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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 2nd March 2020 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr J Healey (Chairman) 
          Miss A Marshall 
  Mrs S Palmer   
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder  
 
In Attendance    Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
     County Councillor David Barnard 
       
 
1) Apologies 
 
District Councillor Faye Frost sent her apologies. 
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
None 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
These were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 

4.1: Parking Notice: The Red Lion Board of Directors has not agreed to a no parking notice 
being placed next to the vegetable stall. 
 

4.2: Church Meadow Trees: These were pruned last week.  One of the smaller trees had died 
so it was cut down and the waste removed. 
 

4.3: School Lane Hedge: Councillor Trinder reported that Robert and Alastair Altham have 
been to Preston and were going to arrange to have their hedge on School Lane cut back.  
 
4.4: Parking at Spindle Cottage: The Chairman has written to the residents of Spindle 
Cottage but has been unable to speak to them personally.  
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4.5: Goal Posts: The Chairman suggested that when the fruit trees have seen out their 
lifespan at Church Meadow we could look at that area for a goal post. 
 

 
5) Comments from the Public 
 
None 
 
 
6) Police Update:  
 
None 
 
 
7) County and District Update:  
 
7.1: Bicycle Security: County Councillor David Barnard informed the meeting that he has 
given a grant to PCO Heather Burrows to be used to hold marking events for bicycle security.  
These events will be held in local villages on Saturday mornings and will be free of charge.   
 
7.2: Secondary School Allocations: Secondary school allocations were made on Monday 2nd 
March. 
 
7.3: Council Tax: The Council Tax Setting Committee met on Thursday 27th February 2020 
and this year’s increase has been set at 1.99%.  There has been an increase of 2% in the cost 
of enhanced adult care.  A particular example is adult care costs which has now exceeded 
£100 million p.a. 
 
7.4: Road Repairs: Central Government are passing to the County Council £10million for 
road repairs.  It is believed that much of this will be targeted at lane repairs.  Large farm 
vehicles driving on narrow country lanes are causing damage at the edges of the tarmac, 
rather than creating potholes. 
 
7.5: Luton Airport: Plans for a third runway at Heathrow Airport have been ruled illegal by 
the court of appeal which may impact one way or the other on Luton Airport’s application 
for expansion. 
 
7.6: Local Plan: The next East of Luton hearing will be held on 19th March.  The Inspector 
suggested that the plans for East of Luton should be withdrawn but NHDC hasn’t done that.   
 
7.7: Locality Budget: Councillor Barnard informed the meeting that he still has £250 left in 
his Locality Budget for this financial year.  Councillor Barnard agreed that we could apply for 
this to be used to fell a tree that has been marked as Priority One on the recently carried out 
tree survey. 
 
Action: The Clerk will make the application for the Locality Budget Grant. 
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8) Planning Applications 
 
8.1: Castle Farm: This application has received Conditional Permission.  
 
8.2: Casa: This application has received Conditional Permission. 
 
8.3: Dower House, Listed Building Consent: The Clerk will submit a letter of support for this 
application. 
 
8.4: Old Coach House: A letter of support for this application has been submitted.  
 
8.5: Land off Castlefield: The Parish Council was informed that NHDC undertook a survey on 
17 February. 
 
8.6: Deregistration of section of village green: The Inspector’s visit was on Tuesday 25 
February. He has a month to submit his determination to the Planning Inspectorate after 
which the Parish Council will be informed of the outcome by the case officer. 
 

Action: The Clerk to submit the Parish Council’s response to the Dower House application. 
 

 
9) Cricket Club Representation 
 
9.1: Pavilion Repairs: It was agreed to ask John Garnham to quote for the repairs needed at 
the Pavilion (e.g. leaking tap, broken window etc).  Once we have the quote we will work out 
what parts need to be paid for by the Parish Council or the Cricket Club. 
 
It was agreed that the Cricket Club will organise the PAT Testing, and the new shutter 
switches to be fitted.  Stuart Jennings carried out the PAT testing last time and he will be 
asked to carry it out again. 
 
Councillor Trinder informed the meeting that the electrical system at the Pavilion should be 
inspected every 5 years.  This will be organised with the electrician when he fits the 
switches. 
 

Once the switches are fitted, the shutter service will have to be organised. 
 

Action: Councillor Burleigh to ask John Garnham to quote for the work at the Pavilion. 
Action: Stuart Jennings to be asked to carry out PAT testing  
Action: Craig Fleming to be asked to fit the new switches and undertake the electrical 
system 5 year check. 
Action: The Shutter service to be organised 
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10) Hertfordshire Highways Update:  
 
Councillor Trinder informed the Parish Council that the work on the corner of Butchers Lane 
is planned for the week beginning 30 March. Only Butchers Lane will be closed which will 
reduce disruption. 
 
Councillor Trinder has liaised with Pilkingtons regarding Charlton Road. They have cleared 
the road satisfactorily.  Another vehicle has since damaged the verges but has not brought 
mud and debris on to the road.  
 
 
11) Parish Paths Partnership  
 
11.1: Storm Damage: Councillor Clark stated that there wasn’t any storm damage across 
footpaths other than a tree from 6 Chequers Cottages.  The owners arranged for the tree to 
be removed from across the pathway to Church Meadow. 
 
11.2: Wain Wood: The paperwork for the permissive path in Wain Wood is in the process of 
being signed. 
 
11.3: Lane Classification: Councillor Trinder informed the Parish Council that the paperwork 
had been received for an investigation into the classification of the lane near Offley Holes. It 
was agreed that she could deal with this matter on behalf of the Parish Council. 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to deal with the lane classification. 
 
 
12) Local Plan 
            
Councillor Trinder informed the Parish Council that further hearing sessions on the Local 
Plan were being held between Monday 16 and Thursday 26 March. Those relevant to 
Preston are: 

• Matter 23: The Green Belt Review work and the site selection process on 18 March 

• Matter 24: The proposed ‘East of Luton’ sites on 19 March 
  
 
13) Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The Referendum on the Neighbourhood Plan is being held on Thursday 5 March. The 
Steering Group will be present at the count and results will be circulated via PNS and the 
Parish Council database the following day. 
 
If the referendum has a positive outcome, the Neighbourhood Plan policies will have to be 
used for all planning applications. Councillor Trinder will circulate a list of policies after the 
referendum, if appropriate. 
 
Councillor Trinder pointed out that if the referendum is successful and the Neighbourhood 
Plan is made, the Parish Council will have to organise the production of a Conservation Area 
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Appraisal document which sets out what it is in the Conservation Area which should be 
preserved or enhanced to maintain the character and appearance of the area. This is in the 
Project Plan for 2020. The Preston Conservation Area Character Assessment produced for 
NHDC could be used as a starting point. 
 
The Chairman suggested that he could write to the Steering Group and thank them for their 
work on the Neighbourhood Plan. This was agreed. 
 
Action:  The Chairman to write to the Steering Group 
Action:  If the referendum is successful, Councillor Trinder will produce a list of all the 
Neighbourhood Plan policies and circulate it to Parish Councillors. 
 
 
14) Pond 
  
Max Boreham carried out the pond maintenance in January.  He found that there was 
sewage in the pond.  After investigation it was found that a bung had been forced into a pipe 
in the drain.  This meant that sewage plus debris draining from the road couldn’t pass 
through to the storm drain further down, and instead went into the pond which was 
becoming stagnant.  This bung has now been removed, and the amount of rain we have had 
recently should have flushed the pond through.   
 
It was agreed to keep the bung out, and Councillor Clark will keep it. 
 
Councillor Clark informed the meeting that Max has suggested planting some Alder trees 
behind the pond to suppress the brambles. 
 
 
15) The Green 
 
Following discussion on the various quotes, it was decided that Trinity Lawn Care would be 
asked to fertilise The Green after the required work on the trees are undertaken. (item 16) 
 
It was also agreed that the Parish Council needs to arrange for any branches and leaves to be 
removed at appropriate times during the year to encourage the grass to grow. The grass 
contractor will be asked not to cut the grass so short this year. 
 
Councillor Trinder will inform Preston Trust of these decisions and will contact the various 
companies about the outcome of the Parish Council’s discussion. 

 

Action: Councillor Trinder to inform Preston Trust about the decisions on The Green. 
Action: Trinity Lawn Care to be asked to fertilise The Green when the trees have been cut 
back. 
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16) Tree Survey 
 
The tree survey has been received and it was agreed that Louis Harrington Smith would be 
asked to fell tree 5 which is priority one at a cost of £240.00. This includes the removal of all 
waste.  He will also be asked to undertake the required work on trees T027, T028, T029, 
T030, T031. The cost of this additional part will be £450.00 and includes the removal of all 
waste. These are trees on The Green which need dead wood to be removed and the crown 
lifted on one of them.  
 
Councillor Trinder will organise this work to be undertaken before The Green is fertilised 
(item 15). 
 
Action: Councillor Trinder to organise the tree work agreed as above. 
 
 
17) Broadband and Phone Issues 
 
Councillor Trinder wrote to BT and Openreach regarding the issues raised by 17 households 
and someone from the High Level Complaints team was allocated. Openreach apologise for 
the lack of service. They have made changes to the cable going into the cabinet and since 
then no faults have been reported. Councillor Trinder will inform the residents who 
responded about the outcome and will put a note in the next newsletter. 
 
Action:  Councillor Trinder to inform residents regarding the outcome with BT / 
Openreach. 
 
 
18) Chairman’s Report 
 
18.1: Church Gate: The kissing gate post from the Church yard into the field has rotted away 
at its base.  It was agreed that the larger gate is the responsibility of the Parish Council as we 
requested it in order to get grass cutting equipment through to Church Meadow.  The 
pedestrian gate was already there, and the suggestion was made that the cost of replacing 
the post should be split equally between the Parish Council and the Church. 
 
RJ Dawes who carries out the grass cutting in Preston has quoted to replace the post at a 
cost of £130.  It was agreed to accept this quote.  It was also agreed to accept his quote of 
£175 to cut back the hedge in Church Meadow. 
 
Action: The Clerk will accept the quote from RJ Dawes. 
Action: The Chairman to discuss sharing the cost of replacing the gate post with the Church 
committee. 
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19) Clerk’s Report 
 
Kings Walden Parish Council has invited Preston Parish Council Councillors to their next 
meeting on the 17th March, where the ICCAN Commissioner will be addressing the Council.  
It was agreed that Councillor Burleigh, Councillor Trinder and the Chairman will attend. 
 
20) Treasurer’s Report 
 
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 2nd March 2020

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 15th January 2020 2,071.44£    

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

30th January 2020 Clerk Wages 190.24£                      

30th January 2020 Affinity Water 64.00£                         

5th February 2020 Creamers - Referendum Flyers 25.00£                         

13th February 2020 ICO Data Protection 40.00£                         

13th February 2020 SLCC Membership Renewal 78.00£                         

27th February 2020 Clerk Wages 243.30£                      

2nd March 2020 Max Boreham - Pond Maintenance 400.00£                      

2nd March 2020 Ramerick Nurseries 444.00£                      

2nd March 2020 Diane Day - Neighbourhood Plan Expenses 26.10£                         

2nd March 2020 Louis Harrington Smith - Tree Survey 690.00£                      

2,200.64£                   

Monies received:

Date From

23rd January 2020 Cricket Club Utility Share Payment 453.78£                      

453.78£                      

Balance as at: 2nd March 2020 324.58£       

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 15th January 2020 13,180.21£ 

Monies Received 

Balance as at: 2nd March 2020 13,180.21£ 

Total bank balances 13,504.79£ 

Funds Balances

General Fund 9,651.00£    

NHDC Grant £400 237.70£       

Neighbourhood Plan Allowance £1,000 31.98£          

Pond Maintenance 800.00£       

Recreation Ground Fund 10,000.00£  
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20.1: Budget: The Parish Council reviewed the budget for the 2019/2020 Financial Year. 
 
20.2: Bank Signatory: Councillor Trinder is being added to the bank account as a signatory.   
 
20.3: Audit: It was agreed that Nick Broughton should be asked if he would carry out the 
internal audit again this year for the 2019/2020 Financial Year. 
 
20.3: E.on: The Clerk informed the meeting that if we paid E.on by Direct Debit for the 
Pavilion we could save approximately £150 per annum..  It was agreed that the Clerk should 
organise this. 
 

20.4: Insurance: Councillor Trinder reported that she had two quotes so far for the renewal 
of the Parish Council insurance. Zurich has quoted: 

• £1287.77 for one year 

• £1227.58 per year for 3 years 

• £ 1167.37 per year for 5 years 
 
Norris and Fisher has quoted £962.14 but this is only valid for 60 days so a revised quote will 
be requested nearer to the renewal date. 
 
The difference in price between the two companies is £325.63 for one year and £205.23 per 
year if the Zurich 5-year option was taken up. 
 
Councillor Trinder will get quotes from at least one other company so that further 
comparisons and a decision can be made at the next meeting. The Chairman asked 
Councillor Trinder to contact Zurich and ask if they will match Norris and Fisher’s price which 
she will do. 
 
Action: The Clerk to ask Nick Broughton if he would carry out the internal audit for 
2019/2020.  
Action: The Clerk to organise the Direct Debit with E.on. 
Action: Councillor Trinder and to get one further insurance quote. 
Action: Councillor Trinder to ask Zurich if they will match a cheaper quote 
 
 
19) Any Other Business:  
 
Councillor Trinder reported that some local residents attended the Neighbourhood Plan 
drop-in session but their issues were not related to either the Neighbourhood Plan or the 
Parish Council. They are struggling to get issues dealt with by Settle. Councillor Trinder 
contacted District Councillor David Barnard on their behalf and he will try to support them in 
dealing with Settle.  
 
 
20) Date and Time of next Meeting: Wednesday 22nd April 2020 at 8 pm.  
 
 
The meeting closed at 10.15pm.  


