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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 8 March 2017 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillors Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer 
  County Councillor David Barnard 
  District Councillor Faye Frost 
   

1) Apologies 

There were no apologies for absence.  

2) Co-option of Parish Councillor: Sandra Palmer was formally co-opted as a Parish 
Councillor. 

3) Declaration of interests: Councillor Trinder declared an interest in item 9.3 

4) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

5) Matters arising 

5.4.4.5.3: Planting at NHDC fence: This is now in place on the field side of the fence. 

5.4.4.15.1: The phone is now working with credit cards. The battery has a limited life so the 
phone needs to be used. Picking up the receiver for a minute every week or so will solve the 
problem.  

5.15.1: Ramerick Nurseries have pruned trees in Church Meadow, including all the Hazels as 
it looked like an unfinished job with only some done. 
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5.4.5.4: Vicars Grove: The Clerk has spoken to Rob Egan of the Hertfordshire County 
Council Spatial Planning Unit and a few weeks ago there was a joint operation with 
Hertfordshire County Council, the Environment Agency and the Police. A meeting is planned 
later this month with Hertfordshire County Council and the agents regarding the cessation of 
work on the site. The Clerk will obtain an update before the next Parish Council meeting. 

5.4.15.5: Church Meadow Swings: The legs were replaced on Wednesday 1 March and have 
a 15 year guarantee. Playdale suggested that to prevent strimmer damage, a circle round each 
leg could be treated with weed killer so that nothing will grow. The Chairman will look into 
this to ensure that any product used is suitable for a public area or whether there are other 
alternatives for avoiding strimmer damage such as the previous suggestion of putting mesh 
round the bottom of the legs. The brambles need to be one and a half metres away from the 
play equipment and at present they are only about 2 feet away. Frank Gormill will be asked to 
quote to cut back the brambles and remove the off cuts. 

Action: The Chairman will look into the best and safest way of eliminating strimmer 
damage to the play equipment.  
Action: The Clerk to ask Frank Gormill to quote for cutting back the brambles to 
within one and half metres of the play equipment and removal of rubbish. 

  
6)  Comments from the public 

A member of the public has contacted the Clerk about the problems of muntjac deer and the 
damage they do to gardens in the village.  She has asked if the Parish Council would consider 
a cull, in conjunction with the game keepers. Her request was supported by another resident. 

The Parish Council decided that they were unable to agree to this request. It would be too 
dangerous to shoot deer in the village with a rifle. The Clerk will inform the residents of this 
decision. 

Action: The Clerk to inform the residents that a muntjac cull will not be possible. 

7) Police Update 

In December and January there was one Burglary Other in the Parish. This means that it was 
not a burglary in a dwelling.   

8) County and District Update 

County Councillor David Barnard reported that there would be a 5% increase in Council Tax. 
The bus service in the morning will now be one large bus rather than two small ones. 

There is currently a problem with the solar sign which County Councillor David Barnard will 
deal with. The Parish Council can ask for the sign to be moved to a different location as 
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people become used to it on the same site. The Clerk will contact Jason Ball to ask about the 
options for moving it and whether this is something that the parish council can do themselves.  

County Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that he was standing for re-
election on Thursday 4 May. 

District Councillors Barnard and Frost informed the Parish Council that NHDC Council Tax 
is going up £5 per annum for a Band D property.  

There were 7000 responses to the Local Plan, most of them about the East of Luton site. 
District Councillor Barnard informed the Parish Council that the East of Luton site is adjacent 
to an Area of Outstanding National Beauty. In 2013 a request for this site to be made into an 
AONB was raised with the Chilterns Conservation Board. They will make a decision in 2 
years’ time. Until then they have indicated that it would be inappropriate to designate the land 
for any other purpose until a decision about AONB has been made. 

District Councillor Barnard also discussed New Century Park. (see item 9.4) 

District Councillor Frost informed the Parish Council that there has been an increase in rural 
crime in the last year. The police have informed District Councillors at a recent meeting that 
there has been a significant increase in the theft of pets, many of which had been taken from 
people’s closed gardens. Thirty seven dogs were recovered in a police raid on one site.  
District Councillor Frost also informed the Parish Council that fly tipping should be reported 
to the police so that it can be logged as a crime as well as to Veolia.  

District Councillor Barnard informed the Parish Council that he had asked the police to 
consider keeping the police quad bike on one of the local farms rather than at Hitchin Police 
Station to save time when a crime which requires its use is reported.  

Action: County Councillor David Barnard to arrange for the speed indicator device to 
be repaired. 
Action: The Clerk to contact Jason Ball to discuss options for moving the SID. 
Action: The Clerk to inform local residents that fly tipping should be reported to the 
Police as well as Veolia and also about the recent dog thefts. 

9) Planning Applications 

9.1: The Dower House: The application for change of use from an institutional building to a 
dwelling house was not proceeded with. 

9.2: Pencroft: The Parish Council supported this application. The Clerk contacted the 
Planning Officer about the boundary issue and was informed that the Pencroft extension is on 
its own land and does not encroach on to Langcliffe’s land. 

9.3: Applegarth: The Parish Council had no objections to the single storey rear extension 
following demolition of existing sun room, replacement windows and removal of chimney: 
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9.4: New Century Park:  New Century Park is a 70 acre site, within Luton’s boundary, but 
bordering Hertfordshire. It is proposed to build a mix of light industrial and business units 
providing 3,000 new employment opportunities.  There will be a new 1.6 mile access road 
from the entrance to the airport (Holiday Inn roundabout), running through the site to exit 
through the current staff and TUI carparks into Century Park. 

Public exhibitions are planned on: 
Wednesday 22 March 5pm – 9pm: Wigmore Primary School, Twyford Drive, Luton, Beds, 
LU2 9TB 
Saturday 25 March 10am – 2pm:   St George’s Square (near The Mall entrance), Luton Town 
Centre 
Wednesday 29 March 5pm – 9pm Ramridge Primary School, Turners Road North, Luton, 
Beds, LU2 9AH 

These are to gain feedback from stakeholders prior to submitting a planning application in the 
summer.  

 10)  Cricket Club Representation 

Councillor Burleigh informed the Parish Council that the work in the pavilion is being 
undertaken and is expected to be completed in early April. The Cricket Club has received a 
grant of £1885 from the England Cricket Board which they have matched with £1382 from 
club funds. This funding will replace the internal floor in the pavilion and provide a new 
carpet in the tea area, a new cooker and a new fridge. 

PAT testing needs to be undertaken and the Clerk will ask Oliver Russell if he could do this 
prior to the cricket season starting on 22 April. It was agreed that from now the annual PAT 
testing would be done at the start of each season. 

The new scoreboard is nearing completion. A problem was found in the main switch in the 
pavilion which had to be replaced at a cost of £79.50 + VAT.  This has to be paid for by the 
Parish Council. 

Action: The Clerk to organise PAT testing at the pavilion. 

11) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

11.1: The Clerk met Trevor Ward, our Ringway representative, on Monday 30 January at his 
request to keep up regular meetings. He will not continue the Parish Action Plans started by 
his predecessor as he prefers to liaise with Parish Councils about issues as they arise. As he 
has 37 parishes, he prefers to be dealing with issues rather than filling in forms and attending 
Parish Council meetings. It was noted how much work had been done in Preston recently. 

11.2: The new footway and drainage has been completed. Positive comments have been 
received. 
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11.3: Leaks: The Clerk is continuing to pursue the leak on Back Lane with Affinity Water. 
The leakage team will be out within a week to further investigate. Ringway would like to fill 
the potholes in April but can’t do so until leaks are stopped. 

11.4: Hitchin Road: Trevor Ward is investigating the water leak on the bend.  

11.5: Speed Limit: Reducing the 20mph throughout village has been previously discussed 
and the Clerk suggested that the Parish Council could proceed with this by contacting Jason 
Ball with the support of County Councillor David Barnard. As reducing the speed limit was a 
question in the Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire the Parish Council will not consider any 
action on this issue until they have seem the final outcomes of the questionnaire.  

12) Neighbourhood Plan 

The latest minutes have been circulated to the Parish Council. 

The Market Researcher presented the initial questionnaire outcomes to the Steering Group on 
Monday. There has been a very high response rate of 91% . The Steering Group is confident 
that the data is robust and a true reflection of the views of Preston residents in 2017. 

The Steering Group would like further analysis of the open questions on the adult and young 
person’s questionnaire and asked if the Parish Council would fund the required £980. The 
Parish Council agreed to this request. 
The Clerk asked if the Parish Council would allocate a further amount to the Steering Group 
as the current grant has been spent to meet the deadline of 31 March and it will be several 
months before the next grant is received. An amount of £1000 was agreed and it was 
acknowledged that the Steering Group would spend this money wisely. 

The Steering Group can apply for £3912 as the second part of the grant available nationally 
for Neighbourhood Plans. 

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the application to NHDC for a grant of £400 for 
publicity was successful and will be available from April1st. The rules for applications for 
Southern Rural grants have changed and once a grant has been received Parish Councils can’t 
re-apply for 2 years. 

The next step for the Steering Group is a meeting with Clare Skeels on 29 March to discuss 
how NHDC can help with the Neighbourhood Plan. A village meeting will be held to discuss 
the outcomes of the questionnaire but the date has not yet been confirmed.  

13) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark informed the Parish Council that Tom Goldsmith will organise the repair to 
the damaged sign near Sootfield Green. She also reported that David Clark has re-marked a 
footpath on a field at Austage End and that he had removed a tree blown down in Storm 
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Doris. Councillor Clark expects to receive the P3 forms soon. A new person has taken over 
this role. 

14. Appointment of Clerk 

14.1: Lisa Lathane has been appointed to the position of Clerk to the Parish Council starting 
on May 1st. She will attend the Parish Council meeting on 20 April as an observer and the 
current Clerk will hand over during the following week. 

The Clerk and the Treasurer will liaise on setting up the Parish Council as an employer with 
HMRC. 

14.2: Parish Council Policies: As the Parish Council is about to become an employer, it has 
to have appropriate policies in place. An Equal Opportunities policy, a Health and Safety 
Policy and Grievance Procedures were agreed and will be reviewed annually in March. 

Action: The Treasurer and the Clerk to set up the Parish Council as an employer and to 
organise a payment system for the new Clerk 

15) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing further to report. 

16) Clerk’s Report 

16.1:  CPRE membership: It was agreed to continue membership of CPRE at a cost of £36 
per annum.  
16.2:  The Red Lion have asked, if the kitchen isn’t finished by April, whether they could put 
picnic tables on The Green at lunchtimes. The Parish Council agreed to this in principle but 
the Red Lion Board is advised to discuss the implication of this with their insurance company. 

16.3: Data Protection Renewal: This will cost £35. A note has been put in the newsletter for 
an annual review. 

16.4: Meeting dates: Following some amendments, the meeting dates for the next year were 
agreed. The Clerk will book the village hall for these dates. 

Action: The Clerk to inform the Red Lion Board about putting tables on The Green. 
Action: The Clerk to book the Village Hall for the next year’s meetings. 

17) Treasurer’s Report 
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Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 8th March 2017   
   
Community Account       
     
Balance as at: 26th January 2017        £17,538.11  
     
Payments authorised at meeting:     
     
Date    Recipient     

8th February 2017 Playdale (play equipment repair)     £1,095.91   
15th January 2017 E.ON (pavillion electricity bill)         £97.16   
8th March 2017 We Work With Data Ltd (NP survey data)     £2,412.00   
8th March 2017 The Insight Fountain (NP residents survey)    £2,040.00   
8th March 2017 Diane Day (NP mileage claim)          £11.70   
8th March 2017 Wally Steele Ltd (NP costs - 3x invoices)      £221.74   
8th March 2017 Fay Higgin (NP mileage claim)            £6.30   
8th March 2017 Ramerick Nurseries ( Church Meadow Trees      £480.00   
8th March 2017 Pavilion Electric Switch           £95.40   
8th March 2017 Information Commissioner (Data Protection)       £35.00   
8th March 2017 CPRE membership           £36.00  
    

 £6,531.21   
         
     
Balance as at: 8th March 2017        £11,006.90  
     
    
Business Premium Account     
     
Balance as at: 8th March 2017        £13,164.75  
     
        Total bank balances  £24,171.65  
   
Funds Balances     
     
General Fund                 £13,371.65  
Neighbourhood Plan 2016 Provision:  £250.00           00.00 
Neighbourhood Plan Grant    £5,088.00                     00.00 
Pond Maintenance          £800.00  
Recreation Ground Fund              £10,000.00 

17.1: The Treasurer has arranged a fixed price plan with E-ON for electricity in the pavilion 
which will save £60 per annum.  

17.2: The Treasurer is waiting to hear further from NHDC about the precept. 
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17.3: The Treasurer indicated that the Parish Council should be making a decision about grass 
cutting. He will look up the quotes he has received so far. 

17.4: The Treasurer informed the Parish Council that he and the Clerk had done some 
research on Internet Banking. This has been possible for Parish Councils since 2013 to reduce 
unreasonable and unproductive use of members’ time.  

Transactions could continue to be authorised by the current bank account signatories and there 
would be a clear audit trail. It was agreed, that following further research by the Treasurer, 
this issue will be discussed again at the next meeting. 

Action: A decision to be made on a grass cutting contractor. 
Action: The Treasurer to undertake further research on Internet Banking for the Parish 
Council. 

18) Any Other Business:  

There were no items of any other business. 

19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Thursday 20 April at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 9. 55p.m


