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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 9 March 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer,  
  Derek Jerrard, Ringway representative,  
  Mike Kellard, member of public 

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor David Barnard. 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.4.4.5:  The Ward Grant of £400 for work on the pond has been agreed. Councillor Clark has 
instructed the contractor. 

4.5.1:  The Clerk has spoken to NHDC about the padlocks on the fence round the NHDC 
field. They didn’t put them in and they don’t know who did. They have been removed 

4.15.1: Mary Turl’s daughter sent a picture of the bench she would like to be installed. She is 
happy for it to go near the new tree and it was agreed that it would go with its back to the 
PHC wall, looking out on to School Lane. The Clerk will liaise with her daughter about 
delivery and installation. 
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4.15.3: The Chairman decided that the fruit trees in Church Meadow should be pruned this 
year. These have been done. 

4.16.3: The dog bin in Church Meadow was emptied on 10 February and the bin is now back 
on the list for routine emptying. 
Action: The Clerk to liaise with Mary Turl’s daughter about the installation of the 
memorial bench. 

5) Comments from the public 

5.1: Speed Limit: Preston Trust have raised the issue of speeding in the village and had been 
informed by the Clerk that the last time speed was monitored, the average speed was less than 
30 mph. Mike Kellard, on behalf of Preston Trust, asked if the Parish Council would 
investigate whether the speed limit could be reduced to 20mph. While the Parish Council 
recognise the support this would get from local residents, it was acknowledged that it is a 
lengthy legal process to change speed limits.  

Derek Jerrard informed the Parish Council that other villages had found a reduction in speed 
limits difficult to achieve, apart from outside schools. The whole process could take 5 years. 
His advice was to add this issue to the Parish Action Plan and find out if County Councillor 
David Barnard would be willing to promote it. The Parish Council agreed to this.  

5.2: Village Database: Mike Kellard informed the Parish Council that John Robinson had 
now looked into the issues of setting up a village database and would send his findings and 
suggestions for promoting this to the Parish Council. He will contact the Clerk initially and 
Councillor Burleigh would look in detail at the plans. 

5.3: NHDC Fence: Mike Kellard reported that local residents are unhappy with the fence 
round the NHDC field and that it was not in keeping with the character of the village. As the 
Hertfordshire Way and the Chiltern way are alongside the fence it was suggested that some 
planting should be introduced to reduce its impact. It was agreed that Councillor Day would 
contact NHDC and ask if this could be undertaken. 

Action: The Clerk to add a reduction in the speed limit to the Parish Action Plan and to 
liaise with County Councillor David Barnard. 
Action: Councillor Day to contact NHDC about planting along the NHDC fence to 
reduce the impact. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to look at Preston Trust’s Plans for a village database. 

6) Police Update 
  
There was no crime in Preston in January. 
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7) County and District Update 

There was no County and District Update. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: The application for a Solar Farm in the Parish of St Ippolyts has been refused. 

8.2: The Planning application for the pool house at Chequers End is with Parish Councillors 
for comment. 

9)  Cricket Club Representation 

Councillor Burleigh reported that the cricket club are ready to undertake their electrical work. 
The Parish Council have already agreed to pay half of this and are happy for the work to be 
undertaken. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

Derek Jerrard, is our representative from Ringway, and is visiting all Parish Councils to 
inform them of his role and how Parish Action Plans work. Ringway are the maintenance 
contractor for Hertfordshire County Council and are responsible for the highways as they 
currently exist. Preston Parish Council are the first to have a Parish Action Plan and as we are 
ahead of everyone else we have more actions than other parishes. The categories were 
explained: 

• Category 1: urgent 
• Category 2: planned works, via Derek Jerrard as the Ringway representative 
• Category 3: enhancement using County Councillor David Barnard’s  Highways 

Locality Budget and organised by Jason Bown. 
• Category 4: third party works 
• Category 5: grass cutting, gully emptying and sign cleaning 

The Parish Action Plan was distributed to Parish Councillors. This indicates planned work and 
when it is scheduled for. Any updates are added  by the Clerk in conjunction with Derek 
Jerrard. 

Derek Jerrard explained that the online mapping system for reporting potholes must be used 
accurately and a triage inspector is now involved to ensure that work is undertaken 
appropriately. The aim was to permanently repair potholes first time, for A and B roads within 
5 days and for C and D roads within 20 days.  It is important to report each pothole 
individually on the HCC website and to define each individual location accurately, and to try 
and use the mapping system.  He also explained that road closures, if necessary for such work  
take 3 - 6 months to organise. 
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Mike Kellard queried the flooding where earth has been left from digging out ditches on St 
Albans Highway near Vicar’s Grove. He was informed that this work was undertaken by 
Vicar’s Grove.  

Parish Councillor David Drew raised the issue of flooding on Hitchwood Lane. He also raised 
the issue of potholes on the lane leading to Hitchwood Cottages. It was unclear which 
organisation had responsibility for this lane. 

Mike Kellard asked about litter in the hedges and fences. This is the remit of NHDC. 

Derek Jerrard explained the Highways Together system. Councillors Day and Trinder are 
already aware of how this works. 
The Parish Council went on to discuss the proposals for the muddy path which links Church 
Lane and Chequers Lane. They agreed to the proposed improvement to the drainage and a 
footway of the legal minimum width along the muddy section, then against the wall to meet 
the road at Church Lane.  The Clerk will explain the proposals to Mr Blaza and Mr Waters 
and bring their comments to the next meeting. It is possible that Jason Bown may be able to 
get a grant for this work from Safer Routes to School, thus saving some Highways Locality 
Budget for other purposes. 

Jenny Woolner asked the Clerk if the Parish Council  would consider putting in a footway 
along from end of the present footway to Crunnells Green corner. At the meeting with 
Highways, this was deemed to be of no great benefit to the majority and is not a route to 
school as Nursery children do not walk from that direction, therefore the cost could not be 
justified. The Parish Council agreed with this decision. 

Mark Higgin raised the issue of the flooding on School Lane from the bend to the junction 
with St Albans Highway. Councillor Day has already asked for this to be added to the Parish 
Action Plan. 

Action: The Clerk to meet Mr Blaza and Mr Waters to discuss the proposals for the 
footway. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Day to update the Parish Action Plan and submit it to 
Derek Jerrard. 
Action: The Clerk to establish who has responsibility for the lane leading to Hitchwood 
Cottages. 

11) Affordable Housing 

The Clerk reported that HCHA have a family from Letchworth who are at the conveyancing 
stage for Plot 2. There are two families interested in Plot 1 and an offer will be made to one of 
them by the end of the week, giving priority to the one which best meets the local criteria. 
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12) Neighbourhood Plan 

The Chairman and the Clerk took up the offer of a meeting with NHDC to discuss the Local 
Plan and the proposed village boundary. It was quite clear that there was little leeway for any 
changes on this and also on the planned number of houses for the NHDC field.  

During the course of the meeting the Chairman and Clerk were advised that a Neighbourhood 
Plan might enable the Parish Council to be aspirational with the green spaces in the village. 
Only items which are relevant to this particular parish should be included. The first step is to 
register a Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area. This entails an 8 week consultation which 
NHDC undertake.  There is no obligation to take a Neighbourhood Plan any further. 

The Parish Council agreed to apply to register a Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area which 
will be the whole parish. At subsequent meetings the pros and cons of having a 
Neighbourhood Plan will be discussed.  Information will be given to local residents via the 
newsletter and emails, including how to respond to the consultation. 

Action: The Clerk to apply to NHDC for a Designated Neighbourhood Plan Area. 
Action: The Clerk to inform local residents of the consultation via the newsletter and 
emails. 

13) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark reported that she had applied for the annual PPP grant. The work required 
will come to £404 more than the grant so the difference will be met from Parish Council 
funds. 

14) Chairman’s Report 

14.1: The Chairman reported that he had had an exchange of emails with Mike Kellard about 
buying the phone box. As it is under BT ownership and is listed, it was agreed by the Parish 
Council that this situation should remain. The phone is now working for emergency calls 
only.  

14.2: The Chairman reported that he had written to John Welch, CEO of Howard Cottage 
Housing Association about the two empty houses and had received a reply from the 
Development Manager.  

14.3: The Chairman reported that he had received a letter informing the Parish Council that 
Vodafone would like to install a phone mast in the field opposite Crunnells Green. Ten years 
ago planning permission was given to Orange, but not taken up, for a phone mast near the 
reservoir and Parish Councillors agreed that this would be a better location. The Chairman 
will respond and ask for this site to be considered. 
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15) Clerk’s Report 

15.1: A resident has contacted the Clerk to  ask if the Parish Council would consider putting 
No Cold Calling signs at the entry to village. There have been cold callers in the village 
recently. The Parish Council decided that they would not put up signs as they do not deter 
cold callers but the Clerk would send an email warning people about them. 

15.2: Data Protection Renewal: The Parish Council agreed to renew their data protection at 
a cost of £35. The Clerk will email asking residents if they wish to remain on the Parish 
Council email list or be added to it. This will also be included in the next newsletter. 

15.2: CPRE Renewal: The Parish Council agreed to renew their membership to CPRE at a 
cost of £36. 

15.3: Citizens Advice Letchworth: The Citizens Advice Bureau in Letchworth is looking for 
funding for new premises and emailled to ask if they could apply for a grant from the Parish 
Council. The Clerk replied to say this wasn’t possible. 

15.4: Section 106: The Clerk has now established that section 106 funds available to us are 
• Castlefield: £2685.98 
• Minsden Farm: £504.61 left 

 Both amounts are in the Community Centre & Town and Village Hall Contribution. The 
category can’t be changed as the developers could ask for their money to be refunded. 

15.5: Dates for next year: These were amended and the Clerk will book the village hall. 

15.6: Falcon Motor Club: This annual event will be going through Preston between 9.30 and 
11.30 on Sunday 13 March. The Clerk will email residents about it.  

15.7: Road Safety Fund: There is a new road safety fund available from the Police 
Commissioner for road safety initiatives such as victim support and reducing drink driving 
There is no indication as to how much money is available. We have missed the first round but 
the Clerk will look into options for the next round. 

15.8: Community Book Swap: The first session was very successful with 12 adults and 5 
children attending. 

Action: The Clerk to book the village hall for Parish Council meetings for the next year. 
Action: The Clerk to inform residents by email about cold calling and the Falcon Motor 
Club Rally 

16:  Treasurer’s Report 
   
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 9th March 2016  
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Community Account  
          
Balance as at: 27th January 2016        £16292.11  
      
Payments made: 
  
Date   Cheque No  Recipient      £   
9 March 2016 101067 E.On           152.60   
9 March 2016 101068 Information Commissioner      35.00   
9 March 2016 101069 Ramerick Nurseries     192.00    
9 March 2016 101070 CPRE        36.00  
             
              £415.60
  
      
Balance as at: 9 March 2016         £15876.51  
      
      
Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 9 March 2016                  £13,156.55  
  
     

      

17. Any Other Business:  

17.1: Councillor Day reported that there is often a lot of mud on the road and the path leading 
to the school as a result of the building work at West Green. While recognising that the wet 
weather hasn’t helped the situation, the Parish Council agreed that the Clerk would contact 
the residents to ask if the road and path could be cleared regularly. 
17.2: Mike Kellard informed the Parish Council that on behalf of the Cricket Club he would 
be applying for planning permission for a new score board. The Parish Council are aware of 
this from previous meetings. 

18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Thursday 21 April at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.17 p.m
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