
PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 

        Offley Holes Farm 
        Charlton Road 

Tel: 01462435339                                        Preston                 
Hitchin 

Email: trinderm@btinternet.com                                               Herts
              SG4 
7TD 

Mr Rob Egan 
Spatial Planning and Economy Unit 
CHN216 
County Hall 
Hertford 
SG13 8DN 

Wednesday1 July 2015 
Dear Mr Egan 

Application for proposed development of a new commercial and industrial waste recycling 
facility on this previous landfill site and waste transfer station. The proposal seeks to develop 
the facility to enable the restoration requirements incumbent on the applicant (as current owner 
of the site) as obligated under the current planning permission for the site (ref: 1/2750- 10) at 
Vicars Grove Pit, Thistley Lane, Gosmore, Hertfordshire, SG4 7QU 

Preston Parish Council strongly objects to this application for the following reasons: 

• The site is on Green Belt land. Within national planning policy there is a general 
presumption against inappropriate development which by definition is harmful to the 
Green Belt. In this context, waste management facilities can be considered as 
inappropriate development in the Green Belt. Any proposal for the development of 
waste management facilities within the Green Belt is required to demonstrate very 
special circumstances that outweigh the harm to the Green Belt and any other harm.  
The Parish Council believes that this application fails to demonstrate any special 
circumstances and that this site is not appropriate for industrial development, 
particularly on this large scale.   

• The environmental issues of noise, smell and pollution which would occur are 
contrary to the obligations of Green Belt Policy. 

• This site is not identified in the Hertfordshire Waste Management Strategy and we 
note that this application does not meet the criteria of Policy 6 of that strategy. 

• The site is on a narrow country lane which is totally unsuitable for HGV vehicles. To 
increase the number of vehicle movements per day to 64 is unacceptable to local 
people and unsuitable for the road which is partially single lane. There is very little 
space for two cars to pass each other.  It is not possible for two HGV vehicles to pass 
without major damage to the verges. 

• The road is already in a poor condition due to the number of heavy lorry movements. 
This would be exacerbated if the number was to increase, there would be an even 
greater amount of mud and debris on the carriageway, and a greater safety risk to 
other road users. 

mailto:trinderm@btinternet.com


• HCC Planning Enforcement has earlier written to Preston Parish Council stating that 
the retail sale of recycled materials from the site is outside the scope of the previous 
planning permission, together with the additional HGV movements that such sales 
generate.  We believe all these HGV movements should be included in the total 
number permitted per day. 

• Apart from the traffic increase on what is already a very narrow and dangerous lane, 
the visibility for all traffic pulling out on to the B656 is already a hazard and danger. 

• The application includes road widening measures which would inevitably have a 
detrimental effect on the rural environment. It does not indicate whether land would 
need to be acquired for this. It seems unlikely that the road could be widened without 
using significant additional land which would further erode the landscape. 

• The application states that entry and access to the site is via Little Almshoe Road and 
the B656, which allows access to the A602, A505 and A1M for Hitchin, Letchworth, 
Stevenage and Luton. It also states that the distance from Luton Airport to Vicar’s 
Grove is 7.5 miles. This journey could not possibly be undertaken on the A505 and 
the B656 which is 11.7 miles. This mileage could only be covered by travelling 
through very narrow country lanes through Tea Green, Ley Green and Preston. These 
roads are not suitable for HGV vehicles, especially the predicted numbers which 
would use them on a daily basis. The condition of these lanes would deteriorate very 
quickly, becoming a hazard for other local users. On this particular point, the Parish 
Council feel that the application is not an accurate picture of what would happen in 
reality, if consent should be granted to this application, especially as they are aware 
that HGV lorries already use the route mentioned above as a short cut between Vicar’s 
Grove and Luton  

• The narrow and quiet lanes around Preston and Ley Green are very popular with 
cyclists, horse riders, ramblers and pedestrians, all of whom expect to be able to enjoy 
a tranquil and safe rural environment. They are not appropriate for use by HGVs, 
which would represent a clear danger to the safety of these groups of people.  

• On site, there would be stacked portacabins as offices and a steel clad 13.85m high 
shed for processing equipment. These buildings are too large and out of keeping for 
this rural environment within the green belt. 

• The increased on-site activity for the processing of waste is inappropriate in this 
location. A recycling centre of this size should be in an established industrial area. 

• The stated cost of £3.5 - £6.5 million for restoration seems an excessively high 
amount. A local company has suggested a figure of less than one-tenth of this. 

• The owners of the site have not carried out the primary objective of their 2010 
planning application: restoration of the site. This is not a justifiable basis for an even 
larger application. We feel that there should first be some means of enforcement 
together with substantial progress under the existing permission before considering a 
recycling centre of this size and capacity which would have a detrimental effect on the 
quality of life for many local residents, as well as a long lasting impact on the rural 
environment. 



Preston Parish Council sincerely hopes that serious consideration will be given to the above 
objections and that this application will be refused. 

Yours sincerely 
M Trinder 
Margaret Trinder, Clerk to Preston Parish Council


