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 PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 11 March 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mr D Keast 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In attendance  Robert Young, Treasurer, County Councillor David 
Barnard, District Councillor Faye Frost, Brian Waters 

  
1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Paul Constantinidi and Phil Leaver. 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record. 

4) Matters arising 

4.5: Eucalyptus trees: The Clerk has been in contact with NHDC and Herts Highways. The 
trees belong to Highways and they have a duty to maintain them. Height is not a reason for 
pruning healthy trees and they do not remove trees because they are near telegraph wires. The 
only way that the trees could be removed is by contacting County and asking for their 
removal because they are not indigenous. The Parish Council cannot organise pruning or 
removal independently. 

NHDC have an agency agreement to undertake work on County’s trees until April of this year 
when trees in villages are going back into County’s control. As part of this, the tree officer is 
inspecting and producing an inventory of all County owned trees in all the villages. Any work 
required on these trees could be picked up then, although the current view is that no work is 
required. 
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It was agreed that the Clerk would contact County in April to see what assessment had been 
made on these particular trees in the latest survey. The Clerk will also inform Mr Leaver of 
this decision. 

Action: The Clerk to contact the County tree officer in April to see what assessment has 
been given to the eucalyptus trees in the latest survey. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Mr Leaver of the above decision. 

4.6: Local Plan: The Clerk reported that a reply had been received from Luton Borough 
Council in response to our objections to them about the East of Luton section of the Local 
Plan. This has been circulated to Parish Councillors.  

County Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that the next stage is the 
production of the draft Local Plan which should be available in a couple of months. 

5) Comments from the public 

5.1: Brian Waters informed the Parish Council that Open Reach attend the box near his house 
on a daily basis. He allows them to park on his drive but sometimes there are five vehicles 
there which is becoming a nuisance. He asked if the Parish Council could make the area 
opposite Spindle Cottage more suitable for vehicles so they could park there. It was agreed 
that County Councillor David Barnard and Parish Councillor David Keast would liaise on 
this issue to clear and tidy it and improve the surface so that it is suitable for parking. 

5.2: Mr Waters asked about a completion date for the new houses. He was informed that this 
is the end of this month. (See item 11)  

5.3: Mr Waters also asked about the publication of the forthcoming Parish Council elections. 
The Clerk explained that this would be done after this meeting because it was appropriate that 
the Parish Councillors were informed of the process prior to it being advertised. (See item 
17.5) 

5.4: Linda Woodward had contacted the Clerk by email to ask if the grass verge outside the 
Blaza’s house could be made into a surfaced footpath and the drainage on the adjacent 
carriageway improved. The Parish Council noted that the drainage had already been 
improved in this area and that any pools after very heavy rain disappear reasonably quickly. 
They felt that surfacing the area was not appropriate in this rural environment. The Clerk will 
inform Mrs Woodward of this decision. 

Action: County Councillor David Barnard and Parish Councillor David Keast to liaise 
on improving the area opposite Spindle Cottage. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Mrs Woodward of the decision about the verge at the 
Blaza’s house. 
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6) Police Update 

There was no police update. 

7) County and District Update 

County Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that the County section of 
Council Tax was going up by 1.9% and the District by 1.99% and that there are more cuts to 
come. 

County Councillor Barnard informed the Parish Council that Luton Borough Council had 
responded to the Local Plan Consultation by asking for 5000 houses rather than 2000 East of 
Luton. He is chairing a public meeting in the Wigmore area of Luton and will request that 
local people ask the Council to consider areas to the West and North of Luton. 

Both County Councillor Barnard and District Councillor Frost emphasised that the Local 
Plan must meet Government criteria or they will have housing figures imposed upon them. 
They also highlighted the fact that under the Localism Act, NHDC have to co-operate with 
their neighbours. When NHDC are considering where to permit housing they have to 
consider land brought to them by developers or landowners as they need the right to build on 
the land. It was noted that 70% of North Hertfordshire land is undeveloped.  

County Councillor Barnard informed the meeting that the village boundary proposed by the 
Parish Council is with the officers and they hope that it will be agreed. He also pointed out 
that any land which is available for development must follow the planning process and there 
must be proven need. Development which cannot show proven need and which would alter 
the character of the area is unacceptable. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: Casa: Conditional Permission has been granted. It is a condition that the landing 
window must be permanently glazed in opaque glass to respect privacy of neighbours. 

8.2: The Cedars: The Parish Council supported this application. 

8.3: Chequers End: The Parish Council supported this application in principle, but requested 
that a condition be included to ensure that the dimensions, and particularly the height, must 
not exceed what is shown on the plans provided with the application. 
  
8.4: Sootfeld Green: Prior approval for conversion of the barn to a residential dwelling was 
refused.  

8.5: 3 Crunnells Green: The Parish Council supported this application but asked for two 
issues to be resolved prior to planning consent being granted: 
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• Access to the building during construction should be from the back using the drive at 3 
Crunnells Green. This will limit possible damage by large vehicles to the verges and 
foliage on Back Lane. 

• Appropriate provision is made for storage of waste bins and garden equipment, as this 
is not indicated on the plans. 

9) Cricket Club Representation 

The gate at the entrance to the Recreation Ground needs work. Frank Gormill has looked at it 
and the gate and the pedestrian gate need to be replaced. He suggests that a new post is 
concreted in to hook back the gate when it is open. The quote is £430 in total, materials £310 
including VAT, and £120 labour which the Parish Council agreed to accept.   

Action: The Clerk to organise the work on the gate. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

Councillor Keast had nothing to report but he will contact James Bown about outstanding 
work within the Parish. 

11) Affordable Housing 

The Clerk has been informed by HCHA that shortlisting and budget interviews have taken 
place and offers will be made by the end of this week. They have interviewed two applicants 
who meets the level one criteria, connection to Preston itself, one who meets the level two 
criteria, surrounding parishes with a local connection to Whitwell, one who meets the third 
level criteria, other rural parishes as they live in Codicote and they also have another who 
meets the level one criteria who they are trying to set up a budget interview with. 

The rented property has been advertised and they will be reviewing the applications shortly. 

The houses are due to be completed by the end of the month. Thursday 2 April at 3 p.m has 
been agreed as a time for Parish Councillors to view the properties. 

Councillor Keast suggested that the street lamp at the entrance to Templars Lane be removed 
so that it is done before the road and footpath are re-surfaced. The Clerk has established that 
the street lights belong to County and if we wished to remove them we would have to apply 
to them. It was noted that the lights were put in when the bungalows were built. It was 
decided that no action would be taken on this suggestion. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 
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Councillor Keast informed the meeting that some resurfacing would be done in Dead 
Woman’s Lane in conjunction with Tom Goldsmith under P1 which would cost £400. He has 
also asked for estimates for 4 footpath signs to be replaced. These will also be covered by P1 
so there will be no cost to the Parish Council. 

Councillor Keast has reported the road signs which need replacing at the junction with 
School Lane and St Albans Highway and at the junction of Charlton Road and Butchers 
Lane. 

13) Village Trees 

Brian Waters had come to the meeting to find out progress on the trees. Councillor Keast 
distributed updated and annotated tree surveys. Mr Waters queried why removal of ivy was 
not included in the report. Councillor Keast explained that Maydencroft would only remove 
ivy if the trees were dangerous or diseased.  

Councillor Keast explained that some of the trees identified belonged to the Pilkington Estate 
and some to North Hertfordshire Homes so the Parish Council is not responsible for that 
work. The work required on Parish Council trees is £1325 and it was agreed that Councillor 
Keast would ask Maydencroft to undertake this as soon as possible, including obtaining 
consent from NHDC as they are in the conservation area. Work on PHC trees will be 
undertaken at the same time. 

Councillor Keast will also ask Maydencroft to quote for cutting out sections of ivy with 
secateurs on the trees which are covered in it. 

Councillors Keast and Trinder are attending a Southern Rural Committee Meeting tomorrow 
evening to present the case for a grant of £1000 towards the cost of the planned work. 

Action: Councillor Keast to instruct Maydencroft to undertake the work on the trees, 
including obtaining consent. 
Action: Councillor Keast to obtain quotes from Maydencroft for cutting out sections of 
ivy. 

14) Defibrillator 

The two defibrillators, free of charge from the ambulance service have been delivered. One is 
in the pavilion and the other will go on one of the sheds at the Red Lion when the cabinet 
arrives during the week beginning Monday 30 March. 

Without VAT the costs are £595 for the outdoor cabinet and £155 for installing electricity in 
the shed at Red Lion. The remaining cost is installing and connecting the cabinet and 
strengthening the shed wall. The Red Lion Board would prefer the Parish Council to organise 
this. It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain quotes when the cabinet arrives. 
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We have received a grant from David Barnard’s locality budget for £500. The Clerk 
suggested that the remaining cost is split between the Parish Council and Preston Trust as 
Brian Waters had previously indicated that they would like to contribute. The Clerk will find 
out if this is still the case.  

There will be a public awareness meeting on Tuesday 21 April at 7 p.m at Preston Primary 
School organised by the Ambulance Service. The Clerk will advertise this widely. 

Action: The Clerk to obtain quotes for installing the cabinet at the Red Lion 
Action: The Clerk to contact Brian Waters about Preston Trust contributing towards 
the costs. 
Action: The Clerk to advertise the awareness meeting. 

15) Village Data Base 

While looking into Data Protection issues for the proposed village data base, the Clerk has 
established that as the Parish Council holds data about local residents, for example email 
addresses, it should be registered for data protection. This will cost £35 per annum and it was 
agreed that the Clerk would register the Parish Council. 

It was also agreed that the Clerk would update her email list of local residents, emphasising 
that the information will be used for Parish Council matters only. A note will be put in the 
newsletter asking people to provide their email addresses if they would like to be added to 
this list. 

The Clerk has spoken to Tim Justham and it would be possible to use a link on the website 
for a village data base. The website is operated by Preston Trust so they would need to be 
registered for data protection too if a data base was to be included.  

Following discussion on the issues and security involved and the need for someone to set up 
and maintain the system, the Parish Council decided that they would not be setting up a 
village database. The Clerk will inform Preston Trust of this decision via Brian Waters who 
raised it with the Parish Council. 

Action: The Clerk to register the Parish Council for data protection. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Preston Trust about the decision not to organise a village 
data base. 

16) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that he had cut back 25 studs on the gate into Church Meadow. 

17) Clerk’s Report 
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17.1: Bus Service consultation: This was circulated to Parish Councillors. The Clerk will 
respond. 

17.2: The Rural Grant grass cutting application has been successful and we have been 
awarded £1000. 

17.3: CPRE membership: It was agreed that this would be renewed at a cost of £36. 

17.4: Dates for next year: These were provisionally agreed. The Clerk will book the village 
hall, then confirm the dates.  

17.5: Parish Council elections 

The clerk informed Parish Councillors that they have to stand for election for a four year term 
of office if they wish to continue on the Parish Council. The nomination process was 
explained and packs distributed. Elections will only take place if there are more than 7 
nominations. 

Nominations have to be hand delivered to NHDC but these can be delivered to the Clerk who 
will take them altogether. She must receive them by 9 a.m on Tuesday 7 April to do this. The 
closing date for nominations at NHDC is 4 p.m on Thursday 9 April. The Clerk is able to 
provide electoral numbers for nominations forms. The Clerk also explained the rules about 
the electoral register and the penalties for improper use. 
The Clerk will advertise the election widely throughout the Parish with emails, posters, in the 
website and a note in the newsletter. 

Action: The Clerk to renew the CPRE membership. 
Action: The Clerk to book the village hall for Parish Council meetings. 
Action: The Clerk to deliver nomination forms to NHDC. 
Action: The Clerk to publicise widely the forthcoming elections in the Parish. 

18) Treasurers Report 

 TRANSACTIONS REQUIRING AUTHORISATION 
           £ 
Affinity Water: pavilion water 6 months from July 2014    93.57 
The Red Lion Ltd: power for defibrillator    181.00  
Eon: pavilion electricity 3 months from 11/11/14   171.03 
Ramerick Nurseries: pruning Church meadow fruit trees  192.00 
Maydencroft Ltd: tree survey      624.00 
                                             

RECEIPTS  

Preston Cricket Club       380.00 
Herts CC Grant       500.00 
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BANK BALANCES 

General Fund          16736.38 
Gritter Grant                  199.25 
Grant for footpath maintenance            60.00 
Provision for tree cutting           850.00 
Recreation ground fund                    5500.00 
          

 23345.63 

18.1: The precept and budget were discussed. The Treasurer estimates that by the end of the 
year there will be £15200 in the General Fund which should be acceptable to the auditors. 

18.2: The Treasurer has received Mr Rainbow’s quote for cutting the grass this summer. It 
was agreed to accept this. 

19) Any other business 

The Gritter: Councillor Clark and the Clerk reported that the gritter doesn’t work because 
the salt provided is too wet and it doesn’t go through. The planned cost was £375. The 
company went out of business so the same gritter was bought for £175 from another 
company. 
 It was decided that we would ask David Clark  to try to sell the gritter on ebay and that the 
Clerk would contact County Councillor David Barnard about the unspent money which was 
grant funded.  

Action: Councillor Clark to ask David Clark to try to sell the gritter. 
Action: The Clerk to contact County Councillor David Barnard about the remaining 
grant money. 

20)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 22 April at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.27 p.m
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