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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 11th September 2019 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
          Miss A Marshall   
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance    Mrs F Frost (District Councillor)  

Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
       
 
1) Apologies 
 
Councillor Palmer and District Councillor David Barnard sent their apologies. 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 
4.1: Village Hall Works: These are now complete. Councillor Trinder reported that, because 
Section 106 funding was used, a representative from NHDC has to come and look at the 
work. She has organised this for Friday 18 October with herself and two members of the 
Village Hall committee. 
 
4.2: Overgrown hedges: The Clerk has written to Princess Helena College and Mrs Altham 
regarding the overgrown hedges.  As yet she is to receive a reply, however PHC has only 
been back from the holidays for a short while. 
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5) Comments from the Public 
 
5.1: Pond: Councillor Trinder reported that she had received an email from Chris Challans 
asking if the Parish Council would take steps to have the rosebay willow herb removed from 
around the pond.  
 
It was decided that maintenance of the pond would be organised in the spring before birds 
start nesting. Councillor Clark will contact Max Boreham about booking in this work. 
Councillor Trinder will inform Mrs Challans of this decision. 
 

5.2: Tree at 16 Chequers Lane: Councillor Trinder reported that she has been contacted by a 
member of the public about the tree on the verge outside 16 Chequers Lane which has some 
dead branches. It was agreed that the Chairman would look into what is involved in 
removing the dead wood, possibly with Kelvin Stark. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to inform Mrs Challans about the decision on the pond. 
Action: The Chairman to investigate the tree outside 16 Chequers Lane. 
 
 
6)  Police Update:  
 
None 
 
 
7) County and District Update:  
 
7.1: Fly Tipping: There has been less reported fly tipping recently.  However, Urbaser aren’t 
reacting well to reports that have been made.   
 
There has been a recent occurrence of fly-tipping in North Herts where evidence of the 
owner of the rubbish has been found, leading to prosecution.  All residents hiring anyone to 
take away waste should make sure that they ask to see a Waste Carriers Licence and that it 
specifies it covers work in the North Herts district.   
 
If any residents find any fly-tipping and there is evidence of where it originated then please 
photograph it, but leave it where it is.  It can then be used in evidence in any prosecution. 
 
7.2: Urbaser: Overall fewer bins are being missed but there are still many issues with 
Urbaser.  Brown bins are often reported as being missed, and brown caddies are often 
thrown across the road causing damage to them.  Any issues with Urbaser please contact 
Councillor Frost, as well as Urbaser, and she will escalate the complaint. 
 
7.3: East of Luton: Councillor Frost urges all residents to write to NHDC and the Executive 
Member for Planning asking them to remove east of Luton from the Local Plan following the 
Inspectors response.  Councillor Frost will email the Clerk details regarding this request, and 
this will be forwarded to all Councillors and the Parish Council database. 
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7.4: Grants: Councillor Frost reminded the Council that if there are any village groups or 
clubs that could benefit from a Grant then there is some money available.  The Clerk and 
Councillor Clark asked if the local Swimming Club that is based at Princess Helena College 
could apply.  Monies could possibly be used for training of lifeguards, repairing the pool 
cover etc.  It was agreed that this is an ideal group but they would require a Committee with 
a Constitution and accounts.  The Clerk and Councillor Clark will look into this with the 
Swimming Club. 
 
The Clerk will continue to liaise with the PSA at Preston Primary School regarding the 
application for a defibrillator. 
 
Action: The Clerk to circulate information on the East of Luton. 
Action: The Clerk and Councillor Clark to liaise with Preston Swimming Club regarding 
grant applications. 
 
 
8)  Planning Applications 
 
8.1: Barn adjacent to Dower House / Listed Building Consent for Dower House: Awaiting a 
decision on both applications. 
 
8.2: PHC Sports Pitches: Awaiting a decision. 
 
8.3: Vicar’s Grove: It was agreed that we would submit an updated letter of objection 
including the reasons we have previously used on past applications.  The Chairman will put 
together a response. 
 
8.4: Luton Airport: Our response has already been submitted for this, so although there has 
been an extension to the deadline for responses we do not need to do anything.  
 
Action: The Chairman to put together a response on Vicar’s Grove for the Clerk to submit. 
 

 
9) Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1: Locks: Councillor Burleigh informed the meeting that Oliver Russell has replaced the 
padlocked box which contains the key switch for the shutters at the front of the Pavilion.   
The internal switches for the shutters haven’t been fitted as yet.  Access will need to be 
arranged for Mr Russell to fit the switches.  Councillor Burleigh will give the Chairman the 
contact details of Oliver Russell in order that this can be arranged. 
 
9.2: Septic Tank: The tank was emptied last week, and we are awaiting an invoice for the 
amount of £130 for the work.  It was agreed that this should be carried out annually at the 
end of the season. 
 
9.3: Wasps Nest: A wasps’ nest was found at the Pavilion and removal was organised as a 
matter of urgency.  The invoice of £79 has been settled by the Parish Council. 
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9.4: Strip Lights: Councillor Burleigh has changed the strip lights in the Pavilion. 
 
9.5: Shutters: The shutters are fully fixed and in good working order now.  An invoice was 
sent incorrectly which the Chairman has agreed with Royal Industrial Doors will be cancelled.  
It has since been chased for payment.  The Chairman will email them explaining what had 
been agreed. 
 
9.6: Bin Collection: Councillor Burleigh will contact NDHC to cancel the bin collection until 
the start of the next season. 
 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to give the Chairman contact details for Oliver Russell. 
Action: The Chairman to liaise with Royal Industrial Doors regarding the cancelled invoice. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to cancel the bin collection with NDHC. 
 
 
10) Hertfordshire Highways Update:  
 
Councillor Trinder reported that one corner of the work on Back Lane has been completed 
but because of the depth required for installing the grasscrete, the kerb had to be moved 
slightly, making the road slightly wider. There have been several positive comments. 
 
The Chairman and Councillor Trinder met on site to review progress, and the following list of 
questions was sent to Ringway and the Highways Locality Officer.  

• Will there be the same issues for the depth for the grasscrete on the other corners?  

• On the right side of Butchers Lane, will the kerb be at the edge of the higher grass 
section? 

• Will the other two corners follow the existing kerbs? 

• How far along each road will the new kerb go?  

• Will the white lines be repainted and will they be in the same place as they are now? 

• Will a new road closure order be required for the remainder of the work? 

• When will the remaining work be done?  
 
Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that Derek Jerrard has replied to say that he and 
Graham Bury, the Highways Locality Officer are meeting to discuss these issues and will let 
her know the outcome as soon as possible. 
 
 
11) Parish Paths Partnership  
 
11.1: Wain Wood: Councillor Clark met again with Tom Duffin of Kings Walden Estate and 
Andrew Burton, the Senior Project Officer in the Countryside Rights of Way Team.  Moves to 
make the route from the back of the Recreation Ground into a Permissive Path are 
underway.  It is still unclear who will be financing any gates or maps.  
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12) Local Plan 
            
The next step on the Local Plan should have been the Inspector’s report going to NHDC, 
following which the Plan would have been made. Instead, NHDC received two letters, one on 
9 July and one on 9 August setting out what they have to do. They have 26 issues to address 
and the first step is to submit a timetable to the Inspector which they hope to do by the end 
of this week.  
 
After that, there will be more hearings, probably early next year, on: 
 

• Objective Assessment of Housing Need,  

• The Green Belt,  

• East of Luton  

• West of Stevenage  

• Villages for growth.  
 
It is now anticipated that the Local Plan will be made in September 2020.   
 
 
13) Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan is now at the Examination stage. The examiner’s role is to check 
that the Plan matches the NPPF and the policies of the Local Plan.  
 
The Steering Group received a clarification note from the Examiner, following his visit to 
Preston and have responded to his questions, including the question on the village boundary 
to which the Parish Council have also agreed.  They were able to comment on the 
representations and therefore added in the section 106 projects and said the CPRE transport 
suggestions were not viable options for Preston at the present time. They commented on 
some but not all of the representations. 
 
Because of the delay with the Local Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan no longer meets the basic 
conditions and this was raised by the Examiner who asked if the ability or otherwise of the 
Plan to meet the basic conditions had been considered. 
 
The Steering Group’s response acknowledged that because circumstances had changed with 
the Local Plan, the Neighbourhood Plan did not meet the basic conditions and that they 
would accept appropriate modifications to the Neighbourhood Plan to enable it to meet the 
basic conditions so that the Plan can move on to the next stage. 
 
A specific issue is the Green Belt which the Local Plan Inspector has flagged up as a concern 
and there will be a hearing on it. According to the NPPF, green belt boundaries have to be 
defined through Local Plans and so far the Inspector has neither accepted nor rejected the 
NHDC plans for proposed village boundaries. This means that the village boundary for 
Preston and putting the village within the Green Belt are still only proposals and dependent 
on formal approval of the Local Plan. 
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The Examiner also had questions for NHDC on the basic conditions and whether the plan 
could be made, given the situation with the Local Plan. 
 
NHDC have had to acknowledge that the Neighbourhood Plan isn’t in conformity with the 
Local Plan because the Green Belt is not confirmed. However, NHDC has decided that the 
Neighbourhood Plan is in conformity with the policies of the North Hertfordshire District 
Plan no 2 and the NPPF. This has enabled the District Council to inform the Examiner that the 
Neighbourhood Plan meets the basic conditions test, even though the Local Plan is not 
made. 
 
The next step in the process will be receiving the report from the Examiner. 
 
 
14) Broadband Issues 
 
The Chairman asked if anyone had been aware of issues in the village with broadband.  It 
was agreed that issues should be dealt with by individual households, and that there didn’t 
seem to be a general problem. 
 
 
15) Chairman’s Report 
 
None 
 
 
16) Clerk’s Report 
 
16.1: Public Meetings on Crime: Our local MP Bim Afolami has organised three public 
meetings on Crime.  The purpose of these events is to provide local residents with an 
opportunity to discuss crime locally and identify areas that they feel require more attention 
by the local police force. 
 
The dates and times are shown below: 
  

• 13th September 2019 (7-8.30pm) – The Sun Hotel, Hitchin 
• 17th September 2019 (7.30pm-9pm) – Kimpton Memorial Hall, Kimpton (Rural 

Crime) 
• 20th September (7-8.30pm) – Harpenden Town Hall, Harpenden 

            
It was agreed that this information should be sent to the Parish Council Database. 
 
16.2: Playground Inspections: The Clerk has organised the annual Playground Inspections.  
 
Action: The Clerk to email the Parish Council database details on the Crime Meetings. 
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17) Treasurer’s Report 
 
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 11th September 2019

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 11th July 2019 3,672.30£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

17th July 2019 NHDC - Refuse Collection 110.50£                        

19th July 2019 Royal Industrial Doors 954.00£                        

22nd July 2019 NHDC - Rent for Church Meadow 100.00£                        

3rd August 2019 Clerk Wages 298.69£                        

5th August 2019 Affinity Water - Pavilion 111.63£                        

5th August 2019 R J Dawes - Grass Cutting 192.00£                        

06 September 2019 E.on - Pavilion 224.43£                        

6th September 2019 John White - Wasp Nest Removal at the Pavilion 79.00£                          

11th September 2019 Clerk Wages 167.77£                        

11th September 2019 Chairman expenses - Shutter switches 138.28£                        

11th September 2019 Clerk Expenses - Paper, printer ink, stamps 54.88£                          

2,431.18£                    

Monies received:

Date From

15th July 2019 HMRC - VAT Repayment 407.49£                        

407.49£                        

Balance as at: 11th September 2019 1,648.61£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 11th July 2019 13,180.21£ 

Monies Received 

Balance as at: 11th September 2019 13,180.21£ 

Total bank balances 14,828.82£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1,000 58.08£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£  
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17.1: Precept: The September instalment of the precept will be paid into the Parish Council 
account in the next few days. 
 
 
18) Any Other Business:  
 
18.1: Phone Mast:  Councillor Trinder has been informed by Waldon Telecom that the site is 
operational for Telefonica customers (trading as O2).  The site has been operational since 17 
July. Councillor Trinder has been asked to let her contact know if O2 customers are noticing 
an improvement in coverage. 
 
Councillor Trinder was informed that if other operators did wish to share the site in future, 
they can make a request to Telefonica to install equipment on the tower. It was suggested 
that she advised residents to lobby their mobile phone providers in order to improve their 
coverage. 
 
It was agreed that Councillor Trinder would send a PNS message informing residents of the 
situation and asking any with O2 to let her know if their signal has improved. She will advise 
everyone else to lobby their provider to install equipment on the mast. She will also ask 
residents to let her know which provider they are with so that the Parish Council can also 
write to providers with evidence as to how many users there are in the village.  
 
The same message will be sent to the Parish Council database and will be included in the 
next newsletter. 
 

18.2: Hedge in Church Meadow: Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that the hedge on 
the Chequers Lane side of Church Meadow is very overgrown. It was agreed that the Clerk 
would contact the grass cutting contractor to ask if this was something he could do. She will 
also chase regarding strimming at Church Meadow and Back Lane. 
 
18.3: Graffiti: Councillor Clark has received a letter from the Police regarding the graffiti that 
was painted in Church Meadow over the summer.  There isn’t enough evidence to pursue 
this matter but it has been noted. 
 

Action: Councillor Trinder to contact residents about their mobile phone signals 
Action: The Clerk to liaise with R J Dawes regarding the hedge in Church Meadow. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 23rd October at 8 pm.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.00pm.  


