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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 5 June 2019 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
  Miss A Marshall 
  Mrs S Palmer 
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance  Mr P Constantinidi 
  Mr T Duffin 
  District Councillor Faye Frost 
  Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
     
 
1) Apologies 
 
None 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
Please refer to item 18.5.  
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 
4.1: Village Hall Works: Councillor Trinder reported that NHDC had agreed to the application 
to release unilateral undertakings (Section 106 monies) for the disabled access at the village 
hall. The sum of £3190.59 will go into the Parish Council bank account on Thursday 6 June. As 
the Village Hall Committee have organised the work, it was agreed that the Parish Council will 
pay the whole amount to them to pay for the work. 
 
NHDC want to come and see the work once completed. Councillor Trinder will liaise with the 
Village Hall Committee on this. 
 

4.2: The Well: Wally Steele is working on the ivy and cotoneaster at the Well. There are no 
signs of re-growth. 
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4.3: Tree on Chequers Lane: Settle has agreed to remove the damaged tree and to replace it 
with a new one. 
 
 
5) Minutes of the AGM  
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
6) Matters arising from AGM Minutes 
 
None 
 
 
7) Comments from the Public 
 
None 
 
 
8) Police Update 
 
None 
 
 
9) County and District Update 
 
9.1: Local Election Results: District Councillor Faye Frost provided the meeting with further 
details following the Local Elections results, in that the Conservative Party had lost majority 
control of the local area.  Although they are still the largest party represented, Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats have formed a coalition which gives them control.  The leader of the 
coalition is Councillor Martin Stears-Handscomb.  The Conservative Party have retained the 
Chair of Scrutiny, and Sport North Herts. 
 
9.2: Refuse Collection: Councillor Frost reminded the meeting that payment for the brown 
bins won’t be taken until August which the meeting welcomed, giving a three-month 
extension to make up for the below standard start to the service.  She also stated that there 
have been complaints about the brown caddys being damaged by Urbaser, this is backed up 
by the increase in costs for replacements being seen by NHDC. 
 
9.3: Grants: Grants have been reset for another year for Southern Rural, the Parish Council 
cannot apply directly for this funding but groups within Preston can e.g. the Cricket Club or 
the PSA at the school. 
 
9.4: Preston Hill Farm Planning Application: Councillor Frost confirmed that she is fully 
supportive of the request for passing points on the road leading to the Preston Hill site.  It has 
been requested as a condition by Herts Highways.  
 
District Councillor Frost left the meeting. 
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10)  Planning Applications 
 
10.1: Preston Hill Farm: Awaiting a decision. 
 
10.2: 1-2 Hitchwood Cottages:  Conditional Permission and consent has been granted. 
 
10.3: 5 Chequers Lane: Conditional Permission and consent has been granted. 
 
10.4: Barn adjacent to Dower House: Awaiting a decision. 
 
10.5: The Hollies:  Conditional Permission and consent has been granted. 
 
10.6: Glebe House Access: Steven Haynes of Foreman Law has found out the relevant 
information and has been paid for his work by Mr Mark Cherry via his solicitor. 
 
Councillor Trinder reported that the land in question was registered as village green following 
an application from the Parish Council in 1967, under the Commons Registration Act 1965. It 
still appears on local records as village green. The nearest we can get as to actual ownership 
is, given that the Council applied for registration of the Land as Village Green in 1967, the 
Council might have assumed they were the owner in 1967 and they assume they own it now.  
 
Village Greens are covered by two Victorian Acts in 1857 and 1876 which make it an offence 
to damage or encroach upon a village green or to interrupt its use or enjoyment for recreation.  
The Victorian Acts do not allow for the landowner to regularise any of these activities by 
granting consent.  Creating the new access and a road surface will not be beneficial to 
recreational use and to do so would be a breach of the Victorian Acts which is a criminal 
offence. 
 
Section 16 of the Commons Act 2006 is the only solution which has been agreed by both 
solicitors and Mark Cherry, which is that an application needs to be made to the Secretary of 
State to de-register this particular piece of land. This has to be made by the Parish Council. 
Although the land in question is very small, it is subject to the same rules as any other village 
green whatever the size. 
 
The Parish Council authorised Councillor Trinder to complete the application on their behalf 
and sign the form 
 
 
11)  Cricket Club Representation 
 
11.1: New posts round the shed: This quote from Frank Gormill is £330 for parts and labour. 
The Parish Council agreed this amount. 
 

11.2: Roller Shutters: Although at the last meeting we had agreed to repair the broken 
shutter, the company have since said they couldn’t repair it and quoted £4420 to replace them 
all or £1350 for the broken one.  
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For this higher level of expenditure the Parish Council is obliged to obtain further quotes.  In 
consultation with the Chairman, three email quotes have been obtained and in addition two 
site inspection visits have taken place on 22 May and 5 June with the Chairman and Councillor 
Trinder being present on each occasion.  Both of these companies said that the shutters didn’t 
need to be replaced but should be serviced. This would include re-setting the limits if required. 
Their inspections were restricted because the motors and main workings are concealed 
behind the steel canopy at the top of each shutter, and the canopies are secured by many 
metal rivets which were fixed in place when the shutters were originally installed.  The rivets 
will be drilled out for the servicing and maintenance work and a fuller inspection will be made.  
Any additional work identified during the inspections and servicing would be the subject of a 
separate quotation. 
 
Royal Doors quoted £295 and could attend within 3-5 days and First Choice quoted £690 and 
could attend within 7 – 10 days. Although the shutters are 20 years old, they are not used all 
the time but have apparently not been previously serviced. 
 
Following discussion, it was decided that Royal Doors would be asked to service the shutters 
and to undertake any additional work that was required. Councillor Burleigh did not agree 
with this decision because the first company were of the view that the shutters were unsafe.  
The Chairman invited Councillor Burleigh and any other members of the cricket club who were 
available to join him when the servicing takes place so that they could satisfy themselves 
about the safety of the shutters. 
 
It was agreed that Councillor Trinder would contact Royal Doors to arrange the service as soon 
as possible. 
 
11.3: Building work at Spindle Cottage: The Chairman informed the meeting that the 
architects had been in touch with him asking for permission to dig a narrow trench on the 
Recreation Ground alongside Spindle Cottage for a gas pipe to be fitted.  This was agreed to, 
provided that they ensure it is made good afterwards and the adjacent fence and gate posts 
are not disturbed or damaged. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to organise the service to the roller shutter doors as soon as 
possible. 
 
 
12) Hertfordshire Highways Update 
 
Councillor Trinder reported that we have a new Highways Locality Officer. She has emailed 
him to ask for an update on moving the 30mph sign on Hitchin Road. 
 
 
13) Parish Paths Partnership:   
 
13.1: Wain Wood: Councillor Clark informed the meeting that she had met with Tom Duffin 
and Ross Lathane of Kings Walden Estate to discuss the access in Wain Wood from the back 
of the Recreation Ground.  It has been agreed that this route through the wood that walkers 
have taken as an unofficial footpath should be made a Permissive Path.  To try to prevent 
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cyclists from using this route the Parish Council will look into putting a kissing gate in at the 
back of the Recreation Ground.  No cycling signs should be put up along the route also. 
 
13.2: Damaged Bollard: Councillor Clark has emailed Rights of Way at Hertfordshire County 
Council regarding a damaged bollard at the entrance to BW 015 Tatmore Hills bridleway.  This 
track had 3 metal post bollards across its width to stop unauthorised vehicular access and now 
it would appear that a grass verge cutting tractor has removed the right-hand post and thrown 
it in the hedge.  She is awaiting a response. 
 
 
14) Parish Council Code of Conduct:  The Parish Council formally agreed the Parish Council 
Code of Conduct. 
 
 
15) Neighbourhood Plan:  Councillor Trinder reported that she had received the link to the 
NHDC website with the Regulation 16 comments. There are 37 comments in total. These 
comments go to the Examiner with the Neighbourhood Plan. The Examiner may make 
modifications to the Plan. 
 
NHDC will provide the details of some examiners who are available. The Steering Group will 
be given details of three to choose from. It could take up to two months to appoint an 
examiner. The Examiner’s fees are paid for by NHDC. 
 
 
16) Chairman’s Report 
 
16.1: Luton Airport: The Chairman and Councillor Trinder have worked on a response 
objecting to a recent planning application: Application to vary condition 10 of planning 
permission 15/00950/VARCON for a temporary period (to the end of 2024) to enable the area 
enclosed by the 57dB(A) daytime noise contour to increase from 19.4 sq km to 23.4 sq km and 
the area enclosed by the 48dB(A) night time noise contour to increase from 37.2 sq km to 44.1 
sq km).  Preston Parish Council has submitted their objection to this application. 
 
 
17) Clerk’s Report 
 
None 
 



 

June 2019 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

18) Treasurer’s Report 
 

 
 

18.1: Review of Internal Audit: The accounts for the year ended March 31 2019 have been 

audited by Mr Nick Broughton, the Parish Council’s internal auditor.  The Parish Council 

reviewed the internal audit, considering scope of the audit, the independence and 

Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 5th June 2019

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 24th April 6,688.04£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

07 May 2019 E.on 106.97£                        

07 May 2019 S Jennings - PAT Testing 65.00£                          

07 May 2019 Zurich Insurance 1,224.06£                    

13 May 2019 NHDC - Refuse Collection 93.50£                          

13 May 2019 Kaspersky - Virus Protection for Council Laptop 44.99£                          

22 May 2019 Clerks Wages 293.25£                        

30 May 2019 E.on 95.05£                          

05 June 2019 R J Dawes - Grass Cutting 288.00£                        

05 June 2019 Kelvin Stark - Removal of Ivy 200.00£                        

2,410.82£                    

Monies received:

Date From

-£                              

Balance as at: 5th June 2019 4,277.22£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 24th April 2019 13,173.63£ 

Monies Received 

-£                              

Balance as at: 5th June 2019 13,173.63£ 

Total bank balances 17,450.85£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1000 58.08£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£ 
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competence of the auditor, their own responsibilities in respect of the financial controls of the 

Council, and the report of the internal auditor. The Parish Council is satisfied that the internal 

control has been both thorough and effective. 

 

18.1.1: Outstanding cheque: It was agreed that a cheque for £120 should be raised for 

Garden House Hospice to replace the one that wasn’t cashed in the 2017/2018 

financial year. 
 
18.2: Annual Return: The Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year ended 
March 31 2019 was considered and approved by the Parish Council and parts 1 and 2 duly 
signed. 
 
18.3: Risk Assessments: The Parish Council considered the risk assessment schedule to ensure 
that everything was covered.  It was agreed that we will discuss when to carry out an 
additional Tree Inspection at a later date.  It was also agreed that before the Insurance is paid 
next year the Clerk will speak to other Insurers to ensure that we are getting a competitive 
package.  
 
The risk assessment schedule was signed by the Chairman. 
 

18.3.1: Tree Survey: It was agreed that Councillor Clark will ask Louis Hamilton-Smith 
if a tree survey is something he could carry out for the Parish Council.  Councillor 
Palmer will ask Village Trees if they could quote for a tree survey also. 
 
18.3.2: Insurance Providers: It was agreed that before the insurance renewal next year 
that the Clerk will ask for quotes from other providers to ensure we are getting a good 
price. 
 

18.4: Internet Banking: Councillor Trinder raised the subject of internet banking for the Parish 
Council.  The Clerk agreed that we should go ahead with this and will visit Barclays Bank to 
start the process. 
 
18.5: Invoice Authorisations: The Clerk asked for authorisation to pay invoices to the 
following:  Kelvin Stark for removal of the ivy on the village side of the PHC wall, a total of 
£200; and to R.J Dawes for 3 cuts at the Village Green and Church Meadow, a total of £288.  It 
was agreed these invoices could be paid.  Councillor Stark declared an interest in this item as 
Kelvin Stark is her son. 
 
Action: The Clerk to raise a replacement cheque for Garden House Hospice. 
Action: Councillor Clark and Councillor Palmer to ask tree surgeons about quoting for a tree 
survey. 
Action: The Clerk to look into insurance providers before next year. 
Action: The Clerk to organise internet banking. 
Action: The Clerk to pay the agreed invoices. 
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19) Any Other Business:  
 
19.1: Phone mast: Councillor Trinder reported that it is expected that the phone mast will be 
connected by mid-July.  
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Thursday 11 July at 8 pm. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm. 


