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Parish of Preston 

PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 23rd October 2020 at 8 pm. 

 
Present Councillor Mr M Burleigh 
  Mrs J Clark 
  Mr J Healey  
          Miss A Marshall 
  Mrs S Palmer   
  Mrs P Stark 
  Mrs M Trinder (Chairman) 
 
In Attendance    Mrs L Lathane (Clerk & Treasurer) 
    
 
The meeting was held by Zoom video conferencing. 
 
     
1) Apologies 
 
Councillor David Barnard and Councillor Faye Frost sent their apologies.   
 
 
2) Declaration of Interests  
 
None 
 
 
3) Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The decision to ask NHDC to undertake playground inspections was inadvertently missed off 
the minutes but this has been actioned.  
 
This was noted and the minutes then agreed as a true record. 
 
 
4) Matters Arising 
 
4.1: Parking on Wastes of the Manor: The posts have been installed and there have been no 
adverse comments about them. As agreed, the Chairman informed Brian Waters, the 
tenants and owners of Spindle Cottage. The Chairman also wrote to the CEO of Openreach 
to ask if their vans would park in front of the Recreation Ground Gate. Openreach has been 
very co-operative. Someone came out to look at the site a few days after the letter was 
posted and the Chairman has had phone calls and emails from two people in the High Level 
Complaints department and they will ensure that the vans park in the correct place. The 
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Chairman has thanked them for their co-operation and noted that it was a request not a 
complaint. 
 
The Parish Council discussed the area behind the posts and it was agreed that the foliage 
would be left to grow back naturally.  
 
4.2: Corona Virus Update:  It was agreed that gates would remain open until further notice 
to help to reduce the spread of infection. Corona Virus Update would remain on the agenda 
although there would not necessarily be anything to report at each meeting. 
 
4.3: Church Meadow and The Green: The Clerk has spoken to Mr Dawes and pruning the 
hedge is on his list and he will do the strimming among the fruit trees as soon as he can.  He 
has been asked not to cut the grass again this Autumn so it is not left very short over winter. 
He cut The Green himself with the pedestrian mower on the last cut. 
 
Mr Dawes is of the view that the crowns of the trees on The Green need raising but the 
Chairman noted that the work had been done on the trees as required in the tree survey. 
This involved removing dead wood from 5 trees and raising the crown on one. It was agreed 
that we would not do any further work on the trees for the time being. 
 
It was agreed that Parish Councillors would clear the leaves from The Green and along the 
side of the PHC wall when they have all fallen. The Chairman will take the leaves for burning. 
 
4.4: Bench round tree on The Green: The bench has been removed as it had further 
deteriorated and was no longer safe.  The owner thought the problem was because the tree 
had grown and as a result had pushed the bench outwards.  
 
The Parish Council discussed the options for replacement. It was suggested that a bespoke 
wooden bench, possibly fitted with spacers which could be removed as the tree grows, 
would be acceptable.  It was also suggested that a firm base with bark chips with an edging 
round it could be used so that people sitting on the bench have their feet on the bark rather 
than the grass. This would give a firmer base for the bench and would separate it from the 
grass, rather than the grass having to be cut round the bench. 
 
The Chairman will inform the owner of this and ask if plans and details of the proposed 
bench could be submitted to the Parish Council so that they can see if they are happy with 
the proposals before giving their agreement.  
 
4.5: Holly Trees: Louis Hamilton Smith has quoted £100 for removing the holly trees at the 
end of the footpath on Butchers Lane. The Parish Council has accepted this quote but the 
work has not yet been undertaken. 
 
4.6: Neighbourhood Plan Books: The Chairman has been liaising with Wally Steele and 
reported that the first set of proofs were not of an acceptable standard. There were a 
number of problems which seem to be due to Word not having the capability to produce a 
book of this size with the number and size of the images included in it.  
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Wally Steele is now reproducing the Plan using the Adobe Publishing software that was used 
for the questionnaires and reports during the production of the Neighbourhood Plan. It is 
expected that this will produce a higher standard of proof and ultimately a high-quality 
book. 
 
The Chairman has kept the people who have ordered copies of the book updated and will 
continue to do so. Once proofs have been agreed, we should get an indication as to when 
the books might be delivered. 
 
4.7: Wain Wood gates update:   Councillor Clark is working with Tom Duffin at Pilkington 
Farms Partnership to purchase the fixings for the second-hand gates acquired from NHDC.  
 
PFP are paying for the fixtures, fitting, and installation of the gate by Bunyan's Cottage and 
also by the Chalk Pit.  Councillor Clark will purchase the hoops for the mobility gate as well as 
posts, post crete and possibly some bark chips or gravel. When she has the final price she 
will contact Preston Cricket Club and Preston Trust as both organisations have previously 
agreed to share the cost with the Parish Council. Councillor Clark will confirm with Tom 
Duffin that PFP will install this gate too. 
 
4.8: Dog Mess signage: Councillor Clark has placed some signs at locations further afield 
around the village i.e. Crunnells Green, Butchers Lane, Parking by the Primary School also on 
the Cricket Club compound at the back of the Recreation Ground.   
 
Action: The Parish Council to clear the leaves from the Green and along the PHC wall when 
they have all fallen. 
Action: The Chairman to liaise with the bench owner regarding the replacement bench. 
Action: Councillor Clark to order the items required for the gate at the Recreation Ground. 
Action: Councillor Clark to liaise with Tom Duffin on the installation of the gate at the 
Recreation Ground. 
 
 
5) Comments from the public 
 
Two residents of Butchers Lane have contacted the Parish Council regarding branches from a 
tree interfering with the BT line, they asked for assistance with the matter.  The tree is on 
Pilkington land.  Pilkington Farms Partnership is unable to cut back the branches in case they 
damaged the line further and then were liable.  The Chairman has contacted Openreach 
requesting that this is dealt with now before the residents lose their phone and broadband 
completely. 
 
 
6) County and District Update 
 
There was no County and District Update. 
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7) Planning Applications 
 
7.1: Response to Government Planning Consultation: There have been no amendments or 
additional comments to the draft response circulated on 8 October.  It was agreed that the 
three words in answer to question one would be: Statutory, Development, Authoritarian. 
 
The Chairman will submit the response to the consultation prior to the deadline. 
 
7.2: Land Adjacent to Dungarvan: one 4 bed and two 5 bed detached houses: This 
application went to the Planning Control Committee meeting on Thursday 15 October. 
Following discussion, the committee was advised by the Senior Planning Officer that policies 
HD3 and HD4 of the Neighbourhood Plan were aims and not appropriate for consideration in 
this application but that the Planning Officer and the developer should explore how they 
could better meet policy HD5.  
 
It is possible that consent for the three dwellings on the plot will be granted but the 
Committee were strong in their views that they should be exemplary in terms of 
sustainability and being environmentally friendly. They noted that NHDC has declared a 
Climate Emergency and they must ensure that they include this in their decision making. 
 
The application will go back to the committee for a final decision.  
 
It is concerning that the Senior Planning Officer did not accept that HD3 and HD4 were 
policies. The Chairman has already started a record of whether Neighbourhood Plan Policies 
are adhered to by Planning Officers. If they aren’t, the Parish Council will have to contact 
NHDC. It was noted that Pirton have had this issue since their Neighbourhood Plan was 
made in 2018. 
 
7.3: 3 Castlefield: Two storey side extension: The Parish Council fully supported this 
application. 
 
7.4: Dower House: Erection of timber gates to serve electrical substation: The Parish 
Council fully supported this retrospective application. 
 
7.5: Land off Castlefield: The sale of this land was advertised in the Estates Gazette in mid-
September. The Chairman reported that she had contacted the Interim Property Consultant 
and was told that the bid deadline was last Thursday, 15 October. There was a very good 
level of interest and NHDC is currently negotiating on the best offers.  At this stage it is not 
appropriate for NHDC to comment further due to confidentiality and commercial sensitivity. 
 
7.6: Luton Airport pre-application consultation on further capacity expansion: This 
consultation is open until 11 November to receive comments prior to LLAL submitting a 
formal application at the end of the year. The application will seek to vary 5 existing 
conditions attached to the planning permission which granted consent in 2012 for the 
airport to operate up to 18mppa. The application is to request an increase in passenger 
numbers to 19mppa. 
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It was agreed that the Parish Council would submit a short response by email indicating its 
views to this consultation but will submit a more detailed response to the formal application. 
 
The Parish Council will consider their response to the NATS consultation on arrival routes 
into Luton airport at the next meeting. 
 
Action: The Chairman to submit the response to the Government Planning Consultation. 
 
 
8) Cricket Club Representation 
 
8.1: Water Invoice: After several emails, the Clerk received an itemised invoice from Castle 
Water which separates fixed charges from water usage and paid the due amount of £121.80. 
This estimates the water used between 1st April and 14 December. They have acknowledged 
the meter reading of 10 September which will be taken into account in December. In order 
to keep a detailed record of how much water has been used, the Chairman will ask Callum 
Blair to read the meter at the end of October when the cricket club stop using water and 
again on 14 December. The Clerk will submit these readings to our online account. 
 
8.2: Leaking Taps: The leaking taps in the pavilion have been replaced at a cost of £152.40 
including VAT. 
 
8.3: Winter checks at the pavilion: Councillor Burleigh will liaise with Paul Constantinidi 
about the winter checks at the pavilion, including turning on the frost stat. 
 
8.4: Septic Tank: It was agreed that Councillor Burleigh will arrange for the septic tank to be 
emptied before the start of the next cricket season. 
 
Action: The Chairman will contact Callum Blair and ask him to read the water meter. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to liaise with Paul Constantinidi regarding the winter checks at 
the pavilion. 
Action: Councillor Burleigh to organise the emptying of the septic tank before the next 
cricket season. 
 
 
9) Hertfordshire Highways Update  
 
The addition of a school sign on the Crunnells Green end of Back Lane has been added to 
next year's Highways Locality Budget. If the primary school wishes a sign to be in place this 
year it will have to be self-funded at a cost of approximately £550.  Councillor Clark will 
inform the school.   
 
Councillor Marshall has asked if an 'access only' sign for the Green could also be included in 
next year's budget but has not yet had a response. 
 
Action: Councillor Clark to inform the school about the sign. 
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10) Parish Paths Partnership  
 
10.1: Tatmore Loop Leaflets: It was agreed that Councillor Stark will print 50 walk leaflets for 
use by visitors. The Chairman will put on open copy of the leaflet in the locked side of the 
notice board so that visitors could photograph it with a note giving the link to the walk on 
the village website so that people could download the leaflet on to their phones. 
 
Action: Councillor Stark to print 50 walk leaflets 
Action: The Chairman to put an open leaflet on the notice board with details of how to 
download it from the website. 
 
 
11) Local Plan Update 
 
The Local Plan Hearings were due to start on September 28th but a group of NHDC 
Councillors called for an extraordinary meeting with a motion to reduce the allocation of 
housing to the sites in the Local Plan because the housing allocation for North Hertfordshire 
was reduced in the latest predictions by the ONS. This meeting was held on October 8th and 
as the outcome had a bearing on the Local Plan the Hearings had to be delayed. The motion 
was rejected and the hearings will now take place between Monday 23 November and 
Friday 11 December. They will be live streamed on the NHDC you tube channel. These details 
and the links will be included in the November newsletter. 
 
 
12) Neighbourhood Plan Project List: Conservation Area Appraisal  
 
This document has been drafted by Councillor Stark. The Parish Council agreed the content 
and that the points within it need to be used when assessing planning applications within 
the Conservation Area. The Chairman will send the document to the Conservation Officer. 
 
Action: The Chairman to send the Conservation Area Appraisal to the Conservation officer. 
 
 
13) Chairman’s Report 
 
13.1: Meeting with Bim Afolami: The Chairman reported that she and the Clerk will be 
attending the next virtual meeting with Bim Afolami on Friday 13 November. As requested, 
details of his Local Business Survey have been circulated within the Parish. 
 
13.2: What3Words: The Chairman has been contacted by the organisers of What Three 
Words to ask if we would like to be included in their list of Parish Councils which use this 
system. What3Words is used on the information boards in Wain Wood. Our local emergency 
services already use What3Words. The Chairman has contacted NHDC and the drivers of the 
fly tipping trucks use What3Words to supplement the location provided on the online form. 
NHDC would be happy for us to promote the addition of What3Words when reporting fly 
tipping. 
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It was agreed that the Parish Council would register as a user of What Three Words and will 
promote its use in the parish.  
 
The Chairman also confirmed that NHDC remove fly tipping on public land, including 
footpaths but not private land. If a footpath goes through a farmer’s field, they would not 
remove any fly tipping. They would, however, support the landowner by investigating what 
has been fly tipped to see if there is any evidence which could be used for prosecution and 
would assist the landowner on how to remove the waste but the fly tipping truck would not 
collect it. 
 
Action: The Chairman to ask for our name to be added to the list of Parish Councils using 
what3words. 
 
 
14) Clerk’s Report 
 
14.1: Winter Salt Supply:  The Clerk has ordered salt for the village, which will be delivered 
to Castle Farm. 
 
14.2: Signing of minutes:  It was agreed that the Chairman and Clerk could meet to arrange 
for Parish Council minutes to be signed in a socially distanced manner once they have been 
agreed by the Parish Council.  There are too many to leave until the first face to face 
meeting. 
 
Action: The Chairman and Clerk to arrange for Parish Council minutes to be signed. 
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15) Treasurer’s Report 
 
 
Preston Parish Council - Summary Financial Report as at 22nd October 2020

Community Account £ £

Balance as at: 9th September 2020 956.63£       

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient 

16th September 2020 Lisa Lathane - postage expenses 2.06£                           
16th September 2020 Margaret Trinder - Post Reflectors 24.48£                         
16th September 2020 Preston Trust - Litter Picking Donation 100.00£                      
16th September 2020 R J Dawes - Grass Cutting 288.00£                      
25th September 2020 Frank Gormill - Post Installation on Wastes of the Manor 250.00£                      
25th September 2020 NHDC - Refuse Collection from Recreation Ground 108.00£                      
28th September 2020 E.on 31.71£                         
29th September 2020 Clerk wages 290.36£                      
7th October 2020 Castle Water 121.80£                      
19th October 2020 Herts Plumbing Ltd 152.40£                      

1,368.81£                   
Monies received:

Date From

10th September 2020 NHDC Precept 3,650.00£                   

3,650.00£                   

Balance as at: 22nd October 2020 3,237.82£    

Business Premium Account

Balance as at: 9th September 2020 10,185.29£ 

Payments authorised at meeting:

Date Recipient

-£                             

Monies Received 

Balance as at: 22nd October 2020 10,185.29£ 

Total bank balances 13,423.11£ 
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15.1: Land and Building Asset Register 
 
The Land and Building Asset Register with valuations had been circulated to the Parish 
Council prior to the meeting. This is currently with Nick Broughton to see if this is what is 
required for the next audit. The Chairman will confirm what the Parish Council is required to 
make public before the next meeting. 
 
Action: The Chairman to find out what information the Parish Council has to put in the 
public domain. 
 
 
16) Playground Report 
 
There was nothing to add. The Chairman noted that the Playground Inspections would take 
place in November or December.  
 
 
17) Any Other Business 
 
17.1: Bench by bus stop on The Green: Frank Gormill has completed a minor repair on the 
bench near the bus stop. 
 
 
20) Date and Time of next Meeting: Monday 7th December 2020 at 8 pm.  
 
 


