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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 9th December 2019 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mrs J Clark 
  Miss A Marshall 
  Mrs S Palmer   
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Vice Chairman) 
 
In Attendance    Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
       
 
1) Apologies 
 
Councillor Healey, Councillor Burleigh and District Councillor David Barnard sent their 
apologies.  In the Chairman’s absence Councillor Trinder chaired the meeting. 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Vice Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 

4.1: Dead Horse Chestnut Tree: This was cut down by Louis Harrington Smith and the wood 
left in an eco-pile. His was the cheapest quote at £200. The other quotes were from Ace of 
Trees at £700 and Maydencroft £360.  Consent from NHDC is not required for dead trees. 
 

4.2: Parking Notice: A more substantial notice is ready.  The Parish Council decided that a 
free-standing sign to the right of veg stall would be appropriate, as this makes the request 
not to park on the dropped kerb clear to everyone, not only village residents.  Councillor 
Trinder will contact Alison Jeffers, Chairman of Red Lion Board to ask for her agreement.   
 

4.3: Salt Bins: As agreed, the Chairman has organised a new salt bin at the junction at the 
top of Charlton Road. It is filled with salt. He has checked the other 5 existing salt bins in and 
around the village, cleaned some out that needed it and made sure all were topped up with 
salt and all have a shovel in them.  The Parish Council decided that they would not put a 
padlock on the new bin because it could freeze and prevent local residents using the salt.   
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Councillor Clark passed on the thanks of the residents who live on the corner by the new salt 
bin, they are very grateful for the installation. 
 

4.4: East of Luton: The Chairman has written to NHDC, as agreed, asking for East of Luton to 
be removed from the Local Plan, which he copied to our three district councillors.  He 
received an acknowledgement from Clare Strong saying that ‘there is more work to be done 
on the draft Local Plan following the Inspector’s questions. 
 
4.5: Electricity Meter at the Pavilion: The Clerk told the meeting that E.on have confirmed 
that the electricity meter at the Pavilion is a smart meter.  Readings are therefore sent 
automatically on a monthly basis.   
 
4.6: Hedges along school lane: Letters have been resent to PHC and Mrs Altham regarding 
the possibility of the hedges being cut back along School Lane. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to contact Alison Jeffers regarding the Parking Notice. 
 
 
5) Comments from the Public 
 
None 
 
 
6) Police Update:  
 
None 
 
 
7) County and District Update:  
 
District Councillor David Barnard sent the Clerk information to be read out in the meeting. 
 

• Council activity has been low, mainly because of the general election. 
 

• Luton Airport Expansion Consultation closes on 16th December. District Councillor 
David Barnard urges the Parish Council, and individuals to response with a strong 
reason for refusal. 

 

• NHDC has now responded to the Inspector’s questions around expansion of Luton 
around our villages. It is believed that it still promotes east of Luton to provide 2100 
houses.  A copy of this response hasn’t been able to be secured. Maybe a “Freedom 
of Information” request from the Parish would help. 

 
 
8) Planning Applications 
 
8.1: 3 Crunnells Green: It was agreed that the Parish Council would respond to this 
application saying that they had no objections but noting that there would be more impact 
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on the residents of Crunnells Green House with these plans. The Parish Council will also ask 
for conditions to be put on any consent so that deliveries do not take place at the start and 
end of the day for Preston Primary School and also that there should be fixed working times 
to reduce the effects of noise on the neighbours. Councillor Trinder will circulate a response 
to Parish Councillors. 
 
8.2: Land off Castlefield: It was noted that NHDC have placed a section 123 notice in The 
Comet as they wish to declare the land off Castlefield surplus to requirements. The decision 
will be made at the Cabinet meeting on 17th December. The Parish Council has asked for the 
decision to be postponed until the Local Plan is made when decisions on the Green Belt and 
the Settlement Boundary have been finalised. 
 
8.3: Luton Airport Consultation: The response, previously circulated, was agreed by Parish 
Councillors. The Clerk will submit this prior to the deadline. Councillor Trinder noted that this 
application will be decided by the Secretary of State with the outcome expected at the end 
of 2021 but that LLAL may submit planning applications for some elements locally next year. 
 
8.4: Luton Airport Condition 10: This is the application to which the Parish Council objected 
in May. January 8th is the revised expiry date and people are being reminded of the 
consultation. The Parish Council decided that they would not resubmit their response as this 
is already on the consultation website. 
  

Action: Councillor Trinder to circulate a response to the 3 Crunnells Green application to 
Councillors. 
 

 
9) Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1: News from the Cricket Club: Councillor Burleigh updated the Clerk with news from the 
Cricket Club ahead of the meeting.  The bin has been removed from the side of the road and 
placed in the compound for the winter.  Councillor Burleigh has spoken with the club about 
the window at the back, which they have checked is firmly shut but will need some work to 
repair it. The Club still need to speak to John Garnham about doing this, the gutters and 
sundry other things like the dripping tap in the kitchen. 
 
9.2: Licence: Both the Parish Council and the Cricket Club have agreed the revised licence so 
Councillor Trinder will arrange for it to be signed by both parties.  
 

9.3: Electricity Providers: As there is a smart meter in the pavilion it will be difficult to 
change providers as the meter would have to be changed too. The Clerk is trying to establish 
why the bills come at unusual intervals, for example two in May and two in September. 
 

9.4: Marking out area for village youngsters: The Cricket Club has agreed to do this. 
Councillor Trinder will liaise with the Chairman of the Cricket Club after the next meeting. 
 

9.5: Goal posts: The goal posts owned by the Parish Council are old and broken so it would 
need to buy a new one for the youngsters. Councillor Palmer will get advice on what type to 
buy. 
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9.6: Shed: Councillor Trinder has established that there is a small shed belonging to the 
Parish Council in the compound at the Recreation Ground. It contains the broken goal posts. 
It is over insured, as are the goal posts.  These items will be amended when the insurance 
policy is renewed. 
 

Action: Councillor Trinder to organise the signing of the Cricket Club Licence. 
Action: The Clerk to establish why we have irregular E.on bills. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to liaise with the Cricket Club regarding marking out an area for 
football. 
Action: Councillor Palmer to get advice on goal posts. 
 
 
10) Hertfordshire Highways Update:  
 
It is anticipated that the remaining works at the Back Lane, Butchers Lane and Church Lane 
junction will take place during the Primary School half term between Monday 17 and Friday 
21 February. The residents most affected have been informed and Highways has been 
informed about the manhole cover and electricity cover at the left-hand corner of Butchers 
Lane. 
 
 
11) Parish Paths Partnership  
 
11.1: Wain Wood: Councillor Clark informed the meeting that she has spoken to Tom Duffin 
who has repeatedly been trying to contact Andrew Burton (HCC Senior Project Officer) to 
push forward the process of setting up the permissive path.  Tom Duffin has now been 
informed that Andrew is off sick and no-one has been checking his emails. 
 
The Clerk has spoken to District Councillor David Barnard about the possibility of applying for 
a grant for a kissing gate at the back of the Recreation Ground into the possible permissive 
path.  It was agreed that while the permissive path still hasn’t been finalised that we 
shouldn’t pursue this.  It was agreed that we should speak to Councillor Barnard about using 
the grant instead to purchase goal posts for the recreation ground. 
 
11.2: Fallen Tree: Councillor Clark told the meeting that a tree has fallen across a part of the 
footpath in Wain Wood.  Its removal will be the responsibility of Pilkington Farm Partnership.  
Councillor Clark will remind Tom Duffin if this hasn’t been done yet. 
 
Action: The Clerk to look into applying for the Locality Budget Grant for goal posts. 
Action: Councillor Clark to liaise with Pilkington Farm Partnerships on the fallen tree. 
 
 
12) Local Plan 
            
NHDC sent in their response to the Inspector’s queries on 29 November. He agreed on Friday 
6 December that this could be published.  Councillor Trinder will update the Parish Council 
on the sections which are relevant to Preston at the next meeting and whether any action 
needs to be taken. 



December 2019 Preston Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Action: Councillor Trinder to update the Parish Council on relevant sections at the next 
meeting. 
  
 
13) Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The final version of the Neighbourhood Plan is on the Neighbourhood Plan website. It 
incorporates the Examiner’s modifications. There are some key points from the 
modifications which affect the Parish Council: 
 

• Construction Management Plans have been moved from Housing and Development 
Policies to the Project Plan. The Parish Council will have to ask that these are 
included as conditions on Planning Applications with immediate effect. 
 

• The review of Neighbourhood Plans usually take place after 5 years but because of 
the situation with the Local Plan, the Examiner advises that the Neighbourhood Plan 
should be reviewed when the Local Plan has been in place for a year. This is written 
into the Implementation section of the Neighbourhood Plan. The review is the 
responsibility of the Parish Council.  

 
Councillor Trinder noted that NHDC are already referring to Neighbourhood Plan policies and 
the Parish Council should do the same when responding to Planning Applications. 
 
NHDC Cabinet will decide at their meeting on 17 December whether they should accept the 
Examiner’s modifications with one minor addition and then whether the Neighbourhood 
Plan can go to referendum. The referendum has to be held 56 days after the publication of 
their decision which is usually 5 days after the meeting. If there is a positive outcome to the 
referendum, the Plan will be made within 8 weeks. 
 
The Steering Group are meeting in January to plan how they will advertise the referendum. 
The Parish Council and the Steering Group can encourage people to vote but cannot lobby 
them to vote for the Neighbourhood Plan. 
  
 
14) Broadband and Phone Issues 
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council will support the village residents who have issues with 
their phone and broadband connections but would need to have a better picture of the 
situation. Councillor Trinder will contact residents via the newsletter, the Parish Council 
database and PNS in January and will then write to the Head Offices of both BT and Open 
Reach asking for an improvement to the situation. 
 
Action:  Councillor Trinder to contact residents asking for any issues to be reported in 
January. 
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15) Chairman’s Report 
 
None 
 
 
16) Clerk’s Report 
 
The Clerk informed the meeting that this year the Hardy’s would like their charity payment 
for the Litter Pick to be divided between the Air Ambulance, and Preston Trust.  It was 
agreed that this could go ahead.  The Clerk will arrange cheques to be sent out. 
 
Action: The Clerk to make payment to the Air Ambulance and Preston Trust. 
 
 
17) Treasurer’s Report 
 
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 9th December 2019

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 23rd October 2019 4,372.72£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

18th November 2019 NHDC - Bin emptying & Maintenance 416.20£                      

18th November 2019 Red Stripe - Pavilion 130.00£                      

28th November 2019 Ladacan Membership 20.00£                         

4th December 2019 Louis Harrington-Smith - Removal of dead horse chestnut 200.00£                      

9th December 2019 Clerk Wages 212.88£                      

9th December 2019 E.on 53.50£                         

1,032.58£                   

Monies received:

Date From

-£                             

Balance as at: 9th December 2019 3,340.14£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 23rd October 2019 13,180.21£ 

Monies Received 

Balance as at: 9th December 2019 13,180.21£ 

Total bank balances 16,520.35£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1,000 58.08£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£  
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17.1: Budget: The Parish Council reviewed the budget for the 2019/2020 Financial Year. 
 
Councillor Trinder asked Councillor Stark if the Church invoice for grass cutting would be 
sent to us soon.  Councillor Stark will chase the invoice as ideally payment would need to be 
with them before the end of December when their accounts will need to be finalised.  The 
Clerk will inform Councillor Stark how many cuts were invoiced for last year in order that the 
invoice can be raised. 
 
This item can then also be added in to our budget for this year. 
 
17.2: Budget 2020-2021: The Clerk presented a budget for the next financial year which was 
discussed and agreed by Parish Councillors. 
 
17.3: Precept 2020- 2021: Councillor Trinder provided a chart showing possible precepts and 
how these would affect the bank balances. It was agreed that the precept for 2020-2021 
would be £7300, an increase of 8.99% on the current financial year. 
 

17.4: Insurance: It was agreed that all insured items need to be reviewed and revalued for 
insurance at the next meeting so that the Parish Council can obtain three quotes for the 
renewal of the policy. Some items need to be removed from the list. It was agreed that the 
Parish Council would insure the two memorial benches. 
 
Action: The Clerk to inform Councillor Stark how many cuts were invoiced for last year. 
Action: The Clerk to submit the Precept decision to NHDC. 
 
 
18) Any Other Business:  
 
18.1: Village Tree assessment: It has already been agreed that the Parish Council would do 
this. Councillor Trinder will ask Louis Harrington Smith to quote for providing an assessment 
for the trees on The Green, Crunnells Green and the village side of PHC wall. The Recreation 
Ground trees were assessed and the required work undertaken in 2017- 18. 
 

18.2: Fruit trees in Church Meadow: It was agreed that Councillor Trinder will obtain a 
quote for pruning these trees for the next meeting. 
 

18.3: Work at the Pond: Councillor Clark agreed to contact Max Boreham to ask for a quote 
for the work at the pond and the surrounding area, including the removal of the Rose Bay 
Willow Herb for the next meeting in January.  
 

18.4: Fallen tree by Hitch Wood: Councillor Palmer queried who should be contacted 
regarding a tree that has fallen along Hitchwood Lane, and could possibly fall further and 
block the road.  It was suggested that Highways were the best organisation to contact.  
Councillor Palmer will now contact them to report the issue.  
 

Action: Councillor Trinder to ask Louis Harrington-Smith to quote for a tree assessment. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to obtain a quote for pruning the fruit trees in Church Meadow. 
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Action: Councillor Clark to ask Max Boreham for a quote for the work at the pond and 
surrounding area. 
Action:  Councillor Palmer to contact Highways regarding the fallen tree at Hitch Wood. 
 
 
19) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 8 pm.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.37pm.  


