
 

June 2018 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 6 June 2018 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr D Drew 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
     
 
1) Apologies 
 
None 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 
4.1: Greenwoods: The Clerk confirmed that the grass cutting has been taking place on the 
Green and at the Millennium Playground.  We haven’t had an invoice for the work as of yet. 
 
4.2: GDPR: The email asking the database to opt-in to continue receiving emails from Preston 
Parish Council went out.  65 people opted to stay on the list. 
 
4.3: Mrs Sansom’s Gate: Frank Gormill has now fixed the gatepost and re-hung the gate.  Mrs 
Sansom is pleased with the repair. 
 
4.4: Phone Mast: Councillor Trinder has contacted Walden telecom and they replied to say 
that so far as they are aware this site is progressing, very slowly, through solicitors. 
 
4.5: Litter in Church Meadow: This was removed by the Parish Council as agreed at the last 
meeting. 
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4.6: Memorial Bench: This has now been installed and looks good in situ.  A Memorial Walk 
for Colin Gatehouse is taking place on the 9th June and will start at the bench. 
 
4.7: Tilehouse: The Chairman has sent a copy of the March 2018 minutes to the residents of 
Tilehouse.  This is for their householder records to show agreement that they can have access 
to the pathway next to the Village Hall. 
 
4.8: Playground Inspections: Following discussion of the Playground Inspections at the April 
Meeting the Chairman has sprayed the nettles at the Millennium Playground, and alongside 
the wall opposite the Village Hall. 
 
 
5) Minutes of the AGM  
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
6) Matters arising from AGM Minutes 
 
None 
 
 
7) Comments from the Public 
 
None 
 
 
8) Police Update 
 
The Clerk has received a Police Update for March-April 2018.  In that period there was one 
crime reported in Preston.  Overnight on March 3 there was a burglary to a business premises 
along Hitchwood Lane, Preston. 
 
 
9) County and District Update 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
10)  Planning Applications 
 
10.1 Planning Responses Submitted: Since the last meeting the Clerk has submitted a letter 
of support from the Parish Council for Spindle Cottage. 
 
10.2 1-2 Hitchwood Cottages:  No decision has been made. 
 
10.3 Dower House: Conditional Permission and consent has been granted. 
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10.4 Excavation and Installation of Biofertiliser Lagoon in Offley: The Parish Council discussed 
the planning application for a 20,000m3 capacity (4.4 million gallons/ 20,000 tons) biofertiliser 
lagoon and processing facility at Hoo Lane, Offley, less than half a mile west of the Preston 
parish boundary and 2 miles from Preston village centre.  The Chairman also referred to a 
recent article in the Hitchin Comet. There are several concerns including the repeated large 
tanker lorry movements ferrying biowaste to the proposed location, and the industrial scale 
of operation at this site.  A report submitted with the application states that a cover will reduce 
odours from the lagoon, but not remove it 100%.  With the prevailing wind being westerly, a 
particular concern is that odours will be readily evident in Preston.  
 
The Chairman will submit a response to this planning application. 
 
10.5 Glebe House:  It was formally agreed to permit the proposed new access from Chequers 
Lane which will cross the Wastes of the Manor, provided that this will replace and be instead 
of the present permission and crossing that exists at the junction of Chequers Lane and Hitchin 
Road which will be closed.  
 
The Parish Council in their planning response had asked for a condition to be made that the 
dropped kerb for the existing access onto the Chequers Lane junction be reinstated as a raised 
kerb, to help as a traffic calming measure for drivers coming into Chequers Lane.  Councillor 
David Barnard had also requested the same, however it hasn’t been listed as a condition in 
the planning approval. 
 
Councillor Trinder and the Chairman met with Derek Jerrard from Ringway, and David Bean 
the Highways Locality Officer for Herts County Council to view the site, and they agreed that 
the kerb should be reinstated.   However, David Bean has since emailed that HCC as the 
Highway Authority had already identified that reinstatement of the kerb would be a formal 
request on the applicants. 
 
 
11)  Cricket Club Representation 
 
11.1 Invite: Councillor Burleigh extended an invitation to the residents of Preston to the 
Regional Final of the National Cup, being held at Preston Cricket Club on Sunday 10th June. 
 
11.2 Damage to the Cricket Pitch: The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been in 
contact with Paul Constantinidi regarding the repairs needed to the cricket outfield after 
installation of a swimming pool at an address nearby. The Chairman had then contacted the 
resident of the house who regretted the damage and who made a generous donation to the 
Cricket Club to cover their costs. 
 
 
12) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
12.1: Charlton Road Hill: Emergency repairs were done on Friday 20 April. Highways were 
provided with the registration number of the lorry which caused the damage so they will 
contact the company to claim back the amount it cost. Recent thunderstorms have resulted 
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in all the infill being washed out so Councillor Trinder has contacted Ringway about this but 
has not received a reply yet. 
 
12.2: Back Lane: Anglian Water and Affinity Water have both been out and it is not a water 
leak, either fresh or waste water. Councillor Trinder has been in touch with Ringway and it has 
been agreed that this work is a Highways issue and it will be undertaken in the Autumn. The 
verge will be reinstated and the carriageway repaired. The road closure application takes 3 
months and has been submitted. 
 
 
13) Parish Paths Partnership:   
 
13.1: P3 Grant: The grant of £1000 has now been received by the Parish Council.  Councillor 
Clark has walked the suggested route and taken some photos to be included on the leaflet.  
She will be liaising with Isabel Crozier of the Countryside Management Team and the printers 
in order to take this further. 
 
13.2: Sunken Path: Councillor Drew raised the issue of a sunken pathway off St Albans 
Highway.  Councillor Clark will liaise with Tom Goldsmith about what can be done. 
 
13.3: Pathway next to school: Councillor Clark will check with Tom Goldsmith as to whether 
the maintenance of this pathway is definitely included in their works list.  
 
Action: Councillor Clark to liaise with the Countryside Management Team and the printers 
on the leaflet 
Action: Councillor Clark to speak to Tom Goldsmith regarding the sunken path and the 
pathway next to the school. 
 
 
14) GDPR Policy:  The Parish Council formally agreed the GDPR Policy and it was signed by 
the Chairman. 
 
 
15) Neighbourhood Plan:  Regulation 16 is now underway. This is organised by NHDC as they 
have to publicise the Plan. 
 
The Steering Group has been informed of some recent changes to procedure. Rather than the 
Regulation 16 comments going straight to the examiner, the advice now is that they should 
come back to the Steering Group so that they can comment, if appropriate. Councillor Trinder 
has contacted Clare Skeels to find out the NHDC view on this. It is possible that the Steering 
Group may need to seek advice on their response to the comments from the independent 
adviser so would like to ask the Parish Council if they would agree to half a day’s fees if 
required.  
 
The Parish Council agreed this request. 
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The total cost so far of producing the Neighbourhood Plan is £ 13,082.42, including VAT. The 
cost to the Parish Council is £2245.14 as grants totalling £9400 were received and the Parish 
Council can claim back VAT which was £1,698.96.  
 
The costs are low because the Steering Group have done as much of the work as possible 
themselves. The Independent Planning Consultant was used as a critical friend, rather than 
asking her to write large sections of the Plan.  Wally Steele’s IT skills meant that the production 
could be done “in-house”. If we had had to pay for this, the costs would have been 
considerably more. 
 
 
16) Chairman’s Report 
 
16.1 Field behind St Martin’s Church: The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been 
contacted by St Martin’s Church.  The Church is running out of burial space and have asked if 
the Parish Council would support their proposal of potentially buying an area of the field 
behind the Church.  The Parish Council currently rents the Millennium Playground for £100 a 
year from NHDC.   The area they have suggested is a small part of the field and is currently 
covered in brambles etc.  It was agreed that we would support this proposal should they take 
it further. 
 
16.2 Playground Inspections: The Chairman has visited Breachwood Green playground and 
taken photos of various signs in the area which he showed to the meeting.  Breachwood Green 
do not have any of the additional signs suggested after the recent playground inspections in 
Preston.   It was agreed that we should ask NHDC for signs regarding dog fouling as were 
shown in the photos.   
 
It was agreed that Councillor Clark will look for quotes to replace the rubber matting under 
the swings in both playground areas. 
 
Action: The Clerk to try to obtain the dog fouling posters.  
Action: Councillor Clark to obtain quotes to replace the rubber matting at the swings. 
 
 
17) Clerk’s Report 
 
17.1 Villages Meeting: The Clerk gave the Councillors details of a meeting being held in Lilley 
on the 8th June.  The meeting will be a discussion of all issues which affect residents in the 
villages. 
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18) Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

18.1: Total shown on financial summary: The audited accounts are correct, but as previously 

reported there is income not shown in the current account total above.  This is believed to be 

a precept payment and a grant payment from a previous financial year.  The Clerk will 

investigate this further and at the next meeting the financial summary will show the corrected 

figures. 

 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 6th June 2018

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 19th April 2018 4,207.85£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

19 April 2018 Zurich Municipal Insurance Payment 1,198.58£                    

24 April 2018 E.on - Electricity at the Pavilion 154.20£                        

24 April 2018 GovResources Independent Consultant - Missing VAT Payment 50.00£                          

02 May 2018 Clerks Wages (April) 397.28£                        

02 May 2018 Frank Gormill - Fixing Gatepost 109.68£                        

22 May 2018 Clerks Wages (May) 424.83£                        

22 May 2018 E.on - Electricity at the Pavilion 176.37£                        

22 May 2018 Frank Gormill - Supplies to fix gatepost 20.32£                          

2,531.26£                    

Monies received:

Date From

10 May 2018 SLCC Repayment 7.00£                            

16 May 2018 VAT Refund 2,758.27£                    

31 May 2018 Groundworks P3 Grant 1,000.00£                    

3,765.27£                    

Balance as at: 6th June 2018 5,441.86£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 19th April 2018 13,173.63£ 

Monies Received 

-£                              

Balance as at: 6th June 2018 13,173.63£ 

Total bank balances 18,615.49£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 261.68£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000 110.00£       

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£ 
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18.2 VAT Refund: The Clerk has applied for a VAT Refund of £2,758.27 which has been 

approved and is in the bank account.  This covers 2015/16 and 2016/2017. 

 

18.3 P3 Grant: This has been accepted and the grant of £1000 is in the bank account. 

 
18.4: Review of Internal Audit: The accounts for the year ended March 31 2018 have been 
audited by Mr Nick Broughton, the Parish Council’s internal auditor.  The Parish Council 
reviewed the internal audit, considering scope of the audit, the independence and 
competence of the auditor, their own responsibilities in respect of the financial controls of the 
Council, and the report of the internal auditor. The Parish Council is satisfied that the internal 
control has been both thorough and effective. 
 
18.5: Annual Return: The annual return for the year ended March 31 2018 was considered 
and approved by the Parish Council and parts 1 and 2 duly signed. 
 
18.6: Risk Assessments: The Parish Council considered the risk assessment schedule to ensure 
that everything was covered.  It was agreed that we will discuss when to carry out any 
additional Tree Inspection at a later date.  It was also agreed that before the Insurance is paid 
next year the Clerk will speak to other Insurers to ensure that we are getting a competitive 
package.  
 
The risk assessment schedule was signed by the Chairman. 
 
Action: The Clerk to look into Insurance providers before next year. 
Action: The Clerk to seek advice on how often tree inspections should be undertaken. 
 
 
19) Any Other Business:  
 
19.1: Dog Mess Bin: Councillor Clark asked if we could look into getting a dog bin installed at 
the end of the pathway next to the school.  The waste bin there is often over-flowing with 
rubbish as well as the dog mess bags.  It was agreed that Councillor Clark will liaise with NHDC 
about the installation of a dog mess bin. 
 
19.2: Village Hall Works 
 
At the Parish Council AGM it was suggested that the Parish Council could help the Village Hall 
Committee with repairs to the wall by finding some grant funding. The quote was sent to the 
Clerk but Councillor Trinder is looking into this matter because of her previous experience on 
grant applications. The quote is high: £1800 for the wall and £3400 for the patio.  
 
The Chairman and Councillor Trinder have looked at the work and are discussing with the 
village hall committee whether to replace the whole wall, rather than just the top course and 
the broken bricks which are in the bottom course.  This might be as quick as their original plan 
and will result in a better final outcome. They are also discussing the patio area.  The village 
hall committee has been asked to get three quotes for the work. 
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Councillor Trinder has looked into grant and funding options including unilateral undertakings. 
We have a total of £3187.62 in unilateral undertakings for Community Centres from a Minsden 
Farm barn conversion and the Castlefield houses. There is also a NHDC grant for £1500 which 
we could apply for. The Community Facilities Capital Project Funding Scheme is for rural village 
halls but the minimum amount which can be claimed is £10,000 and the total work is likely to 
be less than this. 
 
It was agreed that Councillor Trinder would liaise with the Village Hall committee and once 
quotes are available we will be able to decide which funding route to explore. 
 
Action: Councillor Clark to liaise with NHDC regarding a dog mess bin. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to liaise with the Village Hall Committee regarding quotes and 
funding. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Monday 16 July at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm. 


