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  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 4 November 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer, County Councillor David 
Barnard 

1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from District Councillor Faye Frost.  

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.4.5: The Clerk has not yet received a reply about the questions and cost of work on the 
pond. She will continue to email until she has received a response. 

4.6: The wheelie bin stickers have been distributed. They are being used but bins are not 
always positioned so that the stickers are visible. The Clerk will put a note about this in the 
next newsletter. 
  
4.14.3: Eucalyptus trees: Officers from Hertfordshire County Council inspected the 
eucalyptus trees on 13 October. The residents are now awaiting their report. 

4.16: The Pond and PHC fence: Councillor Clark will look again at the overgrown foliage 
and will decide the best course of action, then email Parish Councillors accordingly. 
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Action: The Clerk to continue to pursue the issue with the pond. 
Action: The Clerk to put a note in the newsletter about the wheelie bin stickers. 
Action: Councillor Clark to look at the fence and the pond and decide what is the best 
course of action. 

5) Comments from the public 

There were no comments from the public. 

6) Police Update 

In September there was one vehicle crime: A vehicle had £180 worth of damage caused to a 
tyre in Hitchwood Lane.  This occurred between the 3rd and 5th September. 

7) County and District Update 

County Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that the Vicar’s Grove contract ends 
in September 2016. Their recent planning application was unsuccessful, although they are 
required to reinstate the land as a condition by Hertfordshire County Council when their 
current planning application was agreed. 

County Councillor David Barnard also explained that both Hertfordshire County Council and 
NHDC had objected to the proposal for a change in the noise conditions for the expansion of 
Luton airport. 

District Councillor David Barnard informed the Parish Council that because of changes in the 
rules, the next draft of the Local Plan would not be available until next summer.  

District Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that there is going to be some re-
organisation at NHDC and that the area committees may cease, if this is passed at the 2016 
AGM. District Councillor Barnard will make representations against this as the area budgets 
will go too and he does not want rural communities to be further disadvantaged.  

District Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that there has recently been a spate 
of burglaries in other villages and urges everyone to ensure that their properties and garden 
sheds are secure. The Clerk will put a note in the next newsletter about this. 

The Southern Rural meeting followed by Christmas drinks is being held on Thursday 3 
December and all Parish Councillors are invited. 

Action: The Clerk to put a note in the newsletter about burglaries. 

8) Planning Applications 
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8.1: 3 Crunnells Green: Conditional permission has been granted.  It is noted that one of the 
conditions is that no construction materials can be delivered to the site during the Primary 
School drop off and collection times, between 8.15am and 9.15am and between 3.00pm and 
4.00pm. The Clerk will inform Preston Primary School about this. Other conditions concern 
safe access on to the highway from the property. 

8.2: Vicar’s Grove: This application was rejected. 

8.3: Land East of Copthorne: There are no details available as yet on this scoping 
application. 

8.4: Pencroft: Revised plans have been submitted but the Parish Council has not been 
consulted. The meeting was informed that the neighbours are happy with the revised plans 
but are still of the opinion that the boundary is incorrect. It was agreed that the Clerk would 
discuss this application with the Planning Officer and update the Parish Council accordingly. 

Acton: The Clerk to inform Preston Primary School about deliveries to 3 Crunnells 
Green. 
Action: The Clerk to contact the Planning Officer about the revised plans for Pencroft. 

9) Cricket Club Representation 

Parish Councillor Burleigh updated the meeting on various items on behalf of the cricket 
Club. 

9.1: The new nets will be installed by the end of the month with a winter discount. The cost 
will be £28000 plus VAT, using the grant of £25000 from the Valiant Trust with the Cricket 
Club paying the difference. The new nets are designed to last for 10 years and the contract 
includes annual maintenance 

9.2: The Cricket Club are currently obtaining quotes for a new fully electronic wi-fi 
controlled scoreboard as the  old scorebox is rotten and needs to be replaced. The new 
scoreboard will be sighted in the same place. A smaller “repeater” board will be mounted on 
the pavilion for spectators seated there. The estimated cost is £5000-£6000, which the club 
would hope to raise with contributions from Vice Presidents  or from grants. County 
Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that his locality budget would consider an 
application and the Clerk will send details of grant opportunities to Parish Councillor 
Burleigh. 

9.3: The Cricket Club are looking into installing a lean-to shelter in the compound to protect 
gang-mowers and other equipment which are currently exposed to the elements. 

9.4: District Councillor Barnard informed the meeting that both the score board and the lean-
to would probably require planning permission and that he would liaise with Parish 
Councillor Burleigh on this matter. 
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9.5: The Cricket Club are considering re-decorating the inside of the pavilion: kitchen and 
dining area, changing rooms and bathrooms.  Internal maintenance is shared between the 
Cricket Club and the Parish Council but the Parish Council must agree the cost before any 
work is undertaken. 

9.6: The Cricket Club are of the view that more trees on the road side need pollarding and the 
chestnut in the corner directly opposite the main gate will need cutting back soon as it is 
over-hanging neighbouring properties. The club will draw up a schedule of what needs doing 
and the Clerk will find out who owns the trees. 

9.7: Paul Constantinidi will make a regular weekly check on the pavilion throughout the 
winter and will ensure the heating comes on at a low level when appropriate. As requested 
last winter, one bench has been left out on the Recreation Ground for the convenience of 
villagers. 

9.8: The Clerk reported that the Cricket Club have no problems with access through the 
Recreation Ground for a marquee for a wedding next summer. Councillor Clark will let the 
residents know. 

Action: The Clerk to provide details of grant opportunities to Councillor Burleigh 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to liaise with District Councillor David Barnard about 
planning applications. 
Action: The Clerk will establish who owns the trees on the road side of the Recreation 
Ground. 
Action: Councillor Clark to inform the residents that they can have access through the 
Recreation Ground for a marquee. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1: Parish Councillor Day reported that the missing cover on Butchers Lane has been 
replaced by Affinity Water. She had no further update on any other items. 

10.2: Weight Limits: The Clerk reported that Preston wasn’t covered by the Hitchin Urban 
Transport Plan under which weight limits is covered.  She has been informed that it would be 
difficult to justify the implementation of a weight restriction in Preston because the majority 
of the HGVs have genuine business and would not be prosecuted under a weight limit 
prohibition. During the past 12 years the police have not received any HGV related 
complaints at Preston.  

The only way the Parish Council could do anything would be to ask for a feasibility study to 
be undertaken using the Highways Locality budget but there would be no guarantee that a 
weight limit would be put into place. In addition, Highways Locality funds have been 
requested for other projects.  

The Parish Council decided that they would not pursue this matter further, especially as the 
Vicar’s Grove application has been refused. 
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11) Affordable Housing 

 HCHA still have the last two properties available and unfortunately have little interest.  The 
Homes and Community Agency rejected the recent revised proposals so HCHA are now 
looking at alternatives. They are looking to convert the properties to rent but that has to go to 
their board meeting and also to HCA for approval. If this was to go through, people who meet 
the local criteria will be in a good position.  

The properties are still valued at £350,000. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark had nothing to report. 

13) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing to report. 

14) Clerk’s Report 

14.1: Transparency Code: The introduction to the Transparency Code and the Location of 
public land and building assets were agreed.  The Clerk will arrange for everything to go on 
the village website.  

14.2: Village Boundary:  An email reply to our letter about the village boundary was 
received from Richard Kelly shortly before he left NHDC. He explained his reasons for 
wishing to amend the 2007 proposed village boundary in the Local Plan. The Parish Council 
still do not find this acceptable and were advised by District Councillor David Barnard to 
write to Chris Carter, Senior Planning Officer at NHDC, and ask if the 2007 proposed 
boundary can be formalised. District Councillor Barnard will support the Parish Council on 
this issue. 

14.3: Luton Local Plan: It was decided that the Parish Council would not submit a response 
as to whether the strategy and the policies of the Luton Local Plan complies with the National 
Planning Policy Framework’s soundness tests and legal requirements.  In addition, they will 
not comment on the Sustainability Appraisal of the plan.  

14.4: Community Book Swap: So far, Preston Trust haven’t got any volunteers from their 
committee to run the book swap but the Chair will ask again at their meeting on Thursday 12 
November. If they still don’t get anyone, the Clerk will email to see if anyone from the 
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community will take it on. The clerk has ordered the books so that we don’t miss out. If 
necessary we can return them. 

The Primary School Head and Governors have agreed to the use of the community room 
fortnightly on Saturday mornings but are unable to store the books.  

It was decided that we would recruit volunteers before looking into the logistics of a venue 
and storage of the books. 

Action: The Clerk to arrange for the Transparency Code documents to be put on the 
village website. 
Action: The Clerk to draft a letter to Christ Carter about the village boundary. 
Action: The Clerk to try to find volunteers to run the Community Book Swap if Preston 
Trust are unable to do so. 

15:  Treasurer’s Report 
   
Community Account       

Balance as at: 15 September 2015                          £15835.00  
  
Payments made:     
 Date     Recipient     £ 
  

    
 14/10/2015 101057 M Rainbow      192.00   
 14/10/2015 101058 NHDC (Bins)       95.16    
 29/09/2015 101056 K Isaaks (wheelie bin stickers)  115.00 

04/11/15          101059 St Martins Church(grass cutting)  282.00  
    
             £684.16 
      
Balance as at: 4 November 2015                 £15151.19 
  
     
Business Saver Account      
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Balance as at: 4 November 2015                       £13,156.55  
    
15.2: The Treasurer informed the meeting that he had received the letter from NHDC about 
the precept which has to be submitted by 22 January 2016. It was agreed that this would 
remain the same as this financial year which is £6360. It was noted that the precept for 
2015-16 was reduced by £1000. The 2014-15 precept was £7360. The Treasurer will send this 
information to NHDC. 

Action: The Treasurer to send the precept information to NHDC. 

  
16. Any Other Business:  

16.1: Councillor Clark reported that the rope bridge, now 15 years old, in the Millennium 
playground was rusty and damaged. The Clerk will contact Andrew Bunker who installed the 
new equipment last year and ask for a quote to repair it. 

16.2:  Councillor Drew reported that he had received six responses to his note to residents 
about broadband. Three were complimentary and three were complaints. He is working with 
local directors of BT to try to resolve the issues. The Chair of BT Openreach is planning to 
come to Preston with a reporter to publicise how we got our broadband but this meeting is yet 
to take place. 

Action: The Clerk to arrange for the rope bridge to be repaired. 

17)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 16 December at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.10 p.m
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