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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 1 June 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillors Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer,  
  District Councillor Claire Strong 
  David Clark, member of the public  

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillor Jane Clark and  
County Councillor David Barnard 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.4.5.3: NHDC fence: Councillor Day reported that despite many attempts, she has been 
unable to make any progress on planting round the NHDC fence. An email sent on 31 May 
came back with an automatic reply saying out of office until 4 April. The Parish Council 
agreed that this was not acceptable. District Councillor Strong agreed and will look into the 
matter on behalf of the Parish Council 

5) Minutes of AGM 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

6) Matters arising from AGM 
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There were no matters arising 

7) Comments from the public 

David Clark raised the issue of narrow lanes in the village. It is particularly narrow alongside 
Chequers Cottages on Chequers Lane and it is difficult to get large vehicles through. Mr Clark 
queries whether a fire engine would be able to get along this stretch of the lane. Railway 
sleepers which were put next to the road about 14 years ago have contributed to the problem. 
The Clerk has a plan which indicates that a section of the verge in these gardens belongs to 
Highways so Councillor Day will contact Highways to discuss a solution to this issue and will 
ask their advice on whether it is appropriate to approach the fire brigade. 

In addition, Mr Clark reported that a partly dead holly tree on the left going up Butchers Lane 
and leaning into the road meant that large lorries could not access Castle Farm this way. The 
Clerk will look into whether this tree was noted on the tree survey.  

Action: Councillor Day to contact Highways about Chequers Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to find out if the Holly tree on Butchers Lane is mentioned in the tree 
survey. 

8) Police Update 
  
There was a Dwelling Burglary in the area in March and no crime in Preston in April. 

9) County and District Update 

District Councillor Strong reported that the next draft of the Local Plan will go to full council 
in July and should be available for public consultation in September. Eight thousand 
responses to the last consultation have contributed to the delay which makes the council at 
risk of hostile development as there is currently no Local Plan in place. The Council hope that 
it will go to the Inspector and be returned in 2017. In the meantime, the number of houses 
NHDC is expected  to provide is increasing. 

District Councillor Strong reported that the Hitchin Museum and Town Hall were not yet 
open because of legal wrangling concerning the land used for the entrance. Also a new 
contractor had to be found for fitting out as the first one went out of business. 

District Councillor Strong informed the Parish Council that because of budget constraints 
grants had been reduced by 30%. It has been suggested that the Council should have one 
centralised grant committee which would take away Southern Rural grants but District 
Councillor Strong won’t support this as a centralised committee won’t know the communities 
involved. 
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Parish Councillor Drew asked District Councillor Strong who owned the car park at the 
bottom of Hitchwood Lane as there is no litter bin and rubbish gets left. It was agreed that this 
didn’t belong to NHDC. Councillor Drew was advised to contact Langley Parish Council 
about this issue, as it is not in the Parish of Preston. The Clerk will provide the contact details 
to him. 

Action: The Clerk to provide Councillor Drew with contact details for Langley Parish 
Council. 

10) Planning Applications 

10.1: Ladygrove Mews: The Parish Council supported a change of finish to car parking 
spaces 

10.2: Sootfield Green: Change of use of barn to dwelling: The Parish Council made no 
change to their original submission so this will be considered again when the inspector re-
determines the appeal following a High Court challenge by the residents. 

10.3: 3 Crunnells Green: An amended internal layout has been agreed. An additional gable 
section to the rear elevation and the roof reconstructed in same plain tile as existing roof 
material: Non material Amendment to Planning Permission 

11)  Cricket Club Representation 

Councillor Burleigh reported that there have been problems with getting the wheelie bin 
emptied at the Recreation Ground. So far it has been emptied once this season. It was noted 
that Veolia have the contract and that the Parish Council pays NHDC annually for this service. 
Councillor Burleigh will continue to pursue this matter until the bins are emptied on a regular 
weekly schedule. 

Action: Councillor Burleigh to continue to pursue bin emptying at the Recreation 
Ground. 

12) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

12.1: Hitchin Road: The gully and connection is with the drainage team to produce a CAD 
plan and costings and should be available within 2 weeks. If satisfactory, it was agreed that 
Councillor Day and the Clerk could give the go-ahead, rather than wait until the next meeting. 
Once that has been organised, they will find out when the kerbing is due to be undertaken. 
The delay is partly due to Jason Bown, our Highways Locality Officer leaving and he has not 
yet been replaced. 

12.2: Speed Indicator Device: Preston has been put forward as a candidate for the next phase 
of Highways Locality Budget funded SIDs.  If accepted, Councillor Day and the Clerk have 
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asked if this could be located on entry into the village from Ley Green. The Parish Council 
agreed with this location. We should hear this month whether we have been allocated a 
device. 

12.3: Drive safe:  Preston Trust sent details of drive safe and asked the Parish Council to 
consider this volunteer scheme of speed reduction. The Parish Council decided that they did 
not want two initiatives taking place at the same time and that the speed indicator device was 
a better option at the present time. 

A reduction in the speed limit to 20mph is still being pursued. 

12.4: Highways Locality Budget:  County Councillor David Barnard sent the Clerk a copy 
of a letter sent to County Councillors about changes to the way the Highways Locality Budget 
works. There is nothing which directly affects Preston at the moment. 

Action: Councillor Day and the Clerk to action the gully and connection on Hitchin 
Road if acceptable information is provided. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Preston Trust that the Parish Council are not going to 
apply for drive safe at the present time. 

13) Affordable Housing 

The last house is expected to exchange contracts in 2 weeks with occupants moving in by the 
end of June or early July. The Clerk will report further as matters arising and take this item off 
the agenda for future meetings. 

14) Neighbourhood Plan 

The village meeting will be held on Sunday 26 June at 11 a.m in the village hall. A few days 
before, the Clerk will put some posters up and send an email to remind residents about it. 

The meeting will be planned to last an hour. The Chairman will give a short introduction, then 
Alexandra Higgin will be asked to talk for about 10 minutes on the context and background of 
Neighbourhood Plans. Diane Burleigh will be asked to talk for about 15 minutes on her 
experience in producing a Neighbourhood Plan at Pirton. The Clerk will contact both speakers 
to explain what is required.  

Questions will be taken after both speakers and the Chairman will ensure that these are brief 
and to the point so that the meeting stays on track. Before the end of the meeting a vote will 
be taken as to whether a Neighbourhood Plan is appropriate for Preston. If this is positive, the 
Chairman will ask for volunteers for a steering group 

The Clerk reported that the decision on our application for a Designated Area will be taken at 
the NHDC cabinet meeting on 14 June so we will know the outcome at the village meeting. 
She also reported that there is a grant of £9000 available for groups producing a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Action: The Clerk to inform the speakers for the village meeting what is required of 
them. 

15) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark reported via email that she has now had confirmation of the P3 Parish Paths 
Grant totalling £740.  This will pay £330 for the kissing gate at the top of Wain Wood which 
will be fitted free of charge by CMS volunteers and £340 to re-surface the muddy gateway on 
Butchers Lane. 

Councillor Clark is now in the process of agreeing to this and has forwarded the BACS 
request form to the Treasurer to complete and return to her so that she can submit this, then 
arrange for the above work to be undertaken. 

The Parish Council confirmed that it will continue to adhere to the rules and regulations of the 
P3 agreement.  

Action: Councillor Clark to submit BACS form to P3 and arrange for the proposed 
works to be undertaken. 

16) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing to report. 

17) Clerk’s Report 

17.1: West Green: The Clerk reported that she had agreed with the Chairman that the 
contractors working at West Green could put a sign on The Green to remind works traffic of 5 
mph speed limit. The Clerk is liaising with the contractor on the exact location. The Clerk 
reported that there continue to be issues with some of the neighbours every now and then, but 
the owner and the contractor are doing their best to keep everyone happy and to get the work 
completed as soon as possible.  

17.2: The Parish Council agreed that the community book swap volunteers could put a board 
on The Green on the mornings of the swap.  

17.3: Village Hall Curtains: The Clerk reported that the village hall had an unexpected bill 
of £650 for leaking pipes and the new curtains will cost £1000. She asked if the Parish 
Council could consider making a contribution towards these costs. It was agreed that the 
Parish Council would pay for the leaking pipes which the Village Hall Committee can’t claim 
on insurance as it is wear and tear. The Treasurer will pay this amount to the Village Hall 
Committee.  
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17.4: Village Day Bottle Tombola: The Parish Council is again running a bottle tombola at 
Village Day. Councillor Clark and Trinder have arranged the necessary equipment. Councillor 
Day offered to help on the day and the Treasurer will also help if he is available.  

17. 5: Nigel Brook: The Clerk informed the Parish Council that Nigel Brook died on 28 May. 
He was our County Councillor for many years. The Clerk will arrange to send a card from the 
Parish Council to Mrs Brook. 

Action: The Treasurer to pay £650 to the Village Hall Committee. 
Action: The Clerk to send a card to Mrs Brook from the Parish Council. 

18:  Treasurer’s Report 
  

Summary Financial Report as at 21st April 2016     
      
Community Account                   

Balance as at: 21st April 2016          17,562.58  
      
Payments made:  
Date   Cheque No  Recipient   
  
1st June            101077 Zurich Municipal: Pavilion Insurance   £1,063.24  
1st June 101072 E.ON: pavilion electricity        £216.93  
1st June 101073 St Martins Church: litter picking               £80.00  
      

Balance as at: 1st June 2016         £16,202.41  
      
      
Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 1st June 2016         £13,159.83 
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18.1: Annual Return: The Treasurer apologised to the Parish Council that he did not have 
everything ready to sign and send off for the audit because the internal audit was not 
available. It was agreed that he would ask BDO for an extension to the submission date and 
that everything would be completed at the next meeting. 

18.2: Risk Assessments: These were agreed apart from PAT testing in the pavilion. The Clerk 
will find out who did this previously and will organise for it to be undertaken. Councillor 
Burleigh will arrange access to the pavilion.  

Action: The Treasurer to organise the internal audit and completion of the audit 
paperwork. 
Action: The Clerk to organise PAT testing at the pavilion, liaising with Councillor 
Burleigh for access. 

19. Any Other Business:  

There were no items of any other business. 

20) Date and Time of next Meeting: Tuesday 19 July at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 9.56p.m


