
October 2019 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Wednesday 23rd October 2019 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
          Miss A Marshall 
  Mrs S Palmer   
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder 
 
In Attendance    Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
       
 
1) Apologies 
 
District Councillor David Barnard sent his apologies. 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 
4.1: Tree at 16 Chequers Lane: The dead branches were removed by Steve Woodward 
without charge.  The Parish Council would like to record their thanks to him. 
 

4.2: Work on Back Lane: Councillor Trinder reported that she had inadvertently not 
informed the last meeting that as well as positive comments about the work, there was one 
adverse comment. She has agreed with the person concerned that this would be rectified in 
the matters arising section of this meeting.  There was some concern that because the road 
was slightly wider following the work it would affect the pinch points and the speed of traffic 
would increase. 
 

4.3: Mobile Phone Mast: Councillor Trinder reported that there had been a good response 
to her request to residents for information about their mobile phone signals. People with 02 
have a much improved service or a service where previously they didn’t have one.  
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Councillor Trinder has received replies to the letters sent to the CEOs of Vodafone and EE:  
 

• Vodafone said: We can confirm that Vodafone are not currently looking to expand 
their technology to cover the village of Preston at this moment in time. This is not to 
say that Vodafone technology will not be implemented in the village of Preston in the 
future. 

 

• EE said that they are looking into this with the EE network deployment team. They 
will come back to the Parish Council with a more detailed response after discussion 
with them. 

 
Councillor Trinder will inform local residents of these replies via PNS, the Parish Council 
Database and the newsletter.  
 

4.4: Hedge in Church Meadow: The Clerk has spoken to R J Dawes and he is happy to quote 
for this job.  The Clerk will follow this up.  
 
4.5: Hedges on School Lane: The hedges along School Lane have not been trimmed back as 
requested.  The Clerk will follow up with PHC and Mrs Altham regarding the requested 
hedge trimming along School Lane. 
 
4.6: Defibrillator Grant by PSA: Preston Primary School PSA is unsure if they want to submit 
an application for a defibrillator for the school.  They are concerned about ongoing 
maintenance costs.  The Clerk will speak to the Chair of the PSA to confirm this and decide 
whether to proceed. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to inform residents of the response from Vodafone and EE. 
Action: The Clerk to speak to R J Dawes regarding the hedge quote. 
Action: The Clerk to follow up with PHC and Mrs Altham regarding the hedges on School 
Lane. 
Action: The Clerk to speak to the Chair of the PSA regarding the grant application. 
 
 
5) Comments from the Public 
 
None 
 
 
6)  Police Update:  
 
None 
 
 
7) County and District Update:  
 
None 
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8)  Planning Applications 
 
8.1: Barn adjacent to Dower House / Listed Building Consent for Dower House: Awaiting a 
decision on both applications. 
 
8.2: Vicar’s Grove: A letter of objection has been submitted. 
 
8.3: Luton Airport Consultation: Luton Airport has opened a consultation on the future of 
the airport.  The public can have their say until the 16th December 2019.  Local consultation 
events are as follows: 
 

• Tuesday 5 November - Hitchin Town Hall, Brand Street, SG5 1HX.  2pm – 8pm 

• Wednesday 6 November - Whitwell New Fellowship Hall, 9 Bendish Lane, SG4 8HX.  

2pm – 8pm 

• Monday 25 November - Breachwood Green Village Hall, Chapel Road, SG4 8NX.  2pm 

– 8pm 

• Thursday 5 December - Arts and Leisure Centre, Lytton Way, Stevenage, SG1 1LZ. 

4pm – 8pm 

It was agreed that Councillors will look at the information and then a joint Parish Council 
response will be put together by Councillor Trinder. 
 
8.4: Application to de-register a section of village green: Councillor Trinder reported that 
the consultation period on this application was over.  The Open Spaces Society is of the view 
that the Parish Council doesn’t own the land and have asked the Planning Inspectorate to 
consider this when making their decision. The site visit will take place on Tuesday 25 
February.  
 
Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that if the application is successful and the piece of 
land can be de-registered, the next step is for the Parish Council to fulfil the requirements of 
the Local Government Act 1972. This means obtaining an independent and professional 
valuation of the land, agreeing an appropriate price with Mark Cherry and advertising the 
intention to dispose of the land for two consecutive weeks in The Comet. This enables any 
parishioners to enquire what the land is worth and what the Parish Council is receiving for it. 
 
Action: Councillors to look at the Luton Airport Consultation information. 
 

 
9) Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1: Replacement of shutter switches: It was agreed that replacement of the switches can 
now be left until the Spring.  It can be organised to be carried out at the same time as the 
PAT testing. 
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9.2: Cricket Club Licence and Maintenance Schedule: Councillor Trinder reported that the 
Cricket Club Licence and Maintenance Schedule are due for renewal next year and the 
Chairman had delegated liaison with the Cricket Club to her and the Clerk. Having met with 
the Chairman of the Cricket Club, she presented their proposals which he will put to the 
Cricket Club Committee next week. 
 
It was agreed that the licence fee would be increased to £10 per annum. Gate money was 
also discussed but as the properties affected have paid in advance for gate money for the 10 
years from 2014 to 2024, it will be reviewed when it becomes due for renewal.  The system 
on agreeing works was amended to match current practice. 
 
The amended Licence will be circulated to Parish Councillors for any further comment to be 
received by Monday 28 October. The updated Maintenance Schedule was amended and 
agreed.  
 
Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that she had agreed with the Chairman of the 
Cricket Club that they would mark out an area with one goal post for local youngsters to use 
during the winter months.  Doing this is included in the licence. 
 
Councillor Trinder reported that she and the Clerk were looking into the electricity bills to 
ensure that they are accurate. They will also look at best value and whether it would be 
appropriate to change provider.  
 
Councillor Trinder also reported that the Parish Council Insurance Policy needs to be 
reviewed to ensure that all our assets are correctly insured. She and the Clerk will work on 
this and next year will obtain quotes for three companies to confirm that Zurich is providing 
best value. 
 
9.3: Gutters:  Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that the gutters need cleaning out. 
Councillor Burleigh agreed that the Cricket Club could carry this out. 
 
9.4: Windows: The maintenance of the windows of the Pavilion is the responsibility of the 
Parish Council.  Councillor Trinder stated that the windows around the back have peeling 
paint and need repainting.  The cracked window also needs replacing.  Councillor Burleigh 
will chase the Cricket Club regarding the cracked window. 
 
9.5: Pavilion: The Cricket Club’s first team has moved up a league. If it was to move up to an 
even higher league, the Pavilion wouldn’t meet Championship Regulations.  It may need 
larger changing rooms, a proper Umpire room and a kitchen refit.  A possible upgrade to the 
Pavilion will need to be considered.   
 

Action: Councillor Trinder to circulate the revised Cricket Club Licence to Parish 
Councillors. 
Action: Councillor Trinder and the Clerk to ensure that electricity bills are accurate. 
Action: Councillor Trinder and the Clerk to review the Parish Council insurance policy. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to organise with the Cricket Club the cleaning of the gutters. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to liaise with the Cricket Club regarding the cracked window. 
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10) Hertfordshire Highways Update:  
 
10.1: Back Lane / Butchers Lane Junction: Councillor Trinder circulated diagrams of planned 
work at the crossroads and reported that funding for the remainder of the work has been 
confirmed by David Barnard from his Highways Locality Budget.  
 
The white lines have been restored on the corner where the work has been completed. 
There is additional hatching on the south west corner to the line of the old kerb line which 
has been extended past the pumping station to the national speed limit sign emphasise the 
narrowing of the carriageway at that point.   
 
The trial holes on the right-hand side of Butchers Lane did not find anything untoward so the 
grasscrete can go in. The plan is to keep the kerb line as it exists and the grasscrete will be 
installed behind the kerb. The kerb line will stay the same as it is now on the other two 
corners and the grasscrete will cover the verge areas that are damaged.      
 
The original road closure is in place, then Highways will have to apply for a permit to work 
from Hertfordshire County Council 3 months in advance of the works commencing.  Notice 
boards will go out 2 weeks before and residents will be letter dropped 1 week before the 
works commence.   
 
Councillor Trinder will contact the residents affected by this work.  
 

10.2: Preston Primary School sign at Crunnells Green:  This will go ahead but no indication 
as to exactly when has been provided. 
 

10.3: Road Closure on Hitchin Road: Councillor Trinder reported that permission has been 
given for a road closure on Hitchin Road from 18 November for utility work.  
 

Action: Councillor Trinder to contact residents affected by the work on the crossroads. 
 
 
11) Parish Paths Partnership  
 
11.1: Wain Wood: Councillor Clark informed the meeting that she has spoken to Tom Duffin 
and the deer fencing is due to be completed in the very near future.  The fencing is to 
protect the ‘soon to be’ coppiced hornbeam.  The reason for coppicing is to regenerate the 
trees and maintain a healthy crop. 
 
There is still no response from Andrew Burton (HCC Senior Project Officer) regarding the 
legalities of the permissive path, despite Tom Duffin chasing him. 
 
Pilkington Farm Partnership has put up a number of polite signs within Wain Wood 
indicating where the public footpath is.  This excludes the soon to be permissive path 
through the top of the wood. 
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There have been various instances of people having to be stopped walking into areas of 
private land away from the public path.   
 
It was agreed that The Clerk will liaise with David Barnard about the possibility of applying 
for a Locality Budget grant for a kissing gate for the back of the Recreation Ground into Wain 
Wood. 
 
Action: The Clerk to look into applying for the Locality Budget Grant. 
 
 
12) Local Plan 
            
The Examiner sent a long list of queries to NHDC in July and August. NHDC will respond to 
these by Friday 29 November. 
 
It was agreed that the Chairman would respond to the request by the District Councillors to 
write to NHDC asking for East of Luton to be removed from the Local Plan.  
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to email the Chairman points to raise on East of Luton. 
Action: The Chairman to respond on the behalf of the Parish Council on East of Luton. 
  
 
13) Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Councillor Trinder reported that this evening she had received the Examiner’s draft report 
on the Neighbourhood Plan for fact checking. This has to be done by the Steering Group as 
soon as possible. Once the final report is received representatives of the Steering Group will 
liaise with NHDC on the modifications to the Plan. NHDC prepare a report to go to Cabinet 
on 17 December and that meeting will decide if the Neighbourhood Plan can proceed to 
referendum. Councillor Trinder noted that the Examiner has recommended that referendum 
takes place provided that the modifications he has suggested are accepted. 
 
The Parish Council confirmed that they are happy to delegate this work to the Steering 
Group who have very tight timescales to meet.  
 
 
14) Trees 
 
14.1 Damaged tree on the Green: The Chairman showed photographs which illustrated the 
damage to the tree on The Green which was damaged on 19 September by a lorry on 
contract to BT Open Reach which had taken a wrong turning.  Immediate work was 
undertaken to make the tree safe. Subsequently the Chairman has received advice that the 
tree is best left alone to recover. The Parish Council agreed with this strategy. 
 
14.2 Dead Tree on Wastes of the Manor: The Chairman informed the meeting that Hugh 
Reeves had contacted him regarding a dead horse chestnut tree on the Wastes of the Manor 
next to his garden.  The branches over hang his garden.  He also has 2 poplar trees at the 
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back of his garden that he wants removed, and asked to have access to remove them over 
the Wastes of the Manor. 
 
It was agreed that temporary access for removal of the poplar trees should be granted. 
 
Three quotes for removal of the dead horse chestnut tree will be obtained. 
 
Action:  The Chairman to obtain quotes for the horse chestnut tree. 
 
 
15) Chairman’s Report 
 
The Parish Council agreed to go ahead with the purchase of a salt bin for the end of Charlton 
Road.    
 
 
16) Clerk’s Report 
 
None 
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17) Treasurer’s Report 
 
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 23rd October 2019

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 11th September 2019 1,648.61£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

26th September 2019 Clerk Wages 264.73£                      

8th October 2019 E.on 86.95£                         

8th October 2019 R J Dawes - Grass Cutting 192.00£                      

543.68£                      

Monies received:

Date From

12th September 2019 NHDC - September Precept Payment 3,300.00£                   

3,300.00£                   

Balance as at: 23rd October 2019 4,404.93£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 11th September 2019 13,180.21£ 

Monies Received 

Balance as at: 23rd October 2019 13,180.21£ 

Total bank balances 17,585.14£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1,000 58.08£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£  
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17.1: Budget: The Parish Council reviewed the budget for the 2019/2020 Financial Year. 
 
 
18) Any Other Business:  
 
18.1: Recreation Ground Hedge:  Councillor Clark will visit the Recreation Ground play area 
and trim back the hedge and brambles. 
 

18.2: Parking on the dropped kerb: Councillor Marshall raised the issue that some people 
are still parking on the dropped kerb outside the Red Lion Pub.  Not only does this make it 
difficult for anyone in a wheelchair / mobility scooter / with a pushchair but it also violates 
the Highway Code: 
 

• Section 243 
Do not stop or park 

o Where the kerb has been lowered to help wheelchair users. 

o Opposite or within 10 metres (32 Feet) of a junction. 

• Section 244 
Do not park partially or wholly on the pavement unless signs permit it.   

o Parking on the pavement can obstruct and seriously inconvenience 

pedestrians, people in wheelchairs or with visual impairment and people with 

prams or pushchairs.  

It was agreed that a polite sign will be put on the Fruit and Vegetable stall, and the Clerk will 
send out another message to the database. 
 

Action: Councillor Clark to trim the hedge at the play area on the Recreation Ground. 
Action: The Clerk to resend the email regarding parking on the dropped kerb. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Monday 9th December at 8 pm.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.  


