
 

July 2017 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 13 September 2017 at 8 p.m. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk) 
  Mr Brian Waters (member of the public) 
  Mr Mark Waters (member of the public) 
   
 
1) Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Sandra Palmer and Treasurer Mark 
Higgin. 
 
 
2) Declaration of interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests 
 
 
3) Minutes of previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters arising 
 
4.1: Drainage on Chequers Lane: Councillors Palmer and Trinder and two residents met 
Environmental Health on July 27th. They suggested that residents keep a log of the issues for 
2 months, August and September and we then contact the water company with the evidence. 
A few are doing this and Councillors Palmer and Trinder will contact the water companies at 
the end of the month. 
 
Environmental Health thought the smells might be caused by the release of sewage from the 
tank. They suggested we contact the company who installed the tank to find out how often 
sewage was released from the tank into the drains.  Councillor Palmer did this and was told 
that it was the correct size for the houses and would only pump when it needed to, but 
couldn’t tell her what size it was or how often it pumped. He also said that it may well smell 
at the point it meets the drains at Templars Lane but that it was pretty normal to do so. The 
pump was reset to stop the flashing light. 
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4.2: Vicar’s Grove: Councillor Trinder has again spoken to Rob Egan. He has received a 
response from the agent for Vicar’s Grove in connection with the Contravention Notice which 
was issued. He is not confident that they have provided accurate information so is preparing 
to write to them about it and if necessary will hold a site meeting with them. 
 
4.3: The Well: Work on roof has been completed. 
 
4.4: Churchyard Gate: The Church Yard gate has been repaired. 
 
4.5: Local Plan: Hearing dates for the draft Local Plan have not yet been published.   
 
4.6: Repair to Nursery Equipment: The Chairman has made the repair to the broken play 
equipment and it is in use again. 
 
4.7: Metal Poles sticking out of wall:  The Chairman has visited the wall in question, and noted 
that the poles have been bent in towards the hedge, and don’t appear to now be a danger. 
 
Action: Councillors Palmer and Trinder to contact the water companies at the end of the 
month with the results of the neighbourhood logs. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Rob Egan for a further update before the next meeting. 
 
 
5) Comments from the public 
 
5.1 Cricket Club Sign: Mr Brian Waters and Mr Mark Waters attended the meeting to discuss 
the possibility of erecting a new sign at the entrance to the recreation ground.  At present 
visitors to the ground often drive past the entrance as the current sign isn’t prominent enough.  
It is also hoped that a better entrance will generally enhance the ground. 
 
The suggestions are:  

• that the hedge to the right-hand side of the gate is reduced in height and a sign is 
installed on the Recreation Ground side of the hedge.  Or, 

• A sign is installed on the road side of the gate where currently the wheelie bins are 
situated.   

 
The sign will be oak, and in keeping with the feel of the Village.   
 
Mr Brian Waters commented that 3 people have complained to him in the last 6 months about 
the pedestrian gate.  It is not possible to get a pushchair through the gate, and it springs back 
too fast.  It doesn’t fit properly into the gatepost.  It was agreed that if the sign is to be installed 
then a new gatepost for the gate would be looked into. 
 
Councillor Stark asked if a new sign could also be provided for the gate stating that it is the 
Recreation Ground.  This was agreed. 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council were in support of the new sign.  Mr Brian Waters agreed 
to contact the Conservation Officer to see if the plans were suitable and if planning permission 
is required. 
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5.2 Pavilion Clock: Mr Brian Waters asked permission of the Council for a member of the 
Village to have the clock mended.  It currently doesn’t keep the correct time, and the face has 
slipped, it also needs repainting.  It was agreed that this can go ahead. 
 
5.3: Adders: Mr Brian Waters reported that a resident had been bitten by an adder in long 
grass in his garden recently. It was agreed that Councillor Trinder would put a note in the next 
newsletter informing residents of this so that they can take care when in long grass. 
 
5.4: Dog Mess: Mr Mark Waters informed the Parish Council that there have been large 
amounts of dog mess left in the recreation ground recently.  Councillor Trinder also reported 
that there has been dog mess left in Castlefield. It was agreed that Councillor Trinder would 
put a note in the next newsletter asking residents to clear up after their dogs. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to put a note in the next newsletter regarding adders and dog 
mess. 
 
 
6) Police Update 
 
None. 
 
 
7) County and District Update 
 
None. 
 
 
8) Planning Applications 
 
8.1: Minsden Cottage: This application was supported by the Parish Council and our 
response has been submitted. 
 
8.2: 1-2 Hitchwood Cottages: This application was supported by the Parish Council and our 
response has been submitted. 
 
8.3: Phone Mast: Councillor Trinder contacted the company about the installation of the 
phone mast and the response was there has not been much in the way of progress although 
they are trying for legal completion this month, September, following which the site could be 
accessed and the build phase started but it is anticipated that this would be another 3 months. 
 
 
9)  Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1 Access to garden from the Recreation Ground: The residents of Chequers End on 
Chequers Lane are refurbishing their swimming pool and have requested access from the 
Recreation Ground for delivery of the new base.  It is expected that this would be in early 
October. 
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9.2 Bin Collection: Councillor Burleigh has cancelled the bin collection now that the Cricket 
Season has ended. 
 
9.3 Cesspit: The cesspit is due to be emptied on Friday 15th September. 
 
 
10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
10.1 Moving 30mph sign on Hitchin Road: As explained at the last meeting, any relocation of 
speed limit signs has to be justified and have the support of the police. Jason Ball, our 
Highways Locality Officer has contacted their police representative who has visited the village 
and considered the request. His response was that he is not satisfied that moving the sign 
fulfils the requirements as set out within the Speed Management Strategy. Also, there have 
been no recorded injury collisions in the village during the past 5 years. 
 
10.2 20mph speed limit: Church Lane, Back Lane and Chequers Lane have all been ruled out 
by David Barnard and Jason Ball as possibilities for a speed limit reduction. Church Lane 
doesn’t meet the criteria and has had the white lines painted in and the SID installed. In 
addition, there is no recorded accident data over a five year period at this location. The 
amount of traffic on Chequers Lane and Back Lane does not justify the costs. 
 
Options now available to the Parish Council are to contact the police and ask if they could 
consider periodic enforcement on Church Lane at their Priority Setting Forum.  As the average 
speed on Church Lane at the last check was below 30mph it seems unlikely that this request 
would be granted. 
 
The other option would be to re-consider the Drive Safe scheme when local volunteers stand 
at the side of the road with speed signs and offenders get a letter from the police. The Parish 
Council have previously decided against this scheme and again decided that they would not 
pursue this at the present time.  
 
 
11) Neighbourhood Plan: Two sets of minutes were previously circulated. Drop in sessions are 
being held on October 5th and 7th, when residents will be asked to comment on the proposed 
vision and objectives for the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Councillor Trinder informed the Parish Council that the Neighbourhood Plan has to match the 
policies of both the NHDC Local Plan 1996 and the emerging Local Plan 2011 – 2031. Once 
made, the Parish Council has to review it every 5 years to ensure it meets any changes in 
legislation. 
 
Councillor Trinder also reported that if any new houses are built they are additional 
to the 20 allocated in the Local Plan. 
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12) Parish Paths Partnership 
 
12.1 Sootfield Green Post: This remains in the same state as previously reported.  Councillor 
Clark contacted Tom Goldsmith for an update on the post.  Although this post is on his list 
there are other jobs that are currently a higher priority. 
 
12.2 Footpath next to the school:  The Clerk asked who was responsible for removing weeds 
/ maintaining hedges etc on the path next to the school.  A couple of parents at the school had 
raised this query as throughout the school holidays weeds etc have become quite overgrown.  
Councillor Clark will contact Tom Goldsmith to ask who should be maintaining this path. 
 
Action: Councillor Clark to contact Tom Goldsmith ahead of the next meeting for an update 
on the post and to ask about the footpath next to the school. 
 
 
13) Chairman’s Report 
 
13.1 Rope Ladder: The Chairman has fixed the broken rope ladder as discussed in Item 4.6.  
He stated that we still have a spare rope should one be needed in the future. 
 
13.2 Online Banking: The Chairman stated that we now have online banking.  He stated that 
the system put in place for payments would be that The Treasurer would email The Chairman 
and Councillor Stark whenever a payment needed to be made.  As both are currently 
signatories they will email back to the Treasurer to authorise the payment.   
 
A single signatory form has been sent back to Barclays in order that The Treasurer can solely 
make payments on internet banking, without a second signatory having to log on and release 
the funds.   
 
The Chairman raised the query as to whether it would be prudent to set a limit on the funds 
able to be paid via internet banking, to protect the public’s money against hackers.  It was 
agreed that Councillor Stark will visit the bank to ask about procedures so that we know what 
options there are.  The Council agreed that any decision should be re-visited annually. 
 
Action: Councillor Stark to visit Barclays to enquire about possible internet banking 
procedures. 
 
 
14) Clerk’s Report 
 
14.1: Byelaws Consultation: The Clerk asked if the Parish Council would like to submit a 
response to the recently distributed consultation questionnaire.  It was agreed that none of 
the Byelaws listed were relevant.  The Clerk will submit a response from the PPC. 

 
14.2: Bins: The Clerk from St Ippolyts has been in contact with the Clerk asking if we have had 
a problem with our bin collection.  Councillor Stark stated she is having issues with the 
collection of her black bin.  Everyone else was happy with the service, Councillor Stark’s issue 
appears to be specific to her house.  
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Action: The Clerk to submit a response to the Byelaw Consultation. 
 
 
15) Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

 
15.1: Internal Audit: The Treasurer has received queries on the Audit from BDO, and has 
responded. 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 3rd September 2017Financial Report as at 13 September 2017

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 17th July 8,636.01£      

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

2nd August 2017 NHDC (licence fee) 100.00£          

2nd August 2017 Affinity Water 123.16£          

2nd August 2017 Claridge and Hall Bros (well roof repair) 348.00£          

2nd August 2017 Reynolds Landscaping (grass cutting) 276.00£          

2nd August 2017 Reynolds Landscaping (grass cutting) 414.00£          

15th August 2017 Clerks wages 199.90£          

22nd August 2017 Frank Gormill (Church Meadow works) 330.00£          

22nd August 2017 E.On 130.89£          

30th August 2017 Clerks wages 172.00£          

2,093.95£      

Monies received:

Date From

-£                

Balance as at: 3rd September 2017 6,542.06£      

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 3rd September 2017 13,164.75£    

Total bank balances19,706.81£    

Funds Balances

General Fund 8,123.81£      

NHDC Grant 400.00£          335.00£          

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance 1,000.00£      448.00£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£          

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£    
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15.2: Internet Banking: The Treasurer has sent off the forms requesting single person 
authorisation on the internet banking.   
 
It was also agreed that, in the meantime, once the single authorisation form has been actioned 
by Barclays, the Treasurer can make online payments. 
 
 
16) Any Other Business:  
 
16.1: Luton Airport Noise Control: Councillor Drew informed the meeting that on the 25th July 
he attended a meeting being held in Whitwell by Luton Airport.  The meeting was to inform 
the public about their schedule for the future.  Councillor Drew came away from the meeting 
with a handout that outlines their plans.  The Clerk will scan this report in and circulate it to 
all members of the Parish Council. 
 
16.2: Clearing of saplings: The matter was raised about clearing the saplings which have grown 
from seeds on the other side of the road to the Village Hall, along the PHC wall.  It was agreed 
that Councillor Trinder would speak to Frank Gormill to ask for a quote to carry out this work. 
 
16.3: Pond: Councillor Clark asked if we should look into having the pond cleared again.  It was 
agreed that The Chairman will check previous minutes to find out when it was last done. 
 
 
Action: The Clerk to scan in the Luton Airport document and email to the Parish Council 
members. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to ask for a quote from Frank Gormill to clear the undergrowth 
opposite the Village Hall. 
Action: The Chairman to investigate when the pond was last cleared. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 1 November at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.00pm. 


