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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 2 November 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillors Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer  
  County Councillor David Barnard 
  Jackie Barker 

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from District Councillor Faye Frost 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest.  

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.4.5.3: NHDC fence: Councillor Diane Day reported that the total cost of the planting along 
the fence was £3067.90 and we had been asked to contribute £1300. The fence is about 100 
metres in length. It was agreed that we would ask NHDC to go ahead as soon as possible, 
contributing as requested.  

District Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that he would contribute £500 from 
his Locality Budget to this cost. He asked Councillor Diane Day to supply the details so that 
he could discuss the work with Mr Charlton and ask if it could be undertaken soon as this is 
the best time for planting.  

Councillor Diane Day also reported that Mr Charlton will find out why the grass in the field 
hasn’t been cut. 
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4.4.7: Ash tree in Back Lane: The Clerk reported that the Ash tree belongs to Pilkingtons. 
The Clerk has written to them to ask them to do the work. They have replied to say that they 
will double check the location of the trees with their estate foreman and ask Maydencroft to 
quote accordingly. They are undertaking tree works across the estate over winter so intend to 
add this to the list.  

4.10.5: Councillor David Drew commented on how well the potholes had been filled in. 

4.14.4: Philip Wray will put Mary Turl’s account on to History section of village website. We 
are awaiting photos from her daughter who is unwell at present. It was suggested that Roz 
Welch might have some photographs in the meantime. 

4.4.16.5: The work on the pond has now been undertaken. There are a large number of 
Ramshorn snails in the pond. 

Action: Councillor Diane Day to supply details of the planting to County Councillor 
David Barnard so that he can help to progress this. 
Action: The Clerk to contact Roz Welch for photographs of Mary Turl. 

5.  Comments from the public 

Jackie Barker attended the meeting to express her concern about aircraft noise. She thinks that 
there has recently been an increased level of noise and that the flight path has changed which 
means planes are flying closer to Preston. She said other people had commented to her on 
aircraft noise, although no-one else has contacted the Parish Council. It was agreed that Jackie 
would put a note in the next newsletter explaining how people can complain about aircraft 
noise 

Action: Jackie Barker to put a note in the newsletter about aircraft noise and how to 
complain about it. 

6. Police Update 

There was no crime in Preston in July or August. 

7 County and District Update 

County Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that interviews are being held next 
week to replace Jason Bown who was our Highways Locality Officer. This will now be a full 
time position instead of three days a week. 

County Councillor Barnard also informed the meeting about the rail consultation currently 
being held. In 2018 there should be longer, new and more frequent trains going through 
Hitchin and on to Gatwick Airport and Brighton. 
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Hitchin Town Hall is now up and running and the museum will be opening shortly. 

The Southern Rural Christmas meeting will be held on Thursday 1 December in Hitchin 
Town Hall. All Parish Councillors are welcome to attend. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: Conditional Planning permission has been granted for the telephone mast at Preston 
Reservoir. 

8.2: The Red Lion: The Parish Council supported the Red Lion’s application for Planning 
Permission and Listed Building Consent for single storey rear and side extensions. They noted 
that there was an inaccurate statement in the Design and Access Statement. Neither the Parish 
Council nor the village had been consulted prior to receiving the application for an extension, 
new kitchen and toilets and extension to the car park. 

8.3: The Red Lion External staircase: It was agreed that the Parish Council would support 
this application. 

9)  Cricket Club Representation 

Councillor Matt Burleigh reported that the Cricket Club Management Committee were 
meeting next week and would discuss the work required in the pavilion. 

He also reported that he had eventually been able to cancel the bin emptying for the winter 
and now had the correct contact details for re-starting it next season. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1: Footway to school: Councillor Diane Day reported that Ringway had completed the 
work on the footway between The Green and the Primary School and had done it very well. 
The path has been raised to cover the tree roots. 

10.2: Frogmore Bottom: This work has now been completed. 

10.3: Charlton Hill: Work on the gullies on Charlton Hill is still outstanding. 

10.4: New Footway: The Clerk reported that Highways Locality have now asked the designer 
to revise the drawing to show the re-routed footway across the grass area to terminate with 
dropped kerbs opposite the bus stop and removing the additional footway round the wall of 
Preston House. The kerbs across the road, at the bus stop, will be dropped and adjusted to suit 
this footway link. They have agreed not to re-surface the footway near the well. 

Councillor Diane Day and the Clerk monitored where people walked to confirm that the 
footway was in the correct place. 



DR
AF
T

We have asked for materials more suitable to the conservation area to be used and Highways 
Locality is looking into this. Although more expensive, we hope that the savings from 
shortening the footway can be used towards the cost. They have agreed with David Barnard 
that if there was a necessity to “top up” the cost in order to attain a favourable surface, they 
would search for appropriate funding. County Councillor David Barnard has agreed that the 
designation and nature of the project will be according to the Parish Council’s aspirations.  

The Clerk will update Brian Waters and Malcolm Blaza on this matter. 

10.5: Church Lane Traffic Survey: The Clerk reported that she and Councillor Diane Day 
had undertaken a traffic survey with the following results: 

Monday 10 October: 8.04. – 8.54 a.m: From Ley Green: 123 vehicles 
   Towards Ley Green: 120 vehicles 

Tuesday 11 October: 3.00 – 4.15 p.m: From Ley Green: 60 vehicles 
  Towards Ley Green: 83 vehicles 

Tuesday 18 October: 4.35 – 6.05p.m: From Ley Green: 189 
Towards Ley Green: 126 

It was noted that this information would be relevant when responding to the East of Luton 
section of the Local Plan. 

10.6: HIT squad: Councillor Diane Day reported that the HIT squad had spent two days in 
the village on various works and that we were impressed with what they had done. 

10.7:  Councillor Diane Day has emailled Trevor Ward, our Ringway representative to thank 
him for the work that has been undertaken recently noting the quality. 

10.8: Councillor Diane Day has contacted NHDC about street signs which need to be 
replaced. 

10.9: Councillor Diane Day reminded Parish Councillors that potholes need to be reported in 
order for them to be filled in. 

Action: The Clerk to update Brian Waters and Malcolm Blaza about the footway. 

11) Local Plan: 

The Chairman briefly explained the process of responding to the Local Plan and the Clerk had 
circulated information on issues affecting Preston. It was noted that we should support as well 
as object and that we have to start from the point of view that the plan is sound and legal. If 
we object we have to explain why the plan is not justified and provide alternatives. It was also 
noted that it would be impossible for the allocated number of houses to be constructed in 
North Hertfordshire within the 15 year time frame of the local plan. 
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Site PR1 is 21 houses in the field off Templars Lane. Looking at the policies of the Local Plan 
it was decided that we had no grounds for saying that this site was unsound and we had no 
alternative location to put forward. It was agreed that we would support this site, bearing in 
mind that there is a need for suitable housing for younger people in the Parish. It also seems 
fair that Preston should have some allocation towards the national housing need. 

If a developer should wish to build these houses, the normal planning process would have to 
be followed and the Parish Council and local residents could respond appropriately. It is noted 
that 21 is the maximum number of houses allocated to the site but it could be less and 35% 
should be affordable. 

There is no justification in objecting to the village boundary so it will become the one 
proposed in the Local Plan. This puts the two green spaces left in the village within the 
boundary. It was noted that the Neighbourhood Plan could have suggestions for these green 
spaces which would have to be adhered to by NHDC in future. This means that a mix of 
housing could be suggested for the field off Templars Lane to meet the needs of local people. 

The Parish Council will respond to the East of Luton sites with objections which can be 
justified and for which there are alternative sites. The Brushwood site to the West of Luton 
has capacity for 5500 dwellings.  
The Clerk informed the meeting that District Councillor David Barnard had provided 
information that neither Hertfordshire County Council nor North Hertfordshire District 
Council were prepared to invest in infrastructure for the East of Luton site, although Luton 
has assumed that this would happen. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a response to East of Luton for comments by the 
Parish Council before uploading it on to the Local Plan representations website. We would not 
respond to any other aspect of the Local Plan. It was also agreed that the Clerk would prepare 
a list of points to help residents respond and this would be emailled to everyone, not just those 
who had requested it. 

The meeting was informed that third hearings of Luton’s Local Plan are being held Tuesday 6 
and Wednesday 7 December and Tuesday 10 January to Friday 13 January. County Councillor 
David Barnard has asked to address the Inspector to present his points on the East of Luton 
sites. 

Action: The Clerk to circulate the draft submission on East of Luton 
Action: The Clerk to compile a list of points to circulate to residents to help them 
respond to the Local Plan. 

12) Neighbourhood Plan 

Councillor Diane Day reported that the minutes have been circulated and reminded Parish 
Councillors about the drop in session on Saturday. The website has been viewed by most 
Parish Councillors. The questionnaire is in hand but has yet to be finalised. The Steering 
Group are waiting for a quote for analysis of the questionnaire. This is the same person who 
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did this for both Pirton and St Ippolyts. Once this has been received, along with a quote for 
printing costs, the Steering Group will apply for a grant. 

13) Parish Paths Partnership 

The bill for the kissing gate into Wain Wood has not yet been received from Tom Goldsmith. 

Dog Fouling in Wain Wood has been noted. Councillor Jane Clark will check that the dog 
bins are being emptied regularly. 

14) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman suggested that we should have guidelines for benches and that perhaps only 
memorial benches for people who have lived in the village should be installed at The Green. 
Any other benches could usefully be installed in other parts of the village. This was agreed by 
the Parish Council. 

He noted that Preston Trust have recently had the very useful local walk leaflet re-printed 
with copies available in the Red Lion. He suggested some are put in the open side of the 
notice board for visiting walkers. 

15) Clerk’s Report 

15.1: Phone Box 

The Clerk reported that the phone was fixed very quickly when she reported that the line was 
dead and it has taken emergency calls since the end of September. 

The Clerk has spoken to NHDC regarding the phone box and it is not within their remit to 
help us lobby BT to paint and refurbish the phone box. The Clerk has also spoken to Historic 
England and the SLCC and both gave the same message. It was decided that the Clerk would 
write formally to BT asking them to paint and refurbish this listed building kiosk. The letter 
would be copied to District and County Councillors and Peter Lilley, our MP.  

As Preston Trust has previously discussed painting the box and their latest minutes suggest 
organising a working party to spruce it up, the Clerk will contact them to tell them what the 
Parish Council plan is in case they prefer to delay their working party until we hear from BT. 

15.2: Luton Airport Mass Passenger Transit System Consultation: It was agreed that the 
Parish Council would respond to the consultation and support this initiative. 
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15.3: The Clerk reported that linked to the Transparency rules which we have to comply with, 
there is a grant available from the Government via Hertfordshire Association of Parish and 
Town Councils to buy a laptop, printer/scanner and software so that the Parish Council has its 
own equipment. It was agreed that the Clerk should apply for this grant and if we didn’t get 
the full amount the Parish Council would pay the difference. 

The laptop would be used solely for Parish Council business and the equipment would be 
handed over to the Clerk’s successor or to whoever might take over should she be ill.  

15.4: Winter Salt: We do not need to order any this year. 

15.5: Graveyard Survey: This is being organised by Society of Local Council Clerks as 
there is a shortage of burial spaces throughout the country. The Clerk will liaise with the 
Church Warden and submit the survey. The information suggests that burial spaces could be 
included in Neighbourhood Plans as they are not included in the NPPF. Councillor Diane Day 
will discuss this with the Steering Group. 

Action: The Clerk to write to BT about the phone box 
Action: The Clerk to inform Preston Trust of what the Parish Council are doing about 
the phone box. 
Action: The Clerk to respond to the MPT consultation for Luton airport. 
Action: The Clerk to apply for the grant for a laptop and other equipment 
Action: The Clerk to contact the Church Warden about burial spaces and respond to the 
graveyard survey. 
Action: Councillor Diane Day to discuss burial spaces with the Steering Group. 

16) Treasurer’s Report 
  
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 2nd November 2016   
  
Community Account        
     
Balance as at: 14th September 2016           £13,159.83  
     
Payments authorised at meeting:     
     
Date                         Recipient     
19th October 2016 Aquatic Plant Solutions (pond maintenance)    £400.00 
2nd November 2016 McMillan Cancer Support (litter picking)   £120.00  
2nd November 2016 St Martins Church (grass cutting)     £345.60 
2nd November 2016 M Trinder (planning seminar)                  £50.00 
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2nd November 2016 M Rainbow (grass cutting)                £168.00 
             
                   £1,083.60 
  
Monies received:     
     
Date                         From    
12th September 2016 NHDC (second precept payment)                     £3,180.00 
  
     
Balance as at: 2nd November 2016                                              £15,256.23  
     
     
Business Premium Account     
     
Balance as at: 2nd November 2016                                            £13,163.11  
     
   Total bank balances                                                        £28,419.34  
     
     
Funds Balances     
     
General Fund            £17,511.92  
Neighbourhood Plan 2016 Provision:  £250.00          £107.42  
Pond Maintenance                                                                     £800.00  
Recreation Ground Fund                                                     £10,000.00  
     
                                                                                         £28,419.34 

16.1: The Treasurer reported that Barclays have now started an Everyday Banking Team for 
Parish Councils which includes mobile banking so he will be able to receive daily updates on 
his mobile phone. 

16.2: The Treasurer reported that NHDC will have a funding reduction of 23% for 2017 – 
2018. In addition the external auditors BDO again queried the large bank balance in the audit.  
A significant part of the increased balance is due to success over recent times in securing 
grants towards several expenditures.  It was decided that the precept would be reduced to 
£5600 for 2017 – 2018 to help to reduce the bank balance. This will benefit all local residents 
with a reduction in their council tax. 

Action: The Treasurer to submit the precept amount to NHDC. 

17) Any Other Business:  

Councillor Pam Stark reported that Mr Rainbow had informed her that he retired at the end of 
October. He has asked if Ricky Golding could tender for the grass cutting. This was agreed 
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and will be done as soon as Mr Rainbow is well enough to show him round the Parish. It was 
also agreed that the Treasurer would ask Greenwood Contracting to quote too. 

Action: The Treasurer to contact Greenwood Contracting for a quote for grass cutting 
next year. 

18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Tuesday 13 December at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.30 p.m


