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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 24th April 2019 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
          Miss A Marshall 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mr P Constantinidi  
  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
  Mr B Waters 
     
 
1) Apologies 
 
None 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 
4.2: Defibrillator grant application: The Clerk confirmed that the Primary School PSA have 
not yet submitted the application for a grant for a defibrillator but will do so for the next 
round of grants.   
 
Councillor Trinder reported that she had been in contact with Maggie Hackney who runs the 
defibrillator scheme in Hitchin. Her team may be able to contribute towards the cost but we 
need to have raised some of the money first. 
 

4.3: Trees in Church Meadow: Councillor Trinder reported that Preston Trust is considering 
contributing to the annual pruning costs but haven’t made a final decision yet.  
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4.3: Village Hall Works: Councillor Trinder reported that the application for section 106 
funding for the disabled access at the village hall is being processed by NHDC. She has asked 
if we can have all the available funding towards the remainder of the planned work as the 
disabled access won’t take the whole amount.  The meeting agreed with this.   
 
4.4: Ladacan Membership: The Clerk asked the meeting if they would agree to a £20 
membership fee to Ladacan.  This is the cost for a community group rather than £10 for an 
individual.  It was agreed that the Clerk could continue with the application. 
 
Action: The Clerk to finalise the Ladacan membership for the Parish Council. 
 

 
5) Comments from the Public 
 
5.1: Visitors to Preston: Mr Brian Waters attended the meeting and raised the issue of 
managing visitors to Preston for walks etc.  On nice weekends, and when the bluebells are 
out for example, visitors to the village increase hugely.  This causes an issue in regards to 
parking in the village, and people walking / cycling in areas that they shouldn’t.  Walkers and 
cyclists specifically cut across the Recreation Ground and enter Wain Wood through an 
entrance behind the Pavilion.  Kings Walden Estate gave permission to the Cricket Club to 
use this gateway to dispose of grass cuttings.  This isn’t a Public Footpath although it is 
sometimes used as such.  It was agreed that Councillor Clark will meet with Kings Walden 
Estate to discuss the issue and how to deal with it moving forward.  
 
Action: Councillor Clark to liaise with Kings Walden Estate regarding walkers in Wain Wood 
 
 
6)  Police Update: None 
 
 
7) County and District Update: None 
 
 
8)  Planning Applications 
 
8.1: Preston Hill Farm: There has not been a decision as of yet.  The Chairman informed the 
meeting that Hertfordshire Highways have responded to the application recommending that 
passing points are installed as part of the conditions, and left long-term.  They have also 
recommended a condition that school pick up and drop off times are avoided for delivery of 
materials and other construction traffic etc. 
 
8.2: 8 Castlefield: This application has been awarded Conditional Permission. 
 
8.3: Coach House, Poynders End: There has not been a decision made as of yet. 
 

8.4: 5 Chequers Lane: An email has been received from Heather Lai of NHDC Planning 
Department.  She has asked if Preston Parish Council would withdraw our objection if the 
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wood cladding was changed to brick and the extension was set back by 30cm from the front 
elevation.  The meeting was in agreement with these terms. 
 
8.5: Barn adjacent to Dower House: This application is for a single storey side and rear 
extensions, associated external alterations of and demolition to curtilage-listed barn to 
facilitate its conversion to a single dwelling. Change of use of land to form residential garden 
land and car parking area.  There is also a Listed Building application.  The meeting was in 
agreement that we should support this application. 
 
8.6: Spindle Cottage: Works have begun on the rear extension at this property.  The 
Contractors contacted the Chairman to ask if they could put up hoarding to secure the site.  
The Chairman after consulting the Cricket Club agreed that this could be put in place. 
 
Action: The Clerk to respond to Heather Lai in regards to 5 Chequers Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to send a letter of support for the Barn adjacent to Dower House. 
 

 
9) Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1: Bob Welch: Mr Paul Constantinidi informed the meeting that Bob Welch has retired 
from cutting the outfield at the Recreation Ground.  He has carried out this task for a great 
number of years and the Cricket Club is very grateful.  Calum Blair and Louis Harrington-
Smith have taken over the grass cutting. 
 
9.2: Fencing: Mr Constantinidi stated that the fence around the storage shed at the 
Recreation Ground was weak and a new fence post was needed.  They need additional 
storage so intend to clear a space in which they can install a container within the compound. 
They would like the fence post to be removed so the container can be unloaded, then the 
new fence post installed. It won’t be possible to unload the container without removing the 
fence post. Councillor Trinder will ask Frank Gormill to quote for replacing the fence post. 
 
9.3: Shutters: Councillor Trinder reported that she and the Clerk had had an exchange of 
emails with the cricket club regarding one of the shutters on the pavilion which isn’t 
working. A firm in Hitchin has quoted for the repair:  
 

The call out charge will be £120 + VAT to repair the shutter.  This covers the initial hour, if 
further time is required, then this will be charged at £50 per hour thereafter.  If a motor is 
required, the cost of this will be £260 + VAT. 
 

The Parish Council agreed that this repair should be carried out. Councillor Trinder will 
inform the Cricket Club. 
 
9.4: Attempted Break-ins / Thefts: Mr Constantinidi informed the meeting that they have 
had a couple of thefts from the Recreation Ground.  Sponsorship signs have been stolen and 
not recovered, and there has been an attempted break in to the storage shed. 
 
9.5: PAT Testing: Councillor Trinder reported that the PAT testing has been undertaken at 
the pavilion at a cost of £65.   
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Action: The Clerk to organise a card of thanks to be sent to Bob Welch for his many years 
of grass cutting 
Action: Councillor Trinder to ask the Cricket Club to organise the repair to the shutter. 
Action: The Clerk will settle the invoice for the PAT Testing. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to ask Frank Gormill to quote for replacing the fence post at the 
storage shed 
 

10) Hertfordshire Highways Update:  
 
Councillor Trinder and the Clerk met Derek Jerrard from Ringway and Zain Iqbal, our 
Highways Locality Officer on Monday 1 April to look at issues in Preston. 
 

10.1: Butchers Lane: Verge hardening and grasscrete was suggested on all 4 corners with a 
higher grass section. David Barnard will fund this but we haven’t received any dates yet and 
the work will not necessarily be undertaken this financial year. Seventy per cent of Highways 
budgets have to be earmarked for projects by the start of the financial year so there is not 
much flexibility. 
 
10.2: Preston Hill Farm Road: This was looked at because of the recent planning application. 
Derek Jerrard suggested regular photos before, during and after the process. If they were a 
condition of planning consent, passing places would have to be installed at the cost of the 
landowner. It is noted that this meeting was after the HCC response to the planning 
application was submitted.  (See item 8.1) 
 
10.3: Moving 30mph sign on Hitchin Road: Zain Iqbal is looking into this. The Dower House 
development will create extra traffic and the recent accident was brought to his attention, 
hoping that this may help to get the sign moved.  
 
10.4: New school sign at Crunnells Green Road: This was agreed and a new one will be put 
up at the end of Back Lane to replace the broken one there at present. 
 
10.5: Erosion of highway on Charlton Road: Derek Jerrard agreed to look at this and on 
Thursday 18 April all the potholes and eroded areas were filled in from Charlton to the 
junction with Chequers Lane and Butchers Lane. 
 
10.6: Templars Lane Road Surface: Councillor Trinder wrote to Settle, formerly North Herts 
Homes and Howard Cottage Housing Association on 11 March about the state of this 
surface.  She has received replies from both organisations. Settle have selected a contractor 
and will let Councillor Trinder know when they will undertake the work. 
 
 
11) Parish Paths Partnership  
 
11.1: Wain Wood: Following discussion earlier in the meeting (see Section 5.1) it was agreed 
that Councillor Clark will organise a meeting with Kings Walden representatives Tom Duffin 
(Estate Manager) and Ross Lathane (Head Keeper) to discuss the way forward in regards to 
Wain Wood. 
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Action: Councillor Clark to organise a meeting with Kings Walden Estate. 
 
 
12) Neighbourhood Plan 
 
12.1 Regulation 16: Councillor Trinder reported that the Regulation 16 consultation ends 
tomorrow, 25 April. NHDC will collate the comments then liaise with the Steering Group to 
appoint an examiner. 
  

12.2 Malcolm Gomm: Councillor Trinder informed the Parish Council that Malcolm Gomm, a 
member of the Steering Group had died on 8th April 
 
 
13) Chairman’s Report 
 
Nothing further to report.  
 
 
14) Clerk’s Report 
 
14.1: Grass Cutting: The Clerk informed the Council that Greenwoods Contracting had pulled 
out of the grass-cutting in Preston, it wasn’t economically viable for him to continue.  The 
Clerk has spoken to another contractor R J Dawes who is happy to take Preston’s grass 
cutting on as part of his current rounds.  He already carries out grass cutting for surrounding 
Parish Councils.  His quote is: 
 
Mowing and strimming to boundaries and obstacles at Preston green and play area at 
fortnightly intervals £80 + VAT per cut. 
Strimming longer grass area next to play area as required £25+VAT per cut.  
 
The Parish Council agreed to go ahead with R J Dawes. 
 
Councillor Stark asked the Clerk to ensure that the grass was freshly cut for the Open 
Gardens event.              
 
Action: The Clerk to accept the quote from R J Dawes and request the grass cutting ready 
for the Open Gardens 
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15) Treasurer’s Report 
 
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 24th April 2019

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 6th March 4,531.27£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

26 March 2019 Clerks Wages 311.66£                        

02 April 2019 Ramerick Nurseries - Fruit Tree Work 534.00£                        

24 April 2019 Clerks Wages 297.57£                        

1,143.23£                    

Monies received:

Date From

10 April 2019 NHDC - April Precept Payment 3,300.00£                    

3,300.00£                    

Balance as at: 24th April 2019 6,688.04£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 6th March 2019 13,173.63£ 

Monies Received 

-£                              

Balance as at: 24th April 2019 13,173.63£ 

Total bank balances 19,861.67£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000 58.08£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£  
 
15.1: Budget: The Clerk has completed the budget for 2019/20.  So far only one payment has 
been made in this financial year.  Each meeting the Clerk will show an updated budget to the 
Council so that we can monitor spending and base next year’s precept request on our 
expenditure. 
 
15.2: PAT Testing Payment: The Clerk asked for authorisation to pay the PAT Testing invoice 
to S Jennings, the amount is £65.  It was agreed the Clerk could make the payment. 
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15.3: Zurich Insurance Payment: The Clerk asked for authorisation to pay Zurich Municipal 

£1,224.06 for the next year’s insurance.  It was agreed the Clerk could make the payment. 
  
Action: The Clerk to make payments to S Jennings and Zurich Municipal 
 
 
16) Parish Council Policies 
 
The Clerk had sent the current policies around to the members of the Council ahead of the 
meeting with amended dates.  These policies were agreed by the Councillors. 
 
 
17) Parish Council Home Page 
 
This had been circulated to Parish Councillors in advance of the meeting. The format and 
pictures were agreed and the text with the addition of: The Parish Council apply for 
appropriate grants when they are available and if they meet the criteria to the paragraph 
about funding. Councillor Trinder will organise this amendment and ask for the page to go 
live. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to arrange for Wally Steele to make the amendment to the 
Parish Council home page. 
 
 
18) Pond: Max Boreham has carried out a quick tidy of the pond in the last week, we will 
look again at what needs to happen with the pond in the Autumn.  Councillor Clark was 
informed by Max that there is an overflow pipe with a cap, should there be any flooding we 
should contact him.  Councillor Trinder will look back on past minutes regarding the overflow 
cap. 
 
 
19) Any Other Business:  
 
19.1: Chair and Vice Chair:  It was agreed unanimously that Mr John Healey will be re-
elected for Chairman for one last year at the May AGM.  It was also unanimously agreed that 
Councillor Trinder will be elected as Vice-Chairman, with the view to step up as Chairman in 
a year’s time. 
 
19.2: Village Day: Councillor Trinder informed the Parish Council that Wally Steele had been 
in contact about the arrangements for Village Day. It was agreed that the Parish Council 
would run a Bottle Tombola again. 
 
19.3: Fly tipping: Councillor Trinder reported that during the litter pick organised by Preston 
Trust, four items of fly tipping were found. Two had information so that the culprits could be 
found and issued with enforcement orders. One is builders’ rubble at Tatmore Hills which 
has been there for some time. This will be removed when NHDC go round the District with a 
grab lorry. There is also builders’ rubble fly tipped further in on Tatmore Hills Lane which is 
too far away from the verge to be collected by NHDC. However, they will provide a quote to 
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Preston Trust for its removal. Preston Trust would like to ask the Parish Council to split the 
cost 50:50. The Parish Council agreed to this request and Councillor Trinder will inform Wally 
Steele of this decision. 
 
19.4: The Green: During the litter pick, Preston Trust cleared the branches on The Green and 
chipped them.  Some of members of the Trust are concerned that the grass was cut too 
short at the end of last year and that it is in a poor state. They have asked Councillor Trinder 
to bring their concerns to the Parish Council. The Clerk has already discussed the end of 
season grass cutting with the new contractor. The Parish Council noted that the number of 
trees and children playing will have an effect on the condition of the grass. 
 
19.5: The Well: Councillor Trinder reported that Wally Steele was willing to remove ivy and 
cotoneaster from the well if the Parish Council would like him to. The Chairman reported 
that he had sprayed the ivy which should be dying off but that the Parish Council would be 
grateful if Wally Steele could remove the cotoneaster. Councillor Trinder will inform him of 
this decision. 
 
19.6: Tree on Chequers Lane: There is a tree on Chequers Lane on the section of land owned 
by Settle which has a large hole near the base of the trunk. It was agreed that Councillor 
Trinder would contact Settle and ask them to take appropriate action to ensure that the tree 
is safe. 
 
19.7: Noise Monitoring Device: This has recently appeared near the pond and there is no 
indication as to why and for how long it will be there. It was agreed that Councillor Trinder 
would contact the number displayed on the device to find out more about it and why it had 
been installed without contacting the Parish Council. 
 
19.8: Broken Bench: Councillor Palmer informed the meeting that there was a broken bench 
near the Church.  She will take photos and email them to the Council so that a decision can 
be made as to what needs to be done. 
 
19.9: Walks Leaflet: Councillor Clark asked if the Preston Walks leaflet could be put onto the 
village website to be downloaded by anyone interested in walking in Preston.  The Clerk will 
organise it being added on to the website. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Wally Steele about: Village Day, Fly Tipping, The 
Green and the Well. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Settle regarding the tree on Chequers Lane. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to make enquiries about the noise monitoring device near the 
pond. 
Action: Councillor Palmer to take photos of the broken bench and email them to the 
Council 
Action: The Clerk to organise the Walks Leaflet to be uploaded onto the Preston Village 
website. 
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20) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 5th June at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.  


