
DR
AF
T

  PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Tuesday 15 September 2015 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillor Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chair) 
  Mrs P Stark 

      Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer, County Councillor David 
Barnard 

1) Apologies 

Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Matt Burleigh, District Councillor Faye 
Frost, District Councillor Clare Strong and Paul Constantinidi 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest. 

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 
  
4.15: Tim Justham has agreed to putting Parish Council consultation responses on the village 
website. It was agreed that we would put the three responses to the Local Plan and the Vicar’s 
Grove response on, then add responses as and when they have been submitted. 

4.4.5: Pond: Work to release the pipes has been undertaken as agreed at the last meeting at a 
cost of £192. Ian Menzies has advised that the Parish Council should consider opening the 
overflow and readjusting the height to suit, essentially stopping the water from sitting on the 
road when everything is open and running freely.  He believes this installation would be 
fairly straightforward if a standard soil pipe was used.  It was noted that this would only help 
when the pond is high so it is necessary to consider whether the cost is justified. 

The Clerk will ask for a quote for this work and will also ask where in the pond the current 
pipe is and where it flows out to and where the new pipe would go and where it would flow 
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out to. With a cost and these questions answered, the Parish Council should be able to make a 
decision at the next meeting as to whether to have this work undertaken.  

4.4.10.1: Councillor Drew reported that the problem with the BT cabinet seems to be the 
quality of the line into the box and it is not clear whether it is the line from Hitchin or the line 
between the two boxes. He is continuing to work with BT to try to resolve the issue which is 
a serious problem for local residents. 

Action: The Clerk to find out more details about the proposed work on the pond. 

5) Comments from the public 

There were no comments from the public. 

6) Police Update 

There was no crime in Preston in June, one vehicle crime in July and no issues were raised in 
the Back Lane Street Meet.  

Speed Monitoring: The Clerk has been informed that speed monitoring cannot take place on 
Chequers Lane and Butchers Lane because neither has a suitable installation location for this 
equipment so the police are unable to collect any data. 

Additional Signs: The Clerk and Councillor Day have met Derek Jerrard and Jason Bown. 
Jason Bown will look into putting in an additional 30mph repeater sign on Butchers Lane and 
one other: either pedestrians, horses or bend in road. He will contact us before installing 
anything. Additional signs can’t be put up in Templars Lane or Castlefield because it is a cul 
de sac. 

Wheelie Bin Stickers: The cost and types of wheelie bin stickers were discussed and it was 
agreed to buy two for each household in the main village. Church Lane and School Lane will 
have: The speed limit is 30mph in our village and Back Lane, Butchers Lane and Chequers 
Lane will have: 20mph sign with 20 is plenty above, please drive carefully underneath.  

The Clerk will organise the purchase and distribution of these with a covering letter to 
residents asking for their co-operation. 

Action: The Clerk will order and distribute wheelie bin stckers. 

7) County and District Update 

County Councillor David Barnard reported that when planning permission was granted for 
the Luton airport expansion a noise condition was imposed. The airport is now applying to 
have it relaxed and it is being opposed by both Hertfordshire County Council and NHDC. 

!  2

 



DR
AF
T

Councillor Barnard reported that responses to the draft Local Plan were being collated and it 
was anticipated that the next draft would be available for consultation in February. NHDC are 
currently recruiting for a new Strategic Planning Manager. 

County Councillor Barnard reported that Parishes had various ideas of how to address access 
to library books when the mobile libraries ceased.  

County Councillor Barnard informed the Parish Council that the Vicar’s Grove application 
would be decided by committee next week.  
County Councillor Barnard’s locality budget has donated £1000 towards new windows at 
Preston Primary School. 

The Southern Rural meeting will be held on Thursday 3 December at Codicote Sports centre. 
All Parish Councillors are invited. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1:  Ladgygrove Lodge: Conditional listed building consent has been granted. 

8.2: The Cedars: Conditional planning consent has been granted. 

8.3: West Green: Conditional planning consent has been granted. 

8.4: PHC solar panels: Conditional planning consent has been granted. 

8.6: Sootfield Green: The residents of Sootfield Green have appealed against the decision 
to refuse permission for change of use on their barn to convert it into a dwelling. The Parish 
Council had nothing further to add to their original comments. 

8.7: Pencroft: The Parish Council had a number of concerns about this application and it was 
decided that the Clerk would speak to the Planning Officer about these before drafting a 
response and circulating it for approval. Concerns raised by the neighbours were also noted.  

Action: The Clerk to speak to the Planning Officer and draft a response from the Parish 
Council. 

9) Cricket Club Representation 

9.1: Gift for nets from Valiant Trust: The Cricket Club has received a donation from 
Wilmot Dixon’s Valiant Trust towards the cost of installing new nets. They are planning to 
have this work undertaken soon as they will be able to get a discount for having it done in 
Autumn rather than Spring. 
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9.2: Path on to Recreation Ground: The Clerk has been informed by the Cricket Club that 
Pilkingtons are likely to close the path which leads on to the Recreation Ground from their 
land as it is not a designated footpath.  

9.3: Access: Some residents of Chequers Lane have asked if they could have access through 
the Recreation Ground to the back of their property for a marquee to be erected in their 
garden on a Saturday next summer for a wedding.. They would also like access for some 
porta-loos which they would like to remain in the Recreation Ground next to their boundary, 
at the side of the score box. It was noted that there would probably be a cricket match going 
on. 

The Parish Council agreed that they were happy for this to go ahead, subject to agreement 
with the Cricket Club. However, the residents would have to make good any damage which 
might occur due to the state of the ground at the time vehicles go in and out of the Recreation 
Ground. The Clerk will liaise with the Cricket Club on this matter. 

Action: The Clerk to contact the Cricket Club about access through the Recreation 
Ground. 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1:  Highways Liaison: Councillor Day has agreed to take on this role. She and the Clerk 
met Highways on Friday and had a very productive meeting. 

10.2: Chevrons: David Barnard has agreed to chevron signs in Hitchin Road, funded from 
his 2015-16 budget.  Jason Bown will be in touch shortly to check that the Parish Council is 
happy with the proposed signs and locations before they’re ordered. 

10.3: School Lane Footway:  David Barnard has also agreed to fund the School Lane 
footway surfacing from his 2016-17 budget.  This should take place relatively early next 
financial year. The order has already been placed with the specialist Footway Surfacing 
Contractor.   

10.4: Charlton Road:  This will go ahead in the next financial year. The application for a 
road closure has already gone in.  There is work in Charlton too so everything will be done 
together, including the gulleys on the hill and the hump in the middle of the road as well as 
digging out the ditches at Sootfield Green.   

10.5: The path from The Green to the Primary School: This will be investigated as the 
tarmac is breaking up. 

10.6: Butchers Lane: Some of the gulleys are being blocked up by straw from farm vehicles. 
This needs to be swept down the hill so it will be washed away with rain water. 

10.7: Stop Valve Cover: Councillor Day has reported a missing stop valve cover outside 
Langcliffe on Butchers Lane. 
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10.8: Fault Reporting: Councillor Day reminded everyone about the fault reporting system 
on Hertfordshire County Council’s website. 

10.9: Castlefield: Jason Bown will look into whether the entry section from Chequers Lane 
into Templars Lane and Castlefield can be re-surfaced, subject to ownership, but it will be 
low priority.  

10.10: Parish Plan: In March Councillor Day will meet Highways to agree the Parish Plan 
for work to be undertaken in 2016 – 17. 

10.11: Weight Limits: The Clerk has received information on weight limits from 
Hertfordshire County Council which was explained to the Parish Council. We have asked for 
weight restrictions to be put on Church Lane and School Lane. The Clerk has not heard 
anything further but will continue to pursue this issue. 

11) Affordable Housing 

Two properties have still not been allocated. HCHA has informed the Clerk that they are 
looking at an alternative option to find occupants for these two properties which is to convert 
them to an 'equity share' product.  This would mean purchasers acquired a stake in the 
property and paid rent on the remaining equity which would be capped at 80% of the 
property value.  The remaining 20% would be provided on a rent free basis for 5 years and at 
the end of this period the purchaser would have the option of either purchasing the additional 
stake, at the market value of that time, or starting to pay rent on this element.  Based on the 
current values of these properties there would be a saving to the purchaser in the region of 
£150-250 per month for the first five years depending upon the share they purchased.  

The original criteria still apply and occupants will only be able to own 80% of the property. 
HCHA hope that this might enable them to find applicants who meet the local connection 
criteria. 
  
This conversion is subject to the HCA ( Homes and Communities Agency) approving the 
change. HCHA will apply this week but a response from HCA will take some time.  In the 
meantime they will be contacting those who initially expressed an interest in the scheme to 
establish whether this would make the homes more accessible to them. 

The Clerk and HCHA will liaise on an entry for the next village newsletter and HCHAwill re-
advertise the properties in the media. 

Councillor Day asked if the prices of the properties will be re-valued. The Clerk will find out 
from HCHA. 
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A fence and gate has been installed at the entrance to the field. 

The Clerk has written to occupants welcoming them to the village. She will find out if they 
have received a Welcome to Preston booklet. 

Action: The Clerk to ask HCHA if the properties are going to be re-valued. 
Action: The Clerk to liaise with HCHA on an entry for the newsletter. 
Action: The Clerk to find out if new residents have received the Welcome to Preston 
leaflet. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

12.1: Councillor Clark will take on Parish Paths Partnership. 

12.2: Councillor Clark reported that work as outlined in this year’s P3 has been completed 
and paid for. It involved the replacement of 4 signs and one post, all located round the 
village. Additional work instigated by Tom Goldsmith has also been undertaken and the 
monies transferred to him. The completed P3 will be signed off by David Keast this week and 
submitted to Groundworks Hertfordshire. They will be advised that Councillor Clark is 
taking over. 

13) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that, although we had been informed that there would only be a bus 
service in term time, the online timetable indicates that the service is daily. The Clerk will 
inform local residents of this change. 

Action: The Clerk to inform local residents about the revised bus timetable. 

14) Clerk’s Report 

14.1: Transparency Code: The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the Transparency 
Code is new and we should comply as soon as possible. It is for smaller authorities with an 
annual turnover of less than £25000 and we fall into this category. The information has to be 
online and Tim Justham has agreed that this can be added to the Parish Council section of the 
village website. It has to be updated annually by 1 July. 

The Clerk distributed a list of what is required. Most of the information is already available 
but we need to compile a list of public land and building assets which the Clerk will draft and 
circulate.  
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14.2: Community book swap to replace mobile library: The Library Service will issue 
packs of books to villages who want to organise a community book swap to replace the 
mobile library. Preston Trust is considering whether to take this on and will notify the Clerk 
of their decision before the end of the month. Although the village hall had been considered 
as a venue for this, it was suggested that the Community Room at the Primary School would 
be a better option. Councillor Clark will have an initial discussion with the Head Teacher 
about this and if she is agreeable to having the scheme in school, Councillor Clark will 
inform the Chair of Preston Trust so that he can discuss the details with the Primary School. 

14.3:  Eucalyptus trees: While acknowledging that the Parish Council have done all they 
can, the residents of 19 Chequers Lane  have written to Hertfordshire Highways and the asset 
manager at Hertfordshire County Council about the Eucalyptus trees which they would like 
to be felled. The Clerk understands that the Council will only remove trees which are dead, 
damaged or diseased whether they are indigenous or not. 

14.4:  Salt for winter: It was decided that we would order 34 x 25kg bags of salt to be 
delivered to Castle Farm. 

Action: The Clerk to complete the requirements for the Transparency Code and 
arrange for it to be posted on the village website. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Clark to liaise with Preston Trust on establishing a 
Community book Swap 
Action: The Clerk to order the winter salt. 

15:  Treasurer’s Report 
   
Community Account       

Balance as at: 3rd June 2015         £11,751.00  
  
Payments made:     
 Date     Recipient     £ 
  

22/06/2015   N/ABank Charge      £1.00   
 29/06/2015 101045 Herts County Council     603.00   
 30/06/2015 101046 M Rainbow      163.00   
 27/07/2015 101047 NHDC (Licence payment)   100.00   
 11/08/2015 101048 M Rainbow      134.00   
 11/08/2015 101049 NHDC (Bins)        95.16   
 11/08/2015 101050 Morris Gordon     396.48   
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 12/08/2015 101051 Affinity Water        86.48   
 28/08/2015 101052 E.On       180.26   
 28/08/2015 101053 Imas      192.00   
              £1,951.38  
    
Monies received:  

From   Relating to   
    
 HRMC   VAT/Duty refund              2,917.43   
    Licences re access to Cricket field                  7.00   
    Tombola at Village Day               203.00   
            £3,127.43  
      
Balance as at: 15th Sept 2015                 £12,927.05  
      
Business Saver Account      
      
Balance as at: 15th Sept 2015                       £13,154.91  
      
   
15.1: The Treasurer reported that BDO had audited the accounts which have been approved 
and returned to us. There was one outstanding item because the new play equipment in 
Church Meadow had not been added to the assets list. This has now been rectified but it has 
incurred a charge of £30 to BDO.  
  
16. Any Other Business:  

Councillor Stark informed the meeting that she thought the area between the pond and the 
PHC fence was very overgrown and needed attention. It was agreed that Councillor Clark 
would look at this with a view to strimming or pruning it. 

Action: Councillor Clark to assess the overgrown area at the pond. 

17)  Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 4 November at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.30 p.m
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