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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 1 November 2017 at 8 p.m. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk) 
  Mr Brian Waters (member of the public) 
   
 
1) Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Treasurer Mark Higgin and County Councillor David 
Barnard. 
 
 
2) Declaration of interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests 
 
 
3) Minutes of previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters arising 
 
4.1: Pond: Councillor Clark has spoken to Max Boreham and he has confirmed that the pond 
should be cleared at this time of year.  Councillor Clark will have a look at the pond to ascertain 
its current state, and obtain a quote from Max. 
 
4.2: Clearing of saplings: Councillor Trinder has had a quote of £330 from Frank Gormill to 
clear the saplings opposite the Village Hall, and dispose of the waste.  It was agreed by all that 
this quote should be accepted and the work carried out. 
 
4.3: Footpath next to the school: Councillor Clark confirmed that she had spoken to Tom 
Goldsmith at Herts County Council to ascertain who is responsible for clearing this footpath.  
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He confirmed that it was his responsibility and he would add it to his job list.  The Clerk will 
speak to the householders next to the path, who have recently cleared it, and will inform them 
that this will now be carried out by the Rights of Way officer. 
 
4.4: Drainage on Chequers Lane: Councillor Palmer informed the meeting that residents of 
Chequers Lane had been asked to keep a 2-month diary of when they can smell the drains.  
Only 4 residents have completed this diary, with reports of the smell on average 8 times a 
month.  This isn’t really anything that can be submitted as evidence so it was agreed we will 
continue to monitor the smell and see what happens next summer. 
 
On the subject of drainage and water, Councillor Trinder will contact Thames Water and 
Anglian Water to find out who is responsible for waste water in which areas of Preston.   
 
4.5: Phone Box: The phone box on the Green has been painted, Councillor Trinder will thank 
her contact who organised this.   
 
Action: Councillor Clark to ascertain the current state of the pond, and to obtain a quote 
from Max 
Action: Councillor Trinder to ask Frank Gormill to proceed with clearing the saplings. 
Action: The Clerk to speak to the householders next to the school footpath to update them 
on responsibility for maintenance. 
Action: Councillor Palmer to continue to monitor the drainage smell. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Thames Water and Anglian Water. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to thank her contact regarding the painting of the phone box. 
 
 
5) Comments from the public 
 
5.1 Cricket Club Sign: Mr Brian Waters attended the meeting to update the Council on the 
Cricket Club sign and gate. 
 
Mr Brian Waters has contacted the Planning and Conservation Officers and neither have any 
opposition to the proposal.  Planning permission is not required. They also have no objection 
to sponsorship information being shown on the sign at any point.  He confirmed that the 
Cricket Club now feel comfortable that they can move on and a meeting is being held on Friday 
3rd November with Maydencroft to discuss designs of the sign. 
 
5.2 Gate post at Recreation Ground: It had been agreed that the gatepost will be looked into, 
it was agreed that the gate post needs re-positioning to allow the pedestrian gate to work 
properly. 
 
5.3 Open Reach: Mr Brian Waters asked if the Parish Council knew when the current work 
being carried out on the Exchange Box would be completed.  It is understood that a new larger 
box is being installed with more lines available.  Councillor Drew confirmed he is seeing his BT 
Contact the week commencing the 6th November and will ask if an update can be given. 
 
Action: Councillor Drew to speak to his contact at BT to obtain an update on the work 
currently being carried out in Preston. 
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6) Police Update 
 
We have received an update and no crime was reported in Preston in September. 
 
 
7) County and District Update 
 
None. 
 
 
8) Planning Applications 
 
8.1 Updates: There are currently no updates on any planning applications. 
 
8.2 Hitchwood Cottages: The Chairman told the meeting that he had spoken to the residents 
of Hitchwood Cottages and as yet they haven’t received approval.  There are a couple of 
issues to discuss with the Conservation Officer. 
 
 
9)  Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1 Tree Cutting: Louis Harrington-Smith has started on the tree work at the Recreation 
Ground, and Rupert Bruce has been cutting hedges. 
 
9.2 John Garnham: His payment for work on the gutters and downpipes on the pavilion 
undertaken in April is still outstanding.  It was discussed whether or not this payment could 
be made by internet banking or still has to be by cheque.  Either way the payment needs to 
be made ASAP. 
 
The bank will now accept cheques with just one signature, and it was agreed that with the 2-
stage email authorisation system that this is acceptable.   
 
The Chairman visited Barclays and found out that in regards to online banking they have a 
preference for dual authorisation.  This means that The Treasurer can process the payment, 
and then Barclays automatically send a text to Councillor Stark and the Chairman.  One of 
them can then log on to internet banking and release the funds.  This system reduces the risk 
of hacking and fraud.  It was agreed that the Chairman, Treasurer and Councillor Stark will 
discuss the proposal and decide on the way forward 
 
Action: The Treasurer to organise payment to John Garnham 
Action: The Chairman, Treasurer and Councillor Stark to progress the online banking 
arrangements. 
 
 
10) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
10.1 Hitchwood Lane: Councillor Trinder arranged for NHDC to sweep Hitchwood Lane to 
remove loose gravel following surface dressing.  This has been carried out. 
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11) Local Plan  
 
11.1 Hearing Timetable: The hearing timetable for the Local Plan has now been published. 
Dates relevant to Preston are: 
 

• Monday 13 November: Settlement hierarchy: This will go through every settlement 
to decide if they are in the correct category. Preston is a Category A village. This is all 
day so there is no knowing exactly when Preston will be discussed. 

 

• Wednesday 7 February:  a.m: Luton and Cockernhoe 
     p.m: Preston 
 
Anyone can attend as an observer. Further details are online at: https://www.north-
herts.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/local-plan/local-plan-examination/hearing-sessions 
 
 
11.2 Meeting with Bim Afolami: Councillor Trinder attended a meeting for Parish Councils 
with Bim Afolami, our local MP, on September 20th regarding the issues that some Parish 
Councils have with NHDC and the Local Plan.  There is currently no feedback but he is 
meeting NHDC, Herts CC and Hertfordshire LEP (Local Enterprise Partnership). He will feed 
back later and organise a second meeting. 
 
At a house meeting in Preston, on the 27th October, Bim Afolami said that he is writing to 
Luton Borough Council about the airport expansion.  An application is in to extend it from 18 
million to 25 million passengers per year. He wants LBC to agree certain conditions before 
they grant planning permission. 
 
He is also happy to be contacted with any concerns people might have, including the airport. 
 
 
12) Neighbourhood Plan  
 
12.1 Drop in sessions: The drop-in sessions were successful.  18 people attended from Preston 
and 4 people from the Bowes Lyons family who were invited as landowners.  All comments 
have been taken into account and the objectives have been finalised.  The Steering Group is 
now writing a draft plan.   
 
12.2 Independent Consultant:  Following a recommendation from the CPRE, the Steering 
group has appointed an independent consultant as a critical friend. 
 
12.3 Grant: The second part of the Grant has been applied for which will allocate £3912 to 
the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Steering Group should hear if the application is successful by 
10 November.  The grant will pay for 8 days of consultancy, with a shortfall of £88. However 
there is enough left in the Neighbourhood Plan Allowance from the Parish Council to cover 
this shortfall. 
 
12.4 Regulation 14: The Regulation 14 consultation will start in January.  
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12.5 Regulation 16: Regulation 16 will be ready to go to NHDC by the end of March as the 
Grant has to be spent by that date. 
 

 
13) Parish Paths Partnership 
 
13.1 Fallen Tree: A tree was reported to Councillor Clark having fallen, blocking a pathway.  
Councillor Clark organised for the tree to be cut up and removed from the pathway. 
 
13.2 Post on Charlton Road:  The post that had been knocked over along Charlton Road has 
now been fixed and is upright. 
 
13.3 P3 Grant: It will soon be time to apply for the next stage of the P3 grant, for the amount 
of £1000 to be spent on Preston’s pathways. 
 
It was suggested that clearing the saplings could perhaps come in to this grant, but as it is not 
a pathway this will not be possible.  It was agreed that instead the Clerk will contact County 
Councillor David Barnard and ask if we could apply for money from his Locality budget to pay 
for the removal of the saplings and the pond work. 
 
Action: Councillor Clark to consider ideas for the application for the P3 Grant. 
Action: The Clerk to contact David Barnard. 
 
 
14) Chairman’s Report 
 
14.1 CPRE: The Chairman attended a talk by the CPRE, organised by Preston trust.  The CPRE 
is made up of 6-7 ex-planning officers.  They will not take on any objections to planning for 
under 500 houses.  One of the key points the Chairman picked up was that objecting to a 
planning application based on an inadequate water supply isn’t effective. 
 
The CPRE are attending the Local Plan hearings. 
 
14.2 Litter Pick: The Village’s litter pick has been carried out and not as much litter was 
collected as in recent years.   
 
 
15) Clerk’s Report 
 
15.1: Invitation from Councillor David Barnard: The Clerk informed the meeting that an 
invitation had been received from District Councillor David Barnard to attend the North 
Hertfordshire District Council’s Southern Rural Area Committee pre-Christmas Meeting.  This 
is taking place on the 30th November at 7.30pm, with seasonal drinks and refreshments 
afterwards. 

Parish Councillors are asked to let the Clerk know if they wish to attend. 

 
15.2: Bins: Councillor Trinder had asked the Clerk if she could make enquiries as to why a tree 
on Chequers Lane had been severely cut back as several residents of Preston had been asking 
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the question.  The Clerk had made two phone calls but hadn’t managed to find anyone as yet 
who knew why.  Councillor Burleigh told the meeting he had been told it was due to a fungal 
problem on the tree.  The Clerk will continue to investigate the matter.   
 
Action: The Clerk to continue to investigate why the tree on Chequers Lane was cut back. 
 
 
16) Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

The Treasurer Mark Higgin had sent the Clerk some items he would like discussed at the 
meeting in his absence: 
 
16.1: The 2018/19 Precept: The Council needs to decide on the amount which it would like to 
include in Council Tax bills for the next financial year.  In the current year we went for £5,600, 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 1st November 2017

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 13th September 8,636.01£      

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

28th September 2017 Lisa Lathane (Clerks wages) 246.42£          

28th September 2017 Reynolds Landscaping (grass cutting) 276.00£          

28th September 2017 HMWT (Neighbourhood Plan) 60.00£            

28th September 2017 M Trinder (Expenses) 13.55£            

18th October 2017 M Trinder (Reimbursement of expenses) 174.49£          

30th October 2017 Lisa Lathane (Clerks wages) 235.67£          

31st October 2017 BDO (Audit fees) 120.00£          

31st October 2017 John Healey (Reimbursement - playground) 224.18£          

31st October 2017 Reynolds Landscaping (grass cutting) 414.00£          

31st October 2017 St Martin's Church (grass cutting) 360.00£          

31st October 2017 St Martin's Church (litter picking) 80.00£            

31st October 2017 Garden House Hospice (litter picking) 120.00£          

2,324.31£      

Monies received:

Date From

11th September 2017 NHDC (Second Precept payment) 2,800.00£      

2,800.00£      

Balance as at: 1st November 2017 9,111.70£      

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 1st November 2017 13,164.75£    

Total bank balances22,276.45£    

Funds Balances

General Fund 10,896.78£    

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance 1,000.00£      256.00£          

NHDC Grant 400.00£          323.67£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£          

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£    
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down from £6,000 in the previous year.   The present unknown from the Council’s perspective 
is how much expenditure will be required for the Neighbourhood Plan.   The Treasurers 
inclination is to go back up to £6000, which everyone agreed to. 
 
16.2: Asset Register: The Auditors require us to produce an asset register.  Councillor Trinder 
will look to see if we have had one in the past, and have a look on the Clerks website to see if 
this matter is covered on there. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder will look into the Asset Register 
 
17) Any Other Business:  
 
17.1: Grass Cutting: Councillor Stark informed the meeting that the current company, 
Reynolds, which has been cutting the grass in the village, had been seen carrying out wheelies 
on the grass cutting equipment.  She asked if from Spring 2018 we could return to using 
Greenwoods, which the meeting agreed to.  The Clerk will speak to Greenwoods to obtain a 
quote. 
 
Action: The Clerk to speak to Greenwoods to obtain a grass cutting quote. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Monday 11 December at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 


