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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 14 September 2016 at 8 p.m. 

Present Councillors Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mrs D Day 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Clerk) 

In Attendance Mark Higgin, Treasurer  
    

1) Apologies 

Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor David Barnard and District 
Councillor Faye Frost 

2) Declarations of Interest  

There were no declarations of interest.  

3) Minutes of previous Meeting 

These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

4) Matters arising 

4.4.5.3: NHDC fence: Councillor Clark has received a generic quote of £7 per metre, 
assuming the ground is even, from Maydencroft for planting a hedge along the NHDC fence. 
It was agreed that she would now ask for a detailed quotation so that this can be compared to 
the amount we are being requested to contribute if NHDC undertakes this work. It was noted 
that whatever form of planting or hedge is installed, there will be on-going maintenance 
issues for the Parish Council. 

4.4.7: The Clerk reported that the residents from Chequers Cottages were not happy with the 
Parish Council response to their email about the way the matter of the width of the Lane had 
been handled. They disagree with the Parish Council’s approach of exploring options before 
consulting residents. The Clerk also reported that another resident from Chequers Cottages 
had emailled about this matter and had sent the same response as was sent to the first people 
and had received nothing further. 
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4.4.7: The Clerk reported that Pilkington’s have now agreed to remove the dead Holly tree. 
The Ash tree they mentioned is in Back Lane and not Butchers Lane. The Clerk and 
Councillor Day are establishing ownership and will then ask the organisation to undertake the 
necessary work on the tree which does not belong to the Parish Council. 

4.4.13: The Clerk reported that all the Castlefield houses are now occupied. 

4.16.5: Councillor Clark has received a quote of £400 to remove the water soldiers, tidy up 
and strim the area around the pond and remove all rubbish. It was agreed that she would 
instruct the company to go ahead with this work. 

Action: Councillor Clark to ask Maydencroft for a detailed quotation for planning along 
the NHDC fence. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Day to deal with the Ash tree on Back Lane. 
Action: Councillor Clark to instruct the company to undertake the work on the pond. 

5.  Comments from the public 

The Clerk reported that some residents have emailled the Parish Council because they 
strongly feel that the risk posed by parked cars for emergency vehicles along The Green needs 
to be addressed. They have been informed by the Clerk that emergency vehicles will always 
gain access. It was noted that construction vehicles are able to pass through this area. The 
Clerk has taken advice from Highways and the only way to restrict parking would be to have 
yellow lines painted along The Green. It was unanimously agreed by the Parish Council that 
these would not be appropriate for the village. The Clerk will inform the residents of this 
decision.  

Action: The Clerk to inform the residents that the Parish Council cannot restrict 
parking. 

6. Police Update 

There was no crime in Preston in May or June 

7 County and District Update 

There was no County and District update. 

8) Planning Applications 

8.1: 3 Crunnells Green: The Parish Council supported this application but had asked for the 
following issues to be addressed: 
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o Access to the building during construction should be from the back using the 
drive at 3 Crunnells Green. This will limit possible damage by large vehicles to 
the verges and foliage on Back Lane and will also prevent the Lane being 
blocked to other traffic while deliveries take place. 

o All construction vehicles should be parked on site and not on Back Lane. 
o Deliveries should not be allowed at peak times for Preston Primary School at 

both the start and end of the school day. We would suggest the ban should be 
between 8.15a.m – 9.15 a.m and 3.00 pm to 4.00p.m. 

Conditional Planning permission has been granted and the above conditions are included, 
apart from construction vehicles not being parked on Back Lane. 

8.2: Ladygrove Mews: Change of surface to car parking spaces: Permission has been 
granted. 

8.3: Electronic Score Board: Planning permission has been granted. 

8.4: Sootfield Green: The High Court re-determined appeal has been dismissed. 

8.5: Phone Mast: The Parish Council will support this application. 

8.6: West of Cockernhoe: The Parish Council will strongly object to this application for 660 
houses. The response to the scoping application of July 2015 will be adapted and will include 
the fact that Luton Councillors and residents are objecting to this application as these houses 
are not required for Luton’s unmet housing need. The Clerk will draft a response and circulate 
it for comment. The Chairman asked for copies of our response to be sent to our District 
Councillors and to Breachwood Green and Offley Parish Councils. 

Action: The Clerk to submit a response to the phone mast planning application. 
Action: The Clerk to draft and circulate a response to the West of Cockernhoe 
application and distribute the final version as detailed above. 

9)  Cricket Club Representation 

The Clerk has established that to replace the water pipe would cost £7905 so suggested that a 
reserve of £10000 is kept for this eventuality. Councillor Burleigh reported that a lot of work 
was required on the pavilion, both inside and out. He will compile a document with 
photographs and quotes to present to the Parish Council. 

The Clerk informed the Parish Council that the Cricket Club pay a 50% contribution to 
general wear and tear to the interior of pavilion, costs to be agreed before any expenditure is 
undertaken. She will bring details of exactly who pays for what on the exterior and the fabric 
of the building to the next meeting. 

Action: Councillor Burleigh to compile a list of work that is required in the pavilion. 
Action: The Clerk to check the details of who pays for what at the pavilion. 
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10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

10.1: Councillor Day and the Clerk had a meeting this afternoon with Trevor Ward who is our 
new Ringway representative. He is local and knows the Parish well and it was a very positive 
meeting. 

10.2: Councillor Day went through the items on the Parish Action Plan and informed the 
Parish Council that the work on Hitchin Road, Gosmore would be undertaken soon. Some 
work has been done on the bank deterioration on Hitchin Road and this is being monitored. 
The flooding on Church Lane is still to be undertaken but the flooding at Frogmore Bottom is 
being done at the present time and could take up to 10 days. 

The ditches on Charlton Road have been dug out and the pipe under the road cleared. If the 
road still floods, the County Council drainage investigation team will become involved. 
Councillor Day has the name of the person to contact. Any work on the gullies on Charlton 
Road would come within the Highways Locality Budget. The footpath between The Green 
and the Primary School is being re-surfaced during half term. 

10.3: Councillor Day reported that there is now a Hertfordshire County Council funded High 
Impact Team which will undertake small works in villages which is easy to set up and doesn’t 
need much equipment. Examples are cutting back vegetation, clearing footways of overgrown 
grass, cleaning moss from benches and litter bins and repairing and cleaning signs. Councillor 
Day will compile a list and will send it to our Ringway representative who will action the 
work. 

10.4: The Clerk will continue to pursue the Speed Indicator Device which is still outstanding. 
This can be in place while we continue to pursue the reduction of the speed limit to 20mph in 
the village. 

10.5: Councillor Drew asked about potholes and Councillor Day reminded everyone that 
potholes must be reported on that section of the Hertfordshire County Council website. The 
more a pothole is reported, the more likely it is to be filled in. 

10.6: Chequers Lane and Church Lane link: The Clerk reported that although we had 
asked if the road could be drained and the muddy area turfed and left for a while before a 
footway was installed, we had not received a reply. The Clerk has now been informed by 
County Councillor David Barnard that this project cannot be split into two sections. Plans of 
the work, which will cost £28,000, were distributed. County Councillor David Barnard sees 
no justification in cancelling the project and is not prepared to be responsible for any incident 
which occurs because it hasn’t been implemented. Parish Councillors also agreed that they 
wouldn’t want to be held responsible either. 

It was agreed that the Clerk would arrange a meeting with County Councillor Barnard, 
Councillor Day and herself to discuss the project. The Parish Council would like the footway 
to be reduced so that the crossing is near the bus stop only. Crossing near the Chapel involves 
extra footway. Visibility for crossing the road is very poor at this point. Malcom Blaza and 
Brian Waters who are most affected by this project will be invited to the meeting. 
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Action: Councillor Day to compile a list of work for the High Impact Team. 
Action: The Clerk to organise a meeting with County Councillor David Barnard and 
local residents to discuss the footway. 

11) Neighbourhood Plan 

Councillor Day reported that the Neighbourhood Plan website is up and running. The Steering 
Group have a plan for the next 2 years and the draft questionnaire is currently circulating 
within the steering group. The Steering Group is in the process of producing a project plan to 
enable them to apply for a grant. The Treasurer was asked to look into whether the Steering 
Group would be covered by the Parish Council’s Public Liability Insurance. 

Action: The Treasurer to look into Public Liability Insurance for the Steering Group. 

12) Parish Paths Partnership 

Councillor Clark reported that the work at the entrance to the footpath on Butchers Lane had 
been undertaken by Maydencroft at a cost of £408. The Kissing Gate in Wain Wood will be 
replaced on Thursday 6 October. 

13) Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman had nothing further to add. 

14) Clerk’s Report 

14.1: Phone box: The Clerk reported that Brian Waters would like the Parish Council to take 
over the phone box as he hasn’t made any progress with BT.  

The Clerk has had several conversations with BT about the telephone.  

At present (14 September) the phone is taking emergency calls only, although it appears to 
have been set up recently to enable phone calls to be made using a card. The Clerk will 
monitor it over a few days before contacting BT again.  

Note: On 26 September, the Clerk contacted BT as it is not possible to make a call at all now. 
They say this will be rectified. The Clerk will continue to monitor the situation. 
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As regards the state of the kiosk, BT says someone has been out to look at it. In their view 
there is no damage to it and the decision to paint it is taken by the Community Field Officer 
and there is a slight chance that it may be done in 2019 / 2020. As the kiosk is listed, it was 
suggested that NHDC could be asked to support our case for having it repaired, and painted 
by BT. 

14.2: Local Plan: The final version will be agreed by NHDC Cabinet on 27 September, 
followed by a 6 week consultation. It seems likely that Preston issues will remain as in the 
last consultation: the village boundary and 21 houses on the NHDC field. The Clerk will 
email as soon as the consultation opens. 

14.3: There are no rural grants this year. It was noted that County Councillors Locality 
Budgets have been cut by half. 

14.4: Tree Survey: Maydencroft have been in contact to say that we should be having another 
tree survey undertaken as it is 15 months since the last one. This will be considered at the next 
meeting. Trevor Ward is going to supply Councillor Day with a copy of County Council land 
within the Parish. Trees on that land are County Council responsibility. 

14.4: Mary Turl’s daughter thanks the Parish Council for allowing the bench to be installed. 
She has sent an account about being a post lady, written by her mother, and asks if it can be 
published locally. As it is too long for the newsletter, the Clerk will send it to Philip Wray and 
ask if it is appropriate for the history section of the village website. If it isn’t, the Clerk will 
arrange for it to go on the Parish Council section of the village website for a limited period 
and will put a note to this effect in the newsletter. 

14.5: The Village Hall Committee has written to the Parish Council to thank them for paying 
for the leaking water pipes. 

14.6: Doreen Sansom has written to thank the Parish Council for organising the work to the 
footway on School Lane. 

Action: The Clerk to contact BT about the telephone.  
Action: The Clerk to ask NHDC if they can support us in our quest to have the phone 
box repainted. 
Action: The Clerk to inform Maydencroft that another tree survey will be discussed at 
the next meeting. 
Action: The Clerk to organise the publication of Mary Turl’s account of being a post 
lady. 

15) Treasurer’s Report 
  
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 14th September 2016   

Community Account    
     
Balance as at:        19th July 2016      £14,846.22  
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Payments authorised at meeting:     
     
Date    Recipient     

1st August 2016 NHDC (Licence fee - land off  Chequers Lane) £100.00  
1st August 2016 NHDC (Refuse collection)       £97.37   
1st August 2016 CPRE (Planning Course - 2 places)    £100.00   
16th August 2016 E.On (Electricity bill)      £141.96   
19th August 2016 Greenwood Contracting (Grass cutting)     £82.80   
14th September 2016 BDO (Audit fees)       £156.00   
14th September 2016 M Trinder (NP website)       £42.58   
14th September 2016 Maydencroft (footpath work)     £408.00   
14th September 2016 M Rainbow (Grass Cutting)     £168.00   
     
           £1,296.71   
     
Monies received:     
    
Date                  From 
13th September 2016   Herts County Council (Footpath grant)     £330.00   
    
  
Balance as at:   14th September 2016     £13,879.51  
  
  
Business Saver Account     

Balance as at:    14th September 2016     £13,159.83  
    
       Total bank balances  £27,039.34  
Funds Balances     

General Fund          £14,782.14  
Neighbourhood Plan2016 Provision:  £1,250.00            £250.00  
Grass Cutting 2016 Grant       £890.00            £807.20  
Pond Maintenance            £1,200.00  
Recreation Ground Fund         £10,000.00  
     
            £27,039.34  

15.1: The Treasurer reported that queries arising from the audit had been addressed to the 
satisfaction of the auditors.  

15.2: The Treasurer reported that the audit had now been returned and the notice will be put 
on the village notice board which informs residents of how they can see the audit. The papers 
have to be kept for 5 years. 
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15.3: The Clerk has worked out that in the 6 year period from April 2010 to March 2016 the 
Parish Council has received grants to the value of £31792. Details were circulated as well as 
year end balances for comparative purposes. 

15.4: The Treasurer informed the Parish Council that he will suggest that they consider a 
reduction in the precept when this matter is due for discussion. 

16) Any Other Business:  

Councillor Drew reported that the phone line of a local resident has now been restored after 
five and a half months. It was agreed that Councillor Drew would put a note in the newsletter 
asking anyone who had had problems with their land lines to contact him so that the Parish 
Council is aware of how much an issue this is. 

17) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 2 November at 8 p.m 

The meeting closed at 10.15 p.m


