ended March 31 2015 was 
considered and approved by the Parish Council and parts 1 and 2 duly signed. 

17.3: Risk Assessments: The Parish Council considered the risk assessment 
schedule to ensure that everything was covered. Councillor Burleigh will liaise with 
the Cricket Club as to how much the Pavilion should be insured for following the 
Treasurer’s query as to whether the insurance value is too high.  Councillor Burleigh 
will also look into whether the new nets and Score Box are already insured by the 
Cricket Club.   

The risk assessment schedule was signed by the Chairman. 

17.3.1 Asset Register: The Treasurer suggested putting together an Asset 
Register, as one doesn’t seem to exist at present.  This could be based on the Risk 
Assessment and give us a basis for future insurance assessments. 

17.4: PAYE and Internet Banking: The Treasurer has now got a PAYE system in 
place which is necessary to pay the Clerk.  He has also spent a considerable amount 
of time on the phone with the Bank setting up internet banking, however the 
necessary paperwork and card reader hasn’t arrived.  The Treasurer will be 
contacting the Bank to continue this process.  Without this in place payment via 
PAYE isn’t possible. 

Action: The Treasurer and Councillor Trinder to investigate the payment of 
£540.60 from the Cricket Club. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to liaise with the Cricket Club re insurance of the 
Pavilion, nets and Score Box. 
Action: The Treasurer to liaise with the Bank to finalise the Internet Banking set 
up. 
Action: The Treasurer to pay the Clerk as soon as Internet banking is in place. 

18) Any Other Business:  

18.1: Village Green: As The Green belongs to the Parish Council, Councillor Trinder 
suggested that we should arrange for the branches and leaves lying all over the 
Village Green following recent rain and high winds to be removed.  It was agreed 
that Alex Reynolds could be asked to do this alongside the grass cutting that he 
carries out. 

18.2: January PPC Meeting Date: Councillor Trinder asked if the January date 
could be moved back to the 17th.  The Clerk will call Doreen Sansom to rearrange 
the date and will then confirm this change. 

Action: The Treasurer to speak to Alex Reynolds regarding clearing the Village 
Green of branches and leaves. 
Action: The Clerk to re-arrange the date of the January meeting. 
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19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Monday 17 July at 8 pm. 

The meeting closed at 10.20pm.
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