
 

April 2018 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 19 April 2018 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mr Mark Cherry (member of the public) 
  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
     
 
1) Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Clark, County Councillor David Barnard 
and District Councillor Faye Frost. 
 
 
2) Declaration of interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters arising 
 
4.1: Memorial Bench: The Clerk has met with Mrs Jenny Mason of the North Herts Ramblers’ 
Group and viewed the proposed location for the bench in the Millennium Playground.  Mrs 
Mason is very happy with the location of the bench and informed the Clerk that the Group 
were happy to remove the current broken bench, and install the new bench themselves.  She 
agreed that the new bench will be bolted to the concrete posts which the current bench is 
attached to.  Mrs Mason also offered to weather proof the other bench in the area at the 
same time as she does the new bench. 
 
A Memorial Walk will be taking place on June 9th for Colin Gatehouse, starting at The Red Lion 
at 9.30am.  The walk will stop at the bench for a few minutes and Reverend Elizabeth Bunker 
will say a few words. 
 
4.2: Greenwoods: The Clerk has confirmed that Greenwoods will be carrying out the grass 
cutting and will contact them again to see when they will start.  Councillor Stark confirmed 
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that the new grass cutting company has already started at the Churchyard and they are very 
happy with the results. 
 
4.3: Mrs Sansom’s Broken Gate: Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that she and Frank 
Gormill went to look at the broken gate and have ascertained that the issue is a broken gate 
post, which in turn is not allowing the gate to shut properly.  Therefore Mr Gormill will replace 
the gate post and rehang the gate.  He has quoted £130 to carry out this work which the 
Council agreed unanimously to accept. 
 
4.4: Village Hall – Foot Access for Tilehouse: The Chairman has visited Mrs Doreen Sansom 
and informed her of the Council’s eventual conclusion to grant to the current residents of 
Tilehouse the right of access on foot along the side of the Village Hall in order to move their 
wheelie bins.  Mrs Sansom was aware that this was perhaps going to be the case.  All the 
parties are concerned for everyone’s privacy and security.  Mrs Sansom was grateful to the 
Chairman for keeping her updated. 
  
The Chairman also visited the residents of Tilehouse to inform them that they were being 
granted this access for which they were grateful.  A copy of the March 2018 minutes will be 
given to the residents so that they can keep a record of this agreement with their household 
records. 
 
4.4: Phone Mast: Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that again she has tried more than 
once to get an update on the installation of the new phone mast, but hasn’t had a response 
yet.  
 
Action: The Clerk to liaise with Greenwoods regarding grass cutting at the Church. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to confirm with Frank Gormill that the work should be carried out 
on Mrs Sansom’s gate/gate post. 
Action: A copy of the March 2018 PPC minutes to be given to the residents of Tilehouse. 
 
 
5) Comments from the public  
 
5.1 Glebe House Access: Mr Mark Cherry attended the meeting to discuss access to the new 
property that he will be building in the garden of his current property Glebe House.  Mr Cherry 
has had approval for their planning application.  As he had previously discussed with the 
Council he wishes to move the access point for the new property.  Currently the access comes 
straight into the junction of Chequers Lane, which is an unsafe option.  He proposes to fence 
off that access and move it approximately 15m up Chequers Lane.  To do this he would need 
to have the support of the Council as it crosses Wastes of the Manor land.   
 
His proposal is to fence in the current access and plant it up to match the current land adjacent 
to it.  He also would like to dig up the concrete on the corner and plant some substantial 
bushes in that position in order to put drivers off cutting the corner into Chequers Lane and 
hopefully cut down their speed.   The current footpath which runs through this area will 
remain unaffected. 
 
The Council agreed that they were happy with this proposal.  The Chairman asked that Mr 
Cherry write formally to the Council outlining the above, and with a supporting sketch.  We 
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will then respond formally for his records.  Specifically the Council would be looking closely at 
the footpath remaining unaffected. 
 
5.2 Litter at Church Meadow: Mr Wally Steele has spoken with Councillor Trinder about litter 
remaining at Church Meadow.  At the litter pick there was found to be a lot of rubble and 
other larger items in this area, specifically in the area behind the houses on Butchers Lane that 
is over-grown with brambles and nettles for some of the year.  There was also a lot of broken 
glass found in this area.  Many items have clearly been there for a number of years.  Children 
use this area to build dens and it was agreed that it is the duty of the Parish Council to make 
this area safe.  It was agreed that members of the Council would meet on the mornings of the 
21st and 22nd April to see how much they could remove.  
 
Action: Mr Cherry to write formally to the Parish Council regarding access for the new 
property. 
Action: Parish Councillors to remove items of rubble from Church Meadow. 
 
 
6) Police Update 
 
The Clerk has received a Police Update for January – February 2018.  In that period there were 
the following crimes reported in Preston: 
 
January 

• There was a burglary in Templars Lane in Preston between Thursday, January 11 and 
Sunday, January 14. Entry was gained via the rear garden and a living room window 
forced open, and property was stolen. 

• There was a burglary in School Lane on Wednesday January 24 between 11am and 
4pm. Entry was gained and property was stolen. 

 
February 

• Overnight between February 7 and 8 some items were taken from a vehicle along 
Church Lane. 

• A security light was damaged between February 7 and 8 in Church Lane, Preston. 
 
 
7) County and District Update 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
8)  Playground Inspections 
 
Last year’s report flagged up items which were high or medium risk.  These were dealt with 
and this year’s report only showed up low or very low risk items. 
 
Millennium Playground 

• One of the items noted for the Millennium Playground was the bench that is being 
replaced by the Ramblers Group. 
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• Another item mentioned was the brambles.  Frank Gormill cut a lot back last year.  It 
was agreed these would be looked at this weekend.  The Chairman stated he could 
spray some of them again.  

• A swing seat was considered a low risk, and similarly the mats underneath that have 
filled with soil over time, therefore lessening the effect of the rubber matting.  Both of 
these items will be looked at over the weekend. 

• The multi-play equipment will need preservative painted on when the weather allows. 
 
Recreation Ground 

• The report suggested that signs should be installed stating emergency number.  
Councillor Burleigh will have a look at the playground in Whitwell, to see what signs 
are installed there if any.  The Chairman will do the same at Breachwood Green. 

 
While maintenance was being discussed the Chairman suggested that maybe the area next to 
the wall opposite the Village Hall should be sprayed with Round Up again.  Councillor Stark 
also suggested that the ivy should maybe be cut back along there to prevent it damaging the 
wall. 
 
Action: The Chairman to spray the area next to the wall with Round Up, and cut back the ivy 
where necessary. 
 
 
9) GDPR Compliance (General Data Protection Regulation) 
 
The Clerk informed the meeting of the new Data Protection Act coming into force on May 25th.  
The main points are: 

• All businesses need to ensure that they are compliant ahead of this date.   

• For the PPC this will be relatively easy as we don’t sell or market to our database. 

• The PPC doesn’t share any personal data with outside agencies / people. 

• The Clerk is the only person with access to the Electoral Role database.  This 
information is stored in a private folder and password protected.  It is saved in a 
Business Dropbox which is GDPR compliant, and again is password protected. 

• The general email database, for emailing the Village with general updates, is held in 
Mailchimp.  Mailchimp will be GDPR compliant by the 25th May.   

• The Clerk will email everyone on the database asking them to confirm their acceptance 
to being on the email list.  Anyone who doesn’t opt in at this stage won’t be emailed 
after the 25th May, even if they were previously on this list.  It will be made clear that 
anyone can opt-out of receiving emails at any point. 

• A notice regarding opting in for emails from the Council will go into the Village 
Newsletter.  The Clerk will put together wording and send to Councillor Trinder by 
Monday for inclusion. 

• The Council needs to have a named Data Protection Officer.  The Society of Local 
Council Clerks confirms that in the case of a small Council it can be the Clerk.  It was 
agreed by the PPC that the Clerk will take on this role.  The Village will be made aware 
of who the Data Protection Officer is, and how to contact them if they have any 
concerns as to how their data is being used. 
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• A GDPR Compliant Privacy Policy needs to be written.  This will be put on the Village 
website, and sent to everyone who opts-in to receiving emails.  The Clerk will draft a 
policy and email to the Councillors for comment. 

 
Action: The Clerk to put together words for the Newsletter regarding opting in for emails 
from PPC. 
Action: The Clerk to email the current database asking them to opt-in to continue receiving 
emails from PPC. 
Action: The Clerk to write a GDPR Compliance Policy. 
 
 
10)  Parish Council Policies 
 
The Clerk had sent the current policies around to the members of the Council ahead of the 
meeting with amended dates.  These policies were agreed by the Councillors. 
 
 
11) Planning Applications 
 
11.1 Planning Responses Submitted: Since the last meeting the Clerk has submitted responses 
for the Parish Council for Latchetts, Butchers Lane and Vicar’s Grove. 
 
11.2 1-2 Hitchwood Cottages:  No decision has been made. 
 
11.3 Dower House:  No decision has been made. 
 
 
12)  Cricket Club Representation 
 
12.1 Damage to Cricket Pitch: Paul Constantinidi has been in contact with the Chairman 
regarding the damage caused by a lorry at the end of last year when delivering a pool to a 
house on Chequers Lane.  The contractors working on the house had filled in the damage and 
seeded the areas.  It now shows to have been partly filled with builders’ rubble, and the grass 
hasn’t grown.  This is dangerous to the cricket players and needs rectifying as soon as possible.   
 
It was agreed that the Cricket Club should organise fixing this issue properly, it is estimated 
that the work should cost approximately £100.  Once the work has been done the Chairman 
will write to the householders concerned asking for compensation. 
 
12.2 PAT Testing: Councillor Trinder asked Councillor Burleigh if the PAT Testing has taken 
place yet.  He confirmed that it had not.   
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to liaise with Councillor Burleigh regarding PAT Testing at the 
Pavilion. 
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13) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
13.1 Back Lane towards Ley Green: This road still has issues with a water leak that is damaging 
the road further.  Councillor Trinder will contact the water companies again, then speak to 
Derek Jerrard at the Highways Department to discuss options for resolving this issue. 
 
13.2 Hill on Charlton Road: On the 19th April an articulated lorry carrying two large containers 
became stuck on the hill on Charlton Road.  It has caused much of the bank to be pulled into 
the road, and two large potholes have appeared.  Councillor Trinder will contact Highways 
regarding the state of the road, and attempt to find out the name of the lorry company so that 
they can be billed for the damage. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to speak to the water companies and Derek Jerrard at Highways. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to speak to Highways regarding the damage on Charlton Road. 
 
 
14) Neighbourhood Plan:  Councillor Trinder thanked the Parish Council for approving the 
Neighbourhood Plan submission draft. The Steering Group are still waiting for some final 
small comments from NHDC before they can submit. This will be done as soon as possible. 
The Steering Group used one half day of additional independent consultant time. 
  
Once the Plan is submitted, NHDC manage the process but Regulation 16 will be advertised 
locally with a link to the consultation on the NHDC website. 
 
14.1 Local Plan: Nothing to report. 
 
14.2 AGM: It was agreed that a slot would be added to the AGM agenda for Councillor Trinder 
to convey an update on the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
 
15) Parish Paths Partnership 
 
The Clerk read out a report that Councillor Clark emailed to her ahead of this meeting. 
 
15.1 Maintenance: There have been no maintenance issues raised on the Parish Paths. 
 
15.2 Cows at Pond Farm: A member of the public contacted Councillor Clark regarding the 
cows in the fields at Pond Farm as they had chased/ approached her daughter whilst walking 
their dog.  The farmer’s contact details were passed on, and Councillor Clark informed them 
that the cows were legally fully compliant in being there.   
 
15.3 Parish Paths Partnership Grant: Our application for the P3 Grant to produce a leaflet 
covering a walk in Preston has been accepted.  Councillor Clark has made contact with 
Martin Woods at the recommended printers. His response as to what he would need in the 
first instance is as follows:  
 

• The desired format (DL/A5) and number of pages 

• The route(s) supplied marked on an OS map so that I can redraw accurately. 

• The text supplied as a Word document. 
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• Any images you have supplied as high resolution jpegs (I can possibly source any other 
generic images for you). 

 
Based on the above the printers would then design the leaflet, and organise printing.  The 
Grant is for £1000 and we would hope not to put any more towards it. 
 
Councillor Clark suggests the following route: the simple loop from Chequers Lane round the 
back of Castle Farm and Wain Wood; up to Tatmore Lane and back onto Charlton Rd 
at Sootfield Green; onto Dead Womans Lane and through the cow field onto Butchers Lane 
and back through the Millennium Playground onto Chequers Lane returning to the Green.   
 
We will need photos of The Well, Bluebells, and views from the route.  Councillor Clark will 
contact Wally Steele to see if we can use any that he has from the Neighbourhood 
Plan.  Councillor Clark will also compose some text for the leaflet.  It is anticipated that we 
will have the leaflet ready for Summer. 
 
Action: Councillor Clark to organise the Preston Walk Leaflet. 
 
 
16) Chairman’s Report 
 
Nothing further to report. 
 
 
17) Clerk’s Report 
 
17.1 Hitchin Hard Half Marathon: This event will happen on June 24th.  There were no 
complaints last year due to using washable paint on the roads which was an improvement on 
the year before.    The event raised over £5,000 for local charities and they anticipate a similar 
result this year. 
 
17.2 PPC Meeting Dates: The Clerk checked with Councillor Burleigh that the proposed dates 
were convenient with him.  Councillor Burleigh confirmed that they were all fine. 
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18) Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

18.1: Internal Audit: The Clerk is liaising with Nick Broughton regarding the Internal Audit 

and is making good progress.   

 

18.2 Zurich Insurance renewal: Our Insurance renewal has been sent through and the policy 

premium for the year is £1,198.58 including taxes. It was agreed that this should be paid. 

 

18.3 VAT:  It appears that 2016/17 VAT claim wasn’t applied for.  The Clerk will make a VAT 

Claim for that period and 2017/18. 
 
Action: The Clerk to continue with the Internal Audit. 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 19th April 2018

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 7th March 2018 4,530.21£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

20 March 2018 Max Boreham - Pond Maintenance 400.00£                        

20 March 2018 ICO - Data Protection Renewal 35.00£                          

20 March 2018 Lisa Lathane - Wages 332.45£                        

20 March 2018 Independent Consultant - Neighbourhood Plan 2,400.00£                    

13 April 2018 Independent Consultant - Neighbourhood Plan 250.00£                        

13 April 2018 NHDC - Bin Collection for Recreation Ground 104.91£                        

3,522.36£                    

Monies received:

Date From

12 April 2018 NHDC - Precept Payment 3,200.00£                    

3,200.00£                    

Balance as at: 19th April 2018 4,207.85£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 7th March 2018 13,164.75£ 

Monies Received Interest Paid Gross 2.31£                            

Interest Paid Gross 6.57£                            

8.88£                            

Balance as at: 19th April 2018 13,173.63£ 

Total bank balances 17,381.48£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 261.68£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000 110.00£       

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£ 
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Action: The Clerk to pay the Insurance renewal. 
Action: The Clerk to make a VAT claim for 2016/17 and 2017/12018. 
 
 
19) Any Other Business:  
 
19.1: Dog Mess: A Parish Councillor informed the meeting that they have been made aware 
that there is one dog walker who allows their dog to mess in the field behind the new houses 
at Castle Field, and doesn’t clean up the after the dog.  It was agreed that the Chairman will 
write to them asking them to ensure that they clean up after their dog as children play in that 
field.  Councillor Trinder agreed to draft the letter in the first instance. 
 
19.2: County Councillor David Barnard’s Reports: It has been suggested to Councillor Trinder 
that the recent reports by County Councillor David Barnard on Planning should be put on the 
Parish Council’s part of the Village website.  It was agreed that this could be uploaded onto 
the website. 
 
19.3: Village website – PPC Page: Councillor Trinder asked if everyone would be in attendance 
at the AGM on 2nd May.  If everyone is in attendance Wally Steele will come along and take a 
photo of the Council for the website. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to draft a letter regarding dog mess for the Chairman to send out. 
Action: The Clerk to add Councillor Barnard’s reports to the website. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: AGM Wednesday 2 May at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10pm. 


