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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 24 October 2018 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mrs J Clark 

  Mr D Drew 

  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 

  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
     
 
Ahead of the meeting Councillor Drew announced this would be his last meeting as he is 
standing down from the Parish Council.  It was agreed that Councillor Drew will tender his 
resignation formally via letter or email to the Chairman or the Clerk. The Clerk will then contact 
NHDC and start the process of filling the vacancy. 
 
 
1) Apologies 
 
County and District Councillor David Barnard, District Councillor Faye Frost and Parish 
Councillor Burleigh send their apologies.   
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 

 
4.1: Asset Register: Councillor Trinder and the Clerk have further discussed the assets and 
have worked out a value for them. They are awaiting a reply from Nick Broughton to find out 
if their system is acceptable. 
 
4.2: Trees on Butchers Lane:  There has been no further communication from the Pilkington 
Farm Partnership regarding the holly tree on Butchers Lane.  Councillor Trinder will chase a 
response.  The Clerk has contacted BT regarding the phone wires that are tangled in the 
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branches of trees along Butchers Lane.  They informed her that they cannot do anything about 
this until it causes an issue with phone connections. 
 
4.3: Glebe House Access: Councillor Trinder spoke to the Planning Officer about Glebe House 
and they have nothing to do with access arrangements. She then spoke to Mr Cherry and he 
agreed immediately that a formal arrangement should be put in place. He has also agreed to 
pay the Parish Council’s reasonable expenses.  His solicitors will do the bulk of the work and 
pass it on to the Parish Council’s solicitor for agreement. Steven Haynes of Foreman Laws in 
Hitchin will act on behalf of the Parish Council and Councillor Trinder is meeting him on 
November 5th to discuss the matter further. 
 
4.4: First Aid Course: The First Aid course was held on Monday 15 October and attended by 
14 people. On another occasion, we could invite families as children of 8+ are able to use 
defibrillators, and also invite parents of Preston Primary School pupils. 
 
The Head Teacher of Preston Primary School is looking into buying a defibrillator but hasn’t 
got enough funds. The Clerk and Councillor Trinder will look into grant options to support this 
purchase, bearing in mind that County Councillor David Barnard still has some money in his 
locality budget. 
 
4.4: Broken bench at the Millennium Playground: Councillor Clark has confirmed that she has 
removed the broken bench from the playground.  There are two concrete posts remaining for 
any new bench to be installed in the future. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact the Pilkington Farm Partnership regarding the Holly 
Tree on Butchers Lane. 
Action: Councillor Trinder and the Clerk to continue with the Asset Register. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to meet with Steven Haynes regarding the access at Glebe House. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Trinder to investigate grant options for the school to obtain 
a defibrillator.  
 
 
5) Comments from the Public 
 
Wally Steele informed Councillor Trinder that he thought the grass on The Green had been 
cut too short on Tuesday 16 October and was down to the earth. The Parish Council noted 
that this grass was cut after two days of heavy rain which will have affected the quality of 
the cut.                          
 
 
6) Police Update 
 
None. 
 
 
7) County and District Update 

 
The Clerk read out a message sent by Councillor David Barnard. 
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Councillor Barnard and Councillor Frost continue to work towards a perfect bin collection 
service. 
 
A Local Plan recommendation from the Inspector is imminent. 
 
The road improvement programme continues. 
 
Preston Nursery has received a grant through Councillor Barnard’s budget.  There are still 
limited funds in the budget if there is anything the Parish Council needs to apply for. 
 
 
8)  Planning Applications 
 
8.1 Preston Hill Farm: No decision has been made on this application as of yet. 
 
8.2 3 Crunnells Green: This application has been refused due to the height, form, scale 
materials and fenestration of the proposed dwelling are considered to be inappropriate to the 
Conservation Area and adjacent listed buildings in this semi-rural setting and would harm the 
character and appearance of the Preston Conservation Area and the wider setting to Crunnells 
Green Cottage. 
 
8.3 Hill Cottage: This application is for a Garden Room. The details were received after the 
September Parish Council meeting and with limited time for response. Councillor Drew and 
the Chairman, both living close to the proposed site, have each written letters as members of 
the public, both of them opposing the application.  The Planning Officer Ben Glover is coming 
out to have a look at the proposed site. 
 
8.4 Planning Application Notification: Councillor Trinder suggested that brief details of 
planning applications are put on the Parish Council section of the village website: reference 
number, brief outline and address and it would be straightforward for the Clerk to do. This 
was agreed by the Parish Council and will start on 1st November.  The Clerk will email the 
Parish Council database when a new application is posted online. Councillor Trinder will put a 
note about this in the November newsletter. 
 
 
9) Fruit and Vegetable Stall: Councillor Palmer has spoken to Jeff who runs the stall about the 
suggestions that the Parish Council made at the last meeting.  At present there doesn’t appear 
to be any more signage but Councillor Palmer will chase this up. 
 
At Sausagefest at the Red Lion on the 13th October Jeff was present at the stall and got to 
know some of the residents of the village.  He now delivers specifically to a couple of residents 
in the Village. 
 
Action: Councillor Palmer to liaise with the owners of the stall regarding the suggestions 
raised. 
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10) Cricket Club Representation 

 
10.1: Tree Quotes: The Clerk will chase quotes from Louis Harrington-Smith and Avalon for 
the work to be carried out at the back of 12 Chequers Lane. 
 
 
11) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
Although Councillor Trinder had been informed by Ringway that the work on the road going 
towards Ley Green would be undertaken in November, some of the potholes have already 
been filled in although the full works haven’t been done and the finish at this stage is not to 
the level we expected. The present works may be intended as a temporary fix.  Councillor 
Trinder will email Derek Jerrard about this. 
 
 
12) Parish Paths Partnership:   
 
12.1: Walks Leaflet: Councillor Clark had the finished printed leaflets to show the Parish 
Council.  She has also purchased two leaflet holders and it was agreed that one would be put 
on the noticeboard on the Green, and one on the shelf in the Red Lion near the menu. 
 
Councillor Clark showed the meeting the Waymarkers which have been purchased to place 
along the walk.  The Parish Council thanked Councillor Clark for her hard work organising the 
Leaflet and Waymarkers. 
 
The Clerk will pay both invoices for the Leaflet and the Waymarkers. 
 
Action: The Clerk to settle the invoices for the Walks Leaflet and Waymarkers. 
 
 
13) Neighbourhood Plan:  Some of the Steering Group attended a meeting with NHDC and 
received answers to some of their questions and policies which require amendment. The 
Steering Group are working through these but there are a number of changes which won’t be 
possible until the Inspector’s report on the proposed modifications of the Local Plan is 
available. 
 
The Steering Group were informed by NHDC on 15 October that the Inspector has asked the 
District Council to provide their comments on the recently published Household Projections, 
and whether they consider that these have a bearing on the North Herts Local Plan. Until the 
Inspector has received and reviewed the Council’s comments on the Household Projections 
he will not be in a position to decide on the next steps in the examination.  
 
NHDC intend to submit their comments by the end of October.  A note from the Inspector on 
the next steps in the examination will follow the submission of the Council’s comments. 
 
 
 
 



 

October 2018 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

14) Chairman’s Report 
 
14.1: Royal Mail Scam Information: The Chairman has put the leaflet up in the Red Lion. 
 
14.2: Burial Plot: The Chairman called NHDC to investigate how to proceed with this matter.  
He spoke to Estates Surveyor Chris Robson who came out to Church Meadow and met with 
The Chairman and Meta Reeves and was helpful and positive.  He can see the logic in the 
proposal and stated that if the Church runs out of burial plots then it would become a Closed 
Church Ground.  It would then be the responsibility of the local District Council to organise 
another plot.  It is therefore in everyone’s best interests to plan ahead.  It is estimated that 
the proposed extension of the Burial Plot would last at least 50 years. 
 
Following the meeting the Chairman had an email from Chris Robson with a list of 9 questions 
that will need to be completed before we can proceed.  The Chairman has passed the email 
on to Hugh Reeves as it will be the Church that needs to answer the questions.   
 
Chris Robson won’t present the proposal to his superiors until the Local Plan has been finalised. 
 
14.3: Bassett Hounds: The Chairman had a call from a resident in Chequers Lane regarding an 
incident he had with the Bassett Hounds.  He was walking one Saturday morning and the 
Bassetts were returning home and vigorously jumped up at him.  The Chairman has spoken to 
both sides and raised the issue with the owners of the basset hounds.  A similar incident that 
occurred some time ago has since come to light.  It was agreed that the Parish Council will not 
be doing anything further about this incident. 
 
14.4: MP Bim Afolami: The Chairman attended the Red Lion on the evening that MP Bim 
Afolami was hosting a meet and greet session.  He spent about 15 mins speaking with Bim 
who was very positive on hearing that the Village have been working on a Neighbourhood 
Plan.  The MP also stated that any major planning for Luton Airport cannot now be decided by 
Luton Council, it has to be called in by the Secretary of State. 
 
14.5: Ladacan: The Chairman attended the informative Ladacan meeting held last month in 
the Village Hall.  Ladacan are keen for the Parish Council to become members at a cost of £10 
per year.   
 
 
15) Clerk’s Report 
 
The Clerk raised the issue of opening a Parish Council Facebook Page.  Many Parish Councils 
have them and it may be another way of getting information to the residents of Preston, in 
addition to the database.  It was agreed we would trial this as a closed page that residents 
have to request to join.  The Clerk will manage the page and moderate any input from 
residents.   
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16) Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

16.1: Amended Spreadsheet: As agreed at the last meeting the Clerk has written off the 

discrepancy of £141 and formally restated the correct balances. 

 
16.2: Precept:  The Clerk has had a letter regarding asking the Parish Council to consider our 
precept for next year.  It was agreed that this would be discussed in the December meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 24 October 2018

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 18th September 2018 10,597.27£ 

Formally reinstated balance as at 23/10/18 10,456.27£ 

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

29 September 2018 Clerk Wages - September 237.38£                        

24 October 2018 Margaret Trinder - Expenses 23.98£                          

24 October 2018 Clerk Wages - October 255.47£                        

24 October 2018 PMA - Walks Leaflet design and printing (£1000 from grant) 1,080.00£                    

24 October 2018 Metrosigns 2000 - Waymarkers for the Village Walk 162.00£                        

24 October 2018 Grassing Cutting at St Martins Church 450.00£                        

2,208.83£                    

Monies received:

Date From

-£                              

Balance as at: 24th October 2018 8,247.44£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 24th October 2018 13,173.63£ 

Monies Received 

-£                              

Balance as at: 24th October 2018 13,173.63£ 

Total bank balances 21,421.07£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000 110.00£       

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£ 
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17) Any Other Business:  
 
17.1: Councillor David Drew: The Chairman extended his thanks to Councillor Drew for all his 
years as a Parish Councillor, and all the work he has put in.  He especially thanked him for his 
successful efforts in bringing Fibre Broadband to Preston, efforts which had included a 
meeting in the village with the BT Chairman.  The solution eventually achieved was adopted 
by BT as a model for rolling out fibre broadband to many other small villages across the UK. 
 
17.2: Church Toilet and Kitchen: The Parish Council have had a copy of the letter seeking 
donations towards the sum required for this work.  It was discussed whether or not Parish 
Councils have the discretion to donate a sum to such a fund.  All Councillors will consider the 
subject ahead of the next meeting when it will be discussed again.  
 
 
18) Date and Time of next Meeting: Monday 10 December at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.25pm. 
 
 


