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PRESTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 22nd January 2026 at 8.00pm. 

 
Present: Councillors: Sharon Anderson, Matt Burleigh, Jane Clark, Ali Morecroft, Margaret Trinder 
(Chairman) 
In Attendance: Four members of public, District Cllr Joe Graziano, Lisa Lathane (Clerk and RFO) 
   
6.1) (Agenda 1) To receive and accept apologies for absence 
 Cllr Buckland sent her apologies due to a family matter, members AGREED to accept her 
 apologies. 
 
6.2) (Agenda 2) Chairman’s Remarks 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting, and wished everyone a happy new year.  She 
reminded members to declare any items of pecuniary interest and that they should listen to 
everyone’s views. 

 
6.3) (Agenda 3) Declarations of Interest  

None 
  
6.4) (Agenda 4) To adopt minutes of the previous meeting 

 These were adopted and were signed by the Chairman. 
 

6.5) (Agenda 5) To consider matters arising from the previous minutes not on the agenda 
A member of the public requested that the Pavilion Survey results were published in full.  
 

6.6) (Agenda 6) Comments from the general public and press (15 mins) 
1. Four members of the public attended the meeting requesting that the pavilion survey 

results be published.  They also requested that Resolution 1 on item 6.10 is rejected by 
members. 

2. A member of the community read out a statement which included these points: 
• The PWG were operating outside of their agreed TOR.  
• Questioning the appropriate use of public monies 
• Questioning why monies were being channelled towards purchasing planning 

advice. 
• Why PPC would table resolution 1 to vote for funds to be released towards obtaining 

pre-application advice when it has not published the survey results. 
3. Other members of the public asked why the survey results hadn’t yet been published 

 
6.7) (Agenda 7) County and District Update 

District Cllr Graziano addressed the meeting:  

1. Cllr Val Byrant has been voted in as the new leader of NHDC. 
2. NHDC has voted in a 4 tier authority in the Local Government Review.  The decision is 

now with the Secretary of State. 
3. Speeding issues are being reported to Cllr Graziano. He urges any near misses etc to be 

logged.  
4. A Barn meet between local farmers and the police has been organised for March to 

discuss local rural crime issues.  
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5. Cllr Graziano has assisted in having a disabled bay installed for disabled residents of 
Templers Lane. 

6. Acre has released small grants for Village Halls. 
7. Herts County Council have released grants for environmental enhancements. 

 
6.8) (Agenda 8) Finance 

4. Members noted and authorised the payments and bank reconciliation shown in Annex 
1.   

5. Members authorised the signing of the bank reconciliation shown in Annex 2.   
6. Members NOTED the 2025/2026 Budget. 
7. Members reviewed website costs and AGREED to accept the quote from Parish Online 

of £250 plus VAT. 
8. Members reviewed the draft budget for 2026/27 and AGREED to adopt it for the next 

financial year. 
9. Members AGREED to demand a precept of £18015.78 from North Herts for 2026/27. 

 
Action: The clerk to organise the new website and email addresses with Parish Online. 
 
6.9) (Agenda 9) Planning 

1. To receive and consider responses to planning applications 
• 25/03051/FPH - Highways, Church Lane, Preston, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, SG4 

7TP. 

Members AGREED to support the above application, 

2. To note decisions and appeals 
• 25/02994/FPH - The Willows, Butchers Lane, Preston, Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 

SG4 7TR.  PERMISSION GRANTED 

• 25/02316/FPH - Lutyens Cottage, Hitchwood Lane, Preston, Hitchin, 
Hertfordshire, SG4 7RY.  REFUSED. 

• 25/02811/FPH - 2 Oakfields, Preston, Hertfordshire, SG4 7FB. PERMISSION 
GRANTED. 

 
3. To consider any other planning matters pertinent to the Parish Council 

Update on Temple Dinsley: The Parish Council has been informed that The Door UK is in 
the process of finalising an arrangement with a partner company, resulting in the 
development of the Temple Dinsley site progressing as a joint venture. It is hoped that 
the deal will be finalised in March. Russell Prince and his team will continue to be heavily 
involved in the project and local links with the Parish Council, Preston residents, the 
Planning Officer and Conservation Officer at NHDC will be maintained. 
 

Action: The clerk to respond to planning in regards to the Highways application. 
 
6.10) (Agenda 10) Pavilion Working Party Update 

1. Members NOTED the report from the Pavilion Working Party.   
2. Members reviewed the following resolutions: 

• Resolution  1 To accept the quote from Ridge for pre-application advice. Quotation 
to be circulated separately. 
Members voted 5 against the resolution.  Cllr Page abstained. 
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• Resolution 2 - To simplify the resolution from the last meeting and ask the architects 
to quote for producing initial drawings for both a new build and an extension. The 
PWG to recommend which quotation to accept in preparation for the March Parish 
Council meeting. 
Members AGREED with five votes to support this resolution.  Cllr Burleigh abstained. 

• Resolution 3 - At the same time, to ask the architects to quote for working up plans 
for the selected option to be suitable for submission for a planning application. It is 
anticipated that once a company has been asked to produce initial plans they would 
be asked to continue with the project. 
Members AGREED with five votes to support this resolution.  Cllr Burleigh abstained. 

• Resolution 4 - To accept a quote from The Parkinson Partnership LLP to provide 
advice on the VAT implications of the proposed pavilion extension or replacement, 
including options available to maximise VAT recovery, for a fixed fee of £1,450 plus 
VAT. 
Members AGREED to defer this item.  The Chair will get advice as to when this 
payment would need to be paid before this item is considered. 

 
Action: The Chairman will inform the PWG of these decisions so that the necessary quotes can be 
obtained. 
Action: The Chair will liaise with The Parkinson Partnership LLP to find out when the payment 
would need to be made. 

 
6.11) (Agenda 11)  Church Meadow Lease 

Members AGREED to submit a plan of the new proposed equipment to NHDC for approval. 
 
6.12) (Agenda 12) Playground Inspections – to review annual reports and agree next steps 

Members NOTED the reports and AGREED that no action needed to be taken. 
 
6.13) (Agenda 13) Pavilion and Recreation Ground 

a) To agree a quotation for 5 year building survey of the pavilion for insurance purposes. 
Members AGREED to accept a quote from Robert Lombardi Partnership of £350 plus VAT. 
b) New bin collection from April 
Members AGREED to organising a large commercial bin for the Recreation Ground with a 
lock. 

 
Action: The Chair will accept the quote from Robert Lombardi Partnership. 

 
6.14) (Agenda 14) Hertfordshire Highways Update 

1. Preston Sign: This has to be funded from David Barnard’s County Council Highways 
Locality Budget. No decision can be made until April. 

2. Templars Lane: The Chairman continues to work with developers to try and get the 
potholes filled satisfactorily. 

3. Back Lane: Potholes need to be reported on the online system. 
 

6.15) (Agenda 15) Speed Management Survey – to agree a parish council response 
 Members AGREED that the Chair will submit a parish council response. 
 

6.16) (Agenda 16) Parish Paths Partnership 
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Cllr Clark will continue to chase for the work to be caried out at the end of the footpath on 
Butchers Lane. 
 

6.17) (Agenda 17) Clerk’s Report 
None. 

 
6.18) (Agenda 18) Correspondence Received 

 None. 
 
6.19) (Agenda 19)  Matters for future consideration 

Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 09.55pm. 
 
Date and Time of next Meeting:  Wednesday 5th March 2026 at 8pm in the Village Hall. 
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                ANNEX 2 

 


