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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 17 January 2018 at 8 p.m. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mr Brian Waters (member of the public) 
  Mrs Faye Frost (District Councillor) 
  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk) 
     
 
1) Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillor David Barnard. 
 
 
2) Declaration of interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters arising 
 
4.1: Memorial Bench: Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that Frank Gormill has quoted 
£60 for the removal of the old bench currently at Church Meadow.  He has also quoted £130 
to install a new bench. The meeting approved these quotes.  The Clerk will liaise with the 
Ramblers Association regarding this matter. 
 
4.2: Drainage: The Clerk has had an email stating that there were bad drainage smells again 
on the 27th December.  This has been noted in the records we are keeping regarding the 
drainage. 
 
4.3: Greenwoods: The Clerk informed the meeting that she had spoken to Greenwoods to ask 
for a quote for grass cutting.  He has agreed to keep to the previous prices per cut: £75 + VAT 
for the Village Green, £18 + VAT for the Play Area, and £20 + VAT for the longer grass in the 
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play area.  He wasn’t as keen to cut in the Churchyard.  Councillor Stark stated that this would 
be essential.  The Clerk will liaise with Greenwoods regarding grass cutting at the Church. 
 
4.4: Pond: Councillor Clark informed the meeting that the pond is next on the contractors list 
but may also depend on the weather. 
 
4.5: Village Hall – Foot Access for Tilehouse: The Chairman will discuss this with the house 
owners and neighbours and report back at the next meeting.  
 
Action: The Clerk to liaise with the Ramblers Association regarding the Memorial Bench. 
Action: The Clerk to liaise with Greenwoods regarding grass cutting at the Church. 
Action: The Chairman to discuss with the house owners / neighbours. 
 
 
5) Comments from the public - None 
 
 
6) Police Update 
 
None 
 
 
7) County and District Update 
 
7.1 Veolia: Councillor Frost informed the meeting that Veolia have lost their contract with 
North Hertfordshire District Council.  At present it is not known who will be replacing them.  
Since they lost their contract Fly-Tipping collections appear to have suffered. 
 
7.2 Brown Bin Collections: Councillor Frost is as annoyed as residents regarding the planned 
charge for the collection of Brown Bins.  The consultation occurred after a decision had already 
been made. 
 
7.3 Local Plan: The Local Plan is with the Inspector, and because of the number of 
representations there has been an extension for the Public Hearing until the end of March. 
 
7.4 Budget: Councillor Frost informed the meeting that there is still money in her budget that 
can be applied for. 
 
7.5 Highways: Pot holes in the area are slowly being dealt with. 
 
7.6 Bad Smells: Councillor Frost asked that if any bad smells are noticed coming from fields 
then we are to let her know immediately.  She will then contact Environmental Health to come 
out that day to investigate. 
 
7.7 Dog Thefts: There has been a rise in dog thefts, and attempted dog thefts, in the area.  
Councillor Frost urges residents to be careful of their dogs even when in the garden.  One of 
the reports was of a dog theft in Breachwood Green where the dog was taken from its lead. 
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7.8 Planning Applications: Councillor Trinder informed Councillor Frost that there had 
recently been two planning applications that North Hertfordshire District Council hadn’t 
informed us about.  The Clerk informed the meeting that two applications, Glebe House and 
Dower House, hadn’t been sent to us as they should.  However after emailing the Planning 
Department an extension had been granted for both.  Councillor Frost stated that this had 
happened regarding two applications in Offley also.  She asked that the Clerk forwards to her 
the email to the Planning Department regarding the missing notifications, she will then 
investigate the matter further. 
 
 
8) Planning Applications 
 
8.1 Glebe House: This application is for a new 5 bedroom house to be built in the land 
currently used as the garden of Glebe House.  It was agreed unanimously that we supported 
this application with the following conditions: 
 

• A bedroom window overlooking houses behind this development should be removed 
from the building. 

 

• An old access to Glebe House which will no longer be in use should be reinstated as 
bank and replanted.   

 

• The dropped curb leading to the old entrance should be reinstated as a raised curb.  
A dropped curb will no longer be required here, and raising the curb will help to slow 
the speed at which some drivers enter Chequers Lane. 

 
Councillor David Barnard has already shown support for the dropped curb to be reinstated 
as a raised curb. 
 
8.2 Dower House: This application is to convert the current Dower House into 6 dwellings.  It 
was agreed unanimously that we supported this application with the following conditions: 
 

• We have a concern regarding the parking.  We don’t believe that enough spaces are 
provided by the current plan, which could then lead to people parking on the Hitchin 
Road which would be dangerous.  We would like to see a minimum of 3 spaces 
provided for each dwelling. 

 

• Footpath access should be provided to residents through the Princess Helena College 
ground, to bring walkers out by the pond on The Green.   

 

• The 30mph limit as you come into the village should be moved further back down 
Preston Hill, so that safety is ensured near these new homes where families will 
reside. 

 
8.3  13 Chequers Lane: This application is for the erection of replacement rear extension and 
front entrance porch,  conversion of existing integral garage to workroom/study and 
external wall rendering and installation of replacement windows.  It was agreed that we fully 
supported this application. 
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8.4 Hitchwood Cottages: The Clerk registered our support for this development following 
the last meeting. 
 
 
9)  Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1 Cricket Club Sign: This is all in hand and the work will be carried out in Spring.   
 
9.2 Utilities Payments: The Clerk and Councillor Trinder worked out the amount the Cricket 
Club need to pay the Parish Council for 2017. This was £289.98 and was paid into our bank 
account on Monday. We have agreed with the cricket club that in future this will be 
organised each January for the preceding year when we have received all the bills. 
 
 
10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
10.1 Templars Lane Pothole: Councillor Trinder had a call from a resident of Preston stating 
that potholes at the entrance of Templars Lane are very bad.  The Clerk has been to see 
them and they are deep and unavoidable when you drive into Templars Lane, especially if a 
car is parked on the right hand side.  The Clerk is liaising with North Herts Homes and 
Howard Cottage Association to ascertain who is responsible for maintenance of this part of 
the road.   
 
 
11) Neighbourhood Plan  
 
11.1 Regulation 14 Consultation: The Regulation 14 Consultation is open until Sunday 18 
February. The Steering Group are encouraging as many people as possible to respond. All 
residents are eligible as well as the 45 consultees: landowners, businesses and statutory 
bodies. The key aspects to respond to are the Vision, the Objectives and the Policies, and it is 
hoped that most villagers will be stating their agreement with these.  The other aspects for 
responding to if time allows are the background and appendices.   
 
Councillor Trinder pointed out that the Implementation Plan has to be included. Everything 
is done by the Parish Council and NHDC as everything is related to policies which, in most 
instances, relate to planning applications.  
 

11.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment: The Strategic Environmental Assessment is a 6 
week consultation with the Environment Agency, Historic England and Natural England 
which is organised by NHDC. This started on January 8th. If there are no issues we will get a 
letter of confirmation from NHDC. We can’t submit the Plan until we have this assessment. 
 

11.3 Next Steps: The Steering Group expects to have the final plan back from the 
independent consultant by Friday 16 March. The Parish Council have to agree the Plan 
before it can go to the next stage. It was agreed that this would be done by email and that 
Councillor Trinder would allow a week for everyone to respond. It is anticipated that this 
timescale will be: 

• Sent: Monday 19 March  

• Returned by: Monday 26 March 
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Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that the Pirton Neighbourhood Plan has now been 
passed by the examiner. Once this is agreed by NHDC Cabinet, it will go to referendum. 
 
Councillor Trinder also informed the meeting that at the Local Plan Hearings Preston will be 
discussed on Feb 7th in the afternoon. She will check the website nearer the time to make 
sure the date remains as advertised. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to check the Local Plan website to check the Preston Hearing Date. 
 
 
12) Parish Paths Partnership 
 
12.1 P3 Grant: Councillor Clark has emailed Tom Goldsmith to find out if the P3 Grant is still 
going.  As of yet she hasn’t had a reply, and will chase an answer. 
 
12.2 Recording the routes: Councillor Clark has seen online a request for any forgotten 
pathways to be recorded.  This is a bid to change the definitive map.  Councillor Clark will look 
into this further and ask Tom Goldsmith. 
 
Action: Councillor Clark to contact Tom Goldsmith regarding the P3 Grant. 
Action: Councillor Clerk to investigate Recording the Routes. 
 
 
13) Chairman’s Report 
 
13.1 Playground Inspection Reports:  These have now been received by the Clerk.  All items 
on the report are either low or very low risk.  The report will be discussed in more detail at the 
next meeting. 
 
13.2 Dog Fouling: Following the email about dog fouling that the Clerk sent to the database, 
a further complaint was received on the same matter from a residence in Back Lane.  The 
Chairman asked if it would be worth placing stickers on the dog bins in the village with the 
details on how to report those not picking up dog mess.  It was agreed that this was a good 
idea. 
 
 
14) Clerk’s Report 
 
Nothing further to report.      
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15) Treasurer’s Report           
 

 
 
15.1: The 2018/19 Precept: The precept decision of £6400 that was agreed at the last meeting 
has been sent to NHDC, it has been acknowledged and will be discussed at their meeting this 
month.  
 
15.2: Treasurer Handover: The Clerk and Mark Higgin met before Christmas and had a 
handover meeting regarding the Treasurer role.  All financial information has been handed 
over, the next steps are: 

• VAT returns 

• Completing the setting up of Internet Banking 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 12th January 2018

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 11th December 2017 12,381.25£ 

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

08 December 2017 E.on (pavillion electricity) 97.68£       

21 December 2017 Mark Higgin Expenses 16.60£       

21 December 2017 Lisa Lathane (Clerks pay) 231.04£     

12 January 2018 NHDC Dog Bins and Bins Maintenance 387.90£     

12 January 2018 Independent consultant for the Neighbourhood Plan 2,400.00£ 

3,133.22£ 

Monies received:

Date From

15 January 2018 Preston Cricket Club 289.98£     

289.98£     

Balance as at: 11th December 2017 9,538.01£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 11th December 2017 13,164.75£ 

Total bank balances22,702.76£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

Ground work: NP grant £3,912 1,912.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 335.00£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000 448.00£       

Locality Budget Grant £730 400.00£       

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£ 
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• Reconciliation – at present we have more money showing in bank than in the 

records. 

 
16) Any Other Business:  
 
16.1: Phone Mast: Councillor Trinder has emailed her contact about the phone mast who 
said that because of the new electronic communications code which came into effect on the 
28th December 2017 the company are awaiting further client instructions and once they 
have these we will be able to update us. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 7 March at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10pm. 


